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INTRODUCTION 


In rendering the Jkad the translator has in the 
main followed the same principles as those which 
guided him in his translation of the Odyssey. He has 
endeavoured to give a version that in some measure 
retains the flowing ease and simple directness of 
Homer’s style, and that has due regard to the 
emphasis attaching to the arrangement of words in 
the original; and to make use of a diction that, 
while elevated, is, he trusts, not stilted. To attain 
to the nobility of Homer’s manner may well be 
beyond the possibilities of modern English prose. 

Matters of a controversial nature have as a rule 
not been touched upon in the notes to this edition, 
and the brief bibliography is meant merely to sug- 
gest books of high interest and value to the student 
of the iad. Few of those which deal primarily 
with the higher criticism have been included, because 
the translator is convinced that such matters lie 
wholly outside the scope of this book. 

In the brief introduction prefixed to his version of 
the Odyssey the translator set forth frankly the fact 
that to many scholars it seems impossible to speak 
of Homer as a definite individual, or to accept the 
view that in the early period either the Iliad or the 
Odyssey had attained a fixed form. At the same 
time he laid stress upon the further fact that one of 
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the significant results of the Homeric studies of 
recent years has been the demonstration (for it is 
nothing less) that the foundations upon which de- 
structive eritics have based their work have been 
insufficient to support the superimposed weight—in 
short, that both the methods and the results of the 
analytical criticism of the nineteenth eentury were 
misleading. It seems fitting that he should now 
give, if not a confession of faith, at least a state- 
ment of the basic facts upon which his faith rests. 
These may be stated briefly in the following pro- 
positions. 

I. The proper method of approach to the Homeric 
problem, and the only one that ean possibly lead to 
_an understanding of Homeric poetry, is to recognize 
that in dealing with the Ikad and the Odyssey we 
have to do with poems cach clearly evineing the 
constructive art of a great poet (whether or not the 
same for both poems is a separate question). We 
should study them as poems, and in order to under- 
stand them we must first of all apprehend clearly 
the poet’s subject, not in any limited sense, but 
with all its implications. Given the Wrath as a 
theme, we must grasp clearly both the origin and 
the nature of that wrath, and must formulate a 
conception of the character of Achilles. For unless 
we are clear in our minds as to what manner of man 
he was‘ we cannot hope to understand the ovAopevn 
pAves or the poem of which it is the theme. Only 
when we have fully apprehended the nature both 
of the man and of his wrath, and have followed 
both through the preceding books, can we venture to 
take up such a problem, for instanee, as that con- 
nected with the sending of the embassy in the ninth 
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Ihad; and if the poet has convinced us that the 
wrath was too fierce and awful a thing to break 
down at the first set-back of the Greeks; if the 
situation at the end of Book VIII. in no sense cor- 
responds to what Achilles craves and in no sense 
satisfies his hate; if we have found Achilles pour- 
trayed as one that will not be bought; then the 
assumption that “in the original poem ”’ the promise 
of Zeus to Thetis was at once followed by a Greek 
defeat, and that the whole content of the Iliad from 
the early part of Book II. to the battle scenes of 
Book XI. is a later insertion will be to us an im- 
probable one. Nor will it matter how many or how 
learned may be the scholars who hold that view. 
The poet has taught us better, and the poet is our 
guide. 

Similarly, in the case of the Odyssey, if we have 
clearly apprehended all that the Return implies— 
the adventures of the hero on his actual journey 
home, the lot of the wife, beset by ruthless wooers 
in his absence, and of the boy, of whom we would 
know whether he will make head against those who 
seek to drive him from his heritage, and stand by 
his father’s side as a worthy comrade when the great 
day of reckoning comes—if we have regard to all 
this and all else that is implied in the great story, 
then we shall look with incredulity upon those who 
would take from the original Odyssey the pourtrayal 
of these very things, and who ask us to see in the 
first four books—the so-called ‘‘ Telemachy ”—a 
separate poem having neither beginning nor end, 
and quite inexplicable save as a part of the Odyssey. 
The Homeric criticism of the century following the 
publication of Wolf’s Prolegomena (1795), for all the 
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keenness of its analytical studies, lost sight almost 
wholly of the poet as a creative artist. It is time 
that we came back to the poetry itself and to the 
poet, who alone can interpret it aright. 

II. No less necessary to a right understanding of 
the Ihkad and the Odyssey is it that we should com- 
prehend the poet’s technique, and especially the way 
in which this was conditioned by the fact that the 
poems were recited, not each in its entirety, but in 
successive rhapsodies. Here much work remains to 
be done, but we may safely assume that each 
rhapsody had a starting-point and an end, and that 
it was intended to be intelligible even to those who 
had not heard what immediately preceded. When 
this fact is taken into consideration the difficulties 
caused by the council of the gods at the opening 
of the fifth book of the Odyssey, or by that at the 
opening of the eighth Jad, vanish away. They are 
simply incidental to the method of presentation in 
rhapsodies, and while a strictly logical analysis may 
feel them as difficulties, they cannot justly be used 
as arguments against the integrity of the poems. 
For logical analysis is not necessarily the best 
criterion for judging a work of creative imagination. 
We should certainly not close our eyes to difficulties, 
but if what we learn of the poet’s technique explains 
their occurrence, they cease to be stumbling-blocks. 
The above illustrations are but two out of a multitude 
that might be cited, and the more closcly the poet’s 
technique is studied, his manner of meeting and 
surmounting obstacles incidental to the presentation 
of his matter in narrative form, the problems eon- 
nected with the opening and closing of successive 
rhapsodies, the necessity of narrating in sequence 
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events which we should naturally think of as occurring 
simultaneously, ete.—the more closely we study 
these things, the less significance shall we be led to 
attach to purely logical difficulties. As a guide for 
the solution of the problem of the Homeric poems 
merely analytical criticism leads nowhither; the 
phantasy of the artist, working under the laws 
governing the form in which his creation expresses 
itself, cannot be controlled by logic. Yet critics 
have seemed to hold the contrary view, and in the 
case of difficulties have not even asked why the 
poet chose the course which entailed them, or even 
whether any other course was open to him, but have 
at once concluded that no explanation is to be 
thought of except that some bungling hand has 
disturbed the original sequence of events. 

III. Incidental contradictions in detail occurring 
in the Iliad or the Odyssey may not legitimately be 
regarded as proofs that we have to do with the work 
of various hands, for the simple reason that such 
contradictions occur repeatedly in imaginative works, 
the literary history of which is so well known that 
the assumption of diversity of authorship is excluded. 
Those that occur in the Homeric poems are for the 
most part of such a nature that we may well doubt 
whether either the poet or his auditors were conscious 
ofthem. Only in the case of a contradiction so glaring 
as to demonstrate a radically different conception of 
the events or the characters of the poem should we 
be driven to the conclusion that we were dealing 
with the work of different hands, and even in such 
a case we should find it difficult to explain how the 
resulting chaos was allowed to stand. But such 
contradictions are not to be found in either poem. 


xi 


INTRODUCTION 


True, many, perhaps most, Homeric critics hold that 
the speech of Achilles to Patroclus at the opening 
of the sixteenth book of the Ihad is out of harmony 
with the fact that in Book 1X an embassy had been 
sent to Achilles by Agamemnon proffering the return 
of Briseis and rich gifts besides, if he would aid the 
Greeks in their evil day. But the mere fact that 
without his rejection of the embassy Achilles would 
not be Achilles, nor his wrath the fitting subject of 
an epic, should have led to a closer and, one is fain 
to say, a saner study of the facts. ‘To have refused 
Agamemnon’s attempt to buy his help at a time 
when his foe had not as yet known the bitterness 
of utter defeat, is in no sense incompatible with a 
willingness on Achilles’ part, after the very state 
of things for which he had prayed had come 
about, to accept gifts and recompense mpds révTwy 
Aavaav. 

IV. The repeated lines or passages present a 
complicated problem which every student of Homer 
must face, but, however they are regarded, nothing 
can be clearer than that the assumption that a passage 
is original in the place where it seems best to fit the 
context, and that other occurrences are later borrow- 
ings, is a most unwarranted one, although this notion 
vitiates the work of almost every one of those who 
have been looked up to as guides in Homeric criticism. 
Yet the theory is patently false, as Rothe demon- 
strated years ago (Die Bedeutung der Wiederholungen 
fiir die homerische Frage, Leipzig, 1890), and per- 
sistence in the habit of relying upon it does little 
credit to the candour of an investigator. Borrowings 
there doubtless are, and here and there manifest 
interpolations, but the use of so-called borrowed 
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passages to disprove unity of authorship has led to 
no sure results, nor will it lead. 

V. With reference to problems of a purely philo- 
logical nature the student of to-day has peculiar 
need to preserve his sanity of judgment. The 
evidence regarding a supposedly original epic dialect 
is so complicated, and our knowledge of the tribal 
or racial situation obtaining in the Greek world in 
the period with which we are concerned is so incom- 
plete, that one must constantly guard against the 
tendency to accept hypothesis for established truth. 
We must frankly recognize that the poems passed 
through a modernizing process before attaining their 
present form, but the blending of old and new defies 
analysis into strata which may be said with anything 
like certainty to belong to different periods. One of 
the most tangible results of the Homeric criticism of 
the last few decades has been the demonstration 
that the “evidences” of later date, based upon 
linguistic and grammatical phenomena, are about as 
frequent in the confessedly “older ”’ parts of the Iliad 
as in the supposedly “later ” portions. 

VI. Similarly, attempts to assign various parts of 
the poems to different periods on the basis of sup- 
posed cultural differences have failed to establish any 
sure results. The knowledge of iron and of objects 
wrought of iron—singularly few, and fewer in the 
Odyssey than in the [dad—the differences in armour, 
and those in ethical and religious conceptions—all 
these have failed to demonstrate diversity of author- 
ship or diversity of date. 

VII. In onc important matter of literary tradition 
one must in an especial sense be on one’s guard 
not to go beyond the evidence. That a com- 
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mission of scholars in the time of Peisistratus in 
some way established the text of the poems and 
provided for their recitation at the Panathenaea in 
an officially regulated order, seems a well-attested 
fact, although attempts have been made to brush it 
aside as supported only by relatively late and un- 
trustworthy evidence. But to grant that the com- 
mission existed and that it presumably established 
an official text in no sense compels the conclusion 
that the poems were until] then in a chaotie or fluid 
state, and that the commission thus “‘ created ” the 
unity of the Jad, e.g. as we know it. ‘Those who 
believe in the construetive art of the poet himself will 
see in the activity of the commission no more than 
the rescuing of a pre-existent unity. For it is 
patent that individual rhapsodists may often have 
yielded to the temptation to introduce new matter 
of their own composition into the poems; and the 
papyrus fragments show clearly how corrupted the 
popular texts came to be, and what need there was 
of the establishment of an authoritative text. 

VIII. Lastly, he who would know Homer must 
approach him with an open mind and lend himself 
to the guidance of the poet himself. He must not 
come to the study of the poems with a preconceived 
notion of the processes by which they have come 
into being, or of philological or archaeological criteria 
for determining the relative age of this episode or of 
that. The reconstructed Iliads are all figments of 
the imagination; the existent poem is a tangible 
fact. To this extent the unbiassed student starts as 
a “unitarian.” If he but yields himself to the spell 
of the poem, he will become the more confirmed 
in his faith; and though he may find much of the 


xiv 


INTRODUCTION 


learning of the world arrayed against him, yet he 
will none the less be standing in a goodly company 
of those whom the Muse has loved, and will himself 
have heard the voice of the goddess and looked upon 
her face. 


Atuens, April 1923. 
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1 In the edition of Apellicon the opening line of the poem 


was given in the form Movsas deldw xat Amé\\wva. Kdurbrofov, 

and in the place of lines 1-9 some ancient texts gaye, 
"Eorere viv po, Mofioa, ’OAtipmia depar' Exoucat, 
Omrws 5% wivls re xbXos O EXe I[nArctwra, 
Anrots 7 aydadv vldv> 6 yap Bacihfi xohwbels 

2 Lines 4 f. were rejected by Zenodotus. 

8 rao; datra Zenodotus, 
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BOOK I 


Tue wrath do thou sing, O goddess, of Peleus’ son, 
Achilles, that baneful wrath which brought countless 
yoes upon the Achaeans, and sent forth to Hades 
nany valiant souls of warriors, and made themselves 
to be a spoil for dogs and all manner of birds ; and 
thus the will of Zeus was being brought to fulfilment ; 
—sing thou thereof from the time when? at the first 
there parted in strife Atreus’ son, king of men, and 
pondly Achilles. 

Who then of the gods was it that brought these 
‘° together to contend? The son of Leto and 

eus; for he in wrath against the king roused 
*hroughout the host an evil pestilence, and the folk 
Be perishing, for that upon the man Chryses, his 
wriest, had the son of Atreus wrought dishonour. 

or he had come to the swift Ships of the Achacans 
+) free his daughter, and he bore with him ransom 
ast counting ; and in his hands he held the fillets 
# Apollo, that smiteth afar,? on a staff of gold, and 
1 Others connect éé of directly with ¢redelero, “was being 
-ought to fulfilment from the time when.” 
2 The epithets éxnBdros (éxarnBddos) and éxdepyos, with the 
ortened form éxaros, seem prevailingly to refer to Apollo as 
e Archer god, the sender of pestilence; but the words may 
» demand convey the idea of Apollo’s being the averter of 
Is (so perhaps most clearly in i. 474). It has seemed best, 
pwever, to give everywhere a literal rendering. 
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Deoio. ent 
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1 Lines 29-31 were rejected by Aristarchus. 
2 dxéwy : dyédw Zenodotus, 





1 Lit. “‘ Mouse-god,” a title given to Apollo as the god 
4: 









THE ILIAD, I. 15-40 


Je made prayer to all the Achaeans, but most of all 
the two sons of Atreus, the marshallers of the 
ost: “Ye sons of Atreus, and ye other well- 
reaved Achaeans, to you may the gods who have 
omes upon Olympus grant that ye sack the city 
f Priam, and return safe to your homes; but my 
tear child do ye set free for me, and aecept the 
‘}ansom out of awe for the son of Zeus, Apollo, 
iat smiteth afar.” 

Then all the rest of the Achaeans shouted assent, 
Iding reverence the priest and accept the glorious 

som, yet the thing pleased not the heart of 
Agamemnon, son of Atreus, but he sent him away 
‘harshly, and laid upon him a stern command : “ Let 
me not find thee, old man, by the hollow ships, 
either tarrying now or coming back hereafter, lest 
thy staff and the fillet of the god proteet thee not. 
But her will I not set free: ere that shall old age 
come upon her in our house, in Argos, far from her 
country, as she walks to ‘and fro before the loom 
and tends my couch. Nay, get thee gone; anger 
me not, that so thou mayest go the safer.” 

So he spake, and the old man Was seized with fear 
and hearkened to his word. Forth he went in silence 
along the shore of the loud-resounting sea, and 
earnestly thereafter, when he had gone apart, did 
the old man pray to the prince, Apollo, whom fair- ° 
haired Leto bare: ‘‘ Hear me, thou of. the silver bow, 
who dost stand over Chryse and holy Cilla, and dost 
rule mightily over Tenedos, thou Sminthian,! if ever 
T roofed over a shrine to thy pleasing, or if ever I- 
burned to thee fat thigh-pieces of bulls or goats, 


who had delivered some local community from a plague of 
field-mice, 
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fulfil thou for me this prayer: let the Danaans 
pay for my tears by thy shafts.” 

So he spake in prayer, and Phoebus Apollo heard 
him. Down from the peaks of Olympus he strode, 
wroth at heart, bearing on his shoulders his bow 
and covered quiver. The arrows rattled on the 
shoulders of the angry god, as he moved; and his 
coming was like the night. Then he sate him down 
apart from the ships and let fly a shaft: terrible was 
the twang of the silver bow.’ ‘The mules he assailed 
first and the swift dogs, but thereafter on the men 
themselves he let fly his stinging arrows, and smote ; 
and ever did the pyres of the dead burn thick. 

For nine days’ space did the missiles of the god 
fare throughout the host, but on the tenth Achilles 
Iet call the folk to the place of gathering, for so had 
the goddess, white-armed Hera, put it in his heart ; 
since she pitied the Danaans, for that she saw them 
dying. So, when they were assembled and met 
together, among them arose and spake Achilles, 
swift of foot: “Son of Atreus, now methinks shall 
we be driven back and return with baffled purpose, 
should we e’en escape death, if so be that war and 
pestilence alike are to waste the Achacans. Nay, 
come, let us ask some seer or priest, yea, or some 
reader of dreams—for a dream too is from Zeus— 
who may haply tell us for what cause Phoebus 
Apollo hath conceived such anger, whether it be 
because of a vow that he blames us, or of a hecatomb ; 
in hope that perchance he may accept the savour of 
lambs and unblemished goats, and be minded to 
ward off from us the pestilence.” 


3 Line 63 was rejected by Zenodotus. 
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‘ 1 KdAxas: paves Lenodotus. 
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When he had thus spoken he sate him down#and 
among them uprose Calchas_son of ‘Thestor, far the 
best of diviners, who had knowledge of all things that 
were, and that were to be, and that had been before, 
and who had guided the ships of the Achaeans to 
Ilios by his soothsaying that Phoebus Apollo had be- 
stowed upon him. He with good intent addressed 
their gathering, and spake among them: “ Achilles, 
dear to Zeus, thou biddest me declare the wrath of 
Apollo, that smiteth afar. Therefore will I speak ; 
but do thou take thought, and swear that verily 
of a ready heart thou wilt defend me with word 
and with might of hand; for methinks I shall make 

_wroth a man who rules mightily over all the Argives, 
;and whom the Achaeans obey. Tor mightier is a 
king, whenso he is wroth at a baser man. If so be 
he swallow down his wrath for the one day, yet there- 
after he cherishes resentment in his heart till he 
bring all to pass. Consider thou, then, if thou wilt 
keep me safe.” 

Then in answer to him spake Achilles, swift of foot : 
“Take good heart, and speak out what oracle soe’er 
thou knowest, for by Apollo, dear to Zeus, to whom 
thou prayest, Calchas, and declarest oracles to the 
Danaans, no one, while I live and have sight on the 
earth, shall lay heavy hands on thee beside the hollow 
ships, no one of the whole host of the Danaans, not 
even if it be Agamemnon thou meanest, who now 
declares himself far the best of the Achaeans.” 

Then the blameless seer took heart, and spake, 
saying: “It is not then because of a vow that he 





® Line 80 was rejected by Zenodotus. 
4 "Axaidy: evi orpare. 
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1 Lines 95f. were rejeeted by Aristarchus. 
2 Line 110 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
3 Line 117 was rejected by Zenodotus. 
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blames us, nor a hecatomb, but because of the priest 
to whom Agamemnon did dishonour, and did not 
release his daughter nor accept the ransom. For 
this cause the god that smiteth afar has given woes, 
yea, and will give them, nor will he drive off from the 
Danaans the loathly pestilence, until we give back 
to her father the bright- eyed maiden, unbought,— 
unransomed, and lead a sacred hecatomb to Chryse : 
then haply might we appease his wrath and persuade 
him.” 

When he had thus spoken he sate him down, and 
among them uprose the warrior, son of Atreus, wide- 
ruling Agamemnon, sore vexed ; and with rage was 
his black heart wholly filled, and his eyes were 
like blazing fire. To Calchas first of all he spake, 
and his look boded bane: “ Prophet of evil, never 
yet hast thou spoken to me the thing that is good ; 
ever is evil dear to thy héart to prophesy, but a word 
of good hast thou never yet spoken, neither brought 
to pass. And now in the midst of the gathering 
of the Danaans thou utterest thy prophecies, and 
declarest that forsooth it is for this cause that the 

od that smiteth afar is bringing woes upon them, 
for that I would not accept the glorious ransom for the 
maid, the daughter of Chryses, seeing I am minded 
far rather to keep her in my home. For, know 
you, I prefer her before Clytemnestra, my wedded 
wife, since she is no whit inferior to her, either in 
form or in stature, or in mind, or anywise in handi- 
work. Yet, even so will I give her back, if that be 
better; rather would [ have the folk safe than 
perishing. But for me do ye make ready a prize 
forthwith, that I may not alone of the Argives be 
without a prize, since this were not even seemly ; 
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1 Lines 133 f. were rejected by Aristarchus. 
* Line 139 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
5 Line 143 was rejected by Zenodotus, 
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for ye all see this, that my prize goes from me 
otherwhere.” 

Then in answer to him spake goodly Achilles, 
swift of foot: “ Most glorious son of Atreus, thou 
most covetous of all men, how shall the great-souled 
Achaeans give thee a prize? Naught do we know 
of wealth laid up in common store, but whatsoe’er 
we took by pillage from the cities hath been appor- 
tioned, and it were not meet to gather these things 
back from the folk. Nay, do thou give her up at 
the god’s behest, and we Achaeans will recompense 
thee threefold and fourfold, if ever Zeus grant us 
to sack the well-walled city of Troy” 

Then in answer to him spake lord Agamemnon : 
“ Not on this wise, valiant though thou art, godlike 
Achilles, do thou seek to beguile me by thy wit ; 
for thou shalt not ontstrip me nor persuade. 
Wouldest thou, to the end that thou mayest thy- 
self keep thy prize, yet have me abide thus in want, 
seeing thou biddest me give her back? Nay, if 
the great-souled Achaeans give me a prize, suiting 
it to my mind that the recompense be equal !—but, 
if they give it not, then will I come myself and take 
thy prize or that of Aias, or that of Odysseus will I 
seize and bear away. Wroth will he be to whom- 
soever I shall come. Howbeit, of these things will 
we take thought hereafter ; for this present let us 
launch a black ship into the bright sea, and therein 
gather a due tale of rowers, and place on board a 
hecatomb, and embark on it the fair-cheeked 
daughter of Chryses herself. And let one that is a 
counsellor take command, Aias haply, or Idomeneus, 
or goodly Odysseus, or thou, son of Peleus, of all 


1 Or, as Aristarchus, “a city of Troy-land.” 
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en most dread, that thou mayest offer sacrifice 
d appease him that worketh afar.” 
Then with an angry glance from beneath his brows 
ake to him Aehilles, swift of foot: ‘“ Ah me, thou 
othed in shamelessness, thou of erafty mind, how 
all any man of the Achaeans hearken to thy bidding 
ith a ready heart either to go on a journey or to 
ht amain with warriors? I came not hither to 
ht by reason of the spearmen of Troy, seeing they 
e no whit at fault toward me. Never harried they 
any wise my kine or my horses, nor ever in deep- 
iled Phthia, nurse of men, did they lay waste the 
ain, for full many things lie between us—shadowy 
ountains and sounding sea. But thee, thou shame- 
ss one, did we follow hither, that thou mightest 
glad, seeking to win recompense for Menclaus 
d for thee, thou dog-face, at the hands of the Tro- 
ns. This thou regardest not, nor takest_ thought 
ereof; and forsooth thou threatenest 1 that thou 
ilt thyself take from me the prize wherefor I toiled 
ueh, and the sons of the Achaeans gave it me. 
ever have I prize like to thine, when the Achaeans 
ek a well-peopled citadel of the Trojans; nay, 
e brunt of tumultuous war do my hands bear, but 
eyer an apportionment cometh, thy prize is greater 
r, while I go to my ships with some small thing, 
t mine own, when J am grown weary with fighting. 
ow will I go henee to Phthia, seeing it is better far 
return home with my beaked ships, nor am | 
inded here in dishonour to draw thee thy fill of 
ods and wealth.” 
Then made answer the king of men, Agamemnon : 





1 Line 160 was rejected by Zenodotus. 
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1 Line 177 (=v. 891) was rejected by Aristarchus. 
2 Line 192 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
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« Yea, flee, if thy heart bids thee ; I beg thee not to 
remain for my sake. With me are others that will 
do me honour, and above all Zeus, the lord of counsel. 
Most hateful to me art thou of the kings, nurtured 
of Zeus, for ever is strife dear to thee and wars and 
fightings. Though thou be very valiant, a god, I 
ween, gave thee this. Get thee home with thy 
ships and thy men, and lord it over thy Myrmidons ; 
for thee I care not, neither reck of thy wrath. And 
this shall be my threat to thee: seeing that Phoebus 
Apollo taketh from me the daughter of Chryses, her 
with a ship of mine and men of mine will I send back, 
but I will myself come to thy hut and take the fair- 
cheeked Briseis, that prize of thine ; that thou mayest 
know full well how far mightier am I than thou, and 
another too may shrink from declaring himself my 
peer and likening himself to me to my face.” 

So he spake, and grief came upon the son of Peleus, 
and within his shaggy breast his heart was divided 
in counsel, whether he should draw his sharp sword 
from beside his thigh, and break up the gathering, 
and himself slay the son of Atreus, or should stay 
his wrath and curb his spirit. While he pondered 
thus in mind and heart, and was drawing from its 
sheath his great sword, Athene came from heaven, 
sent forth of the goddess, white-armed Hera, for in 
her heart she loved them both alike and had care of 
them. She took her stand behind him, and caught 
the son of Peleus by his golden hair, making herself 
to be seen of him alone, and of the rest no man 
beheld her. And Achilles was seized with wonder, 
and turned him about, and forthwith knew Pallas 
Athene ; and terribly did her eyes flash. Then he 


~ 8 Lines 195 f. (=208 f.) were rejected by Aristarchus. 
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1 Jn other words, “ Cast in his teeth what the issue will be.” 
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spake to her with winged words, and said: “ Why 
now art thou come again, daughter of Zeus, who 
beareth the aegis? Was it that thou mightest see 
the insolence of Agamemnon, son of Atreus? Nay, 
I will tell thee, and methinks this shall verily be 
brought to pass: through his own overweening 
pride shall he presently lose his life.” 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “To stay thine anger, if so be thou wilt 
hearken, did I come from heaven, and the goddess, 
white-armed Hera, sent me forth, for in her heart 
she loves you both alike, and hath care of you. 
Nay, come, cease from strife, and let not thy hand 
draw the sword. With words indeed do thou taunt 
him, even as it shall be!; for thus will I speak, and 
verily this thing shall be brought to pass : hereafter 
shall glorious gifts thrice and four times as many be 
brought to thee by reason of this despite. Refrain 
thou, therefore, and hearken unto us.” 

Then in answer to her spake Achilles, swift of 
foot: ‘Needs must a man, goddess, observe the 
words of you twain, how wroth soever he be at heart, 

(for so is, it-better. Whoso obeys the gods, to him 
do they gladly give ear.” 

He spake, and stayed his heavy hand on the silver 
hilt, and back into its sheath thrust the great sword, 
and disobeyed not the word of Athene ; but she was 
forthwith gone to Olympus to the palace of Zeus, 
who beareth the aegis, to join the company of the 
other gods. 

But the son of Peleus again addressed with violent 
words the son of Atreus, and in no wise ceased from 
his wrath: “Thou heavy with wine, thou with the 
front of a dog but the heart of a deer, never hast 
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thou had courage to arm thee for battle with thy 
folk, or go forth to an ambush with the chiefs of the 
Achaeans. That seemeth to thee even as death. 
In sooth it is better far throughout the wide camp 
of the Achaeans to take for thyself the prize of him 
whosoever speaketh contrary to thee. Folk-devour- 
ing king, seeing thou rulest over men of naught ; 
else, son of Atreus, wouldest thou now work insolence 
for the last time. But I will declare my word to 
thee, and will swear thereto a mighty oath: verily 
by this staff, that shall no more put forth leaves or 
shoots since at the first it left its stump among the 
mountains, neither shall it again grow green, for 
that the bronze hath stripped it of leaves and bark, 
and now the sons of the Achaean§ that give judg- 
ment bear it in their hands, even they that guard 
the dooms by ordinance of Zeus ; and this shall be 
for thee a mighty oath :—verily shall a longing for 
Achilles some day come upon the sons of the 
Achaeans one and all, and in that day shalt thou 
in no wise be able to help them for all thy grief, 
when many shall fall in death before man-slaying 
Hector. But thou shalt gnaw thy heart within thee 
in wrath that thou didst honour no whit the best 
of the Achaeans.” 

So spake the son of Peleus, and down to the earth 
he dashed the staff studded with golden nails, and 
himself sate him down; while over against him the 
son of Atreus continued to vent his wrath. Then 
among them uprose Nestor, sweet of speech, the 
clear-voiced orator of the men of Pylos, he from 
whose tongue flowed speech sweeter than honey. 
Two generations of mortal men had he ere now seen 
pass away, who of old had been born and reared with 
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him in sacred Pylos, and he was king among the third. 
He with good intent addressed their gathering and 
spake among them: “Fie upon you! In good sooth 
is great grief come upon the land of Achaea. Priam 
verily would rejoice and the sons of Priam, and the 
rest of the Trojans would be right glad at heart were 
they to hear all this tale of the strife of you twain who 
are chiefest of all the Danaans in counsel and chiefest 
in war. Nay, hearken unto me; ye are both 
younger than I. Ere now have I consorted with 
warriors that were better men than ye, and never 
did they set me at naught. Such warriors have I 
never since seen, nor shall see, as Peirithous was 
and Dryas, shepherd of the host, and Caeneus and 
Exadius and godlike Polyphemus, and Theseus, 
son of Aegeus, peer of the immortals. Mightiest 
were these of all men reared upon the earth ; mighti- 
est were they, and with the mightiest did they fight, 
even with the centaurs that had their lairs among 
fhe mountains, and in terrible wise did they destroy 
them. With these men I had fellowship, when 
I had come from Pylos, from afar from a distant 
land; for of themselves they called me. And in 
fight I took my part as mine own man?; but with 
them could no man fight of all mortals that now are 
upon the earth. Aye, and they hearkened to my 
counsel, and gave ear to my words. Even so do ye 
also hearken, for to hearken is better. Neither do 
thou, mighty though thou art, seek to take from 
him the girl, but let her be, even as at the first 
the sons: of the Achaeans gave him her as a prize ; 
nor do thou, son of Peleus, be minded to strive with 


of the Lapiths, but it may mean no more than that he took 
part in battle as a rpéuaxos, or individual combatant. 
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a king, might against might, for it is no common 
honour that is the portion of a sceptred king to 
whom Zeus giveth glory., Though thou be valiant, 
and a goddess mother“bare thee, yet he is the 
mightier, seeing he is king over more. Son of Atreus, 
do thou check thy rage; nay, even I beg thee to 
let go thine anger against Achilles, who is for all 
the Achaeans a mighty bulwark of evil war.” 

Then in answer to him spake lord Agamemnon : 
“Yea, verily, old sire, all this hast thou spoken 
according to right. But this man is minded to be 
above all others ; over all is he minded to hold sway 
and be king among all, and to all give orders ; where- 
in there is one, methinks, that will not obey him. 
If the gods that are for ever made him a warrior, 
do they therefore set him on! to utter revilings?”’ 

Then goodly Achilles brake in upon him, and said : 
“ Aye, for I should bear the name of coward and 
man of naught, if I am to yield to thee in every 
matter, howsoe’er thou bid. On others lay thou 
these commands, but give no orders to me, for me- 
thinks I shall obey thee no more. And another 
thing will I tell thee, and do thou lay it to heart: 
by might of hand will I strive for the girl’s sake 
neither with thee nor with any other, seeing ye do 
but take away what ye gave. But of all else that is 
mine by my swift black ship shalt thou take or bear 
away naught in my despite. Nay, come, make 
trial, that these too may know: forthwith shall thy 
dark blood flow forth about my spear.” 

So when the twain had made an end of contending 


rl@yu be assumed. Aristarchus took éveidea as subject (so 
Ameis and Monro), in which case we must render, ‘Do his 
revilings dash forward for utterance?” 
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with violent words, they rose, and broke up the 
gathering beside the ships of the Achaeans. The 
son of Peleus went his way to his huts and his shapely 
ships together with the son of Menoetius, and with 
his men; but the son of Atreus let launch a swift 
ship on the sea, and chose therefor twenty rowers, 
and drave on board a hecatomb for the god, and 
brought the fair-cheeked daughter of Chryses and 
set her in the ship; and Odysseus of many wiles» 
went on board to take command. 

So these embarked and sailed over the watery 
ways; but the son of Atreus bade the host purify 
itself. And they purified themselves, and cast the 
defilement into the sea, and offered to Apollo 
acceptable hecatombs of bulls and goats by the shore 
of the unresting ! sea ; and the savour thereof went 
up to heaven, eddying amid the smoke. 

Thus were they busied throughout the camp; 
howbeit Agamemnon ceased not from the strife 
wherewith he had at the first threatened Achilles, 
but called to Talthybius and Eurybates, who were 
his heralds and ready squires, saying: “ Go ye to 
the hut of Achilles, Peleus’ son, and take by the 
hand the fair-cheeked Brisefs, and lead her hither ; 
and if he give her not, I will myself go with a larger 
company and take her; that will be even the worse 
for him.” p 

So saying, he sent them forth, and laid upon them 
a stern command. Unwilling went the two along 
the shote of the unresting sea, and came to the huts 
and the ships of the Myrmidons. Him they found 
sitting beside his hut and his black ship; nor was 
Achilles glad at sight of them. And the twain, 
seized with dread, and in awe of the king, stood, 
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and spake no word to him, nor made question; but 
he knew in his heart, and spake, saying: “ Hail, 
heralds, messengers of Zeus and men, draw near. 
It is not ye that are guilty in my sight, but 
Agamemnon, who sent you forth for the sake of the 
girl, Briseis. Yet come, Patroclus, sprung from 
Zeus, bring forth the girl, and give her to them 
to lead away. Howbeit, let these twain themselves 
be witnesses before the blessed gods and mortal 
men, aye, and before him, that ruthless king, if 
so be hereafter there shall be need of me to ward 
off shameful ruin from the host. In good sooth 
he rageth with baneful mind, and knoweth not at 
all to look at once before and after, that so his 
Achaeans might wage war in safety beside their- 
ships.” 

So spake he, and Patroclus gave ear to his dear 
comrade, and led forth from the hut the fair-cheeked 
Briseis, and gave her to them to lead away. So 
the twain went back beside the ships of the Achaeans, 
and with them, all unwilling, went the woman. 
But Achilles forthwith burst into tears, and withdrew 
apart from his comrades, and sate him down on the 
shore of the grey sea, looking forth over the wine- 
dark deep; and earnestly did he pray to his dear 
mother with hands outstretched: ‘‘ My mother, 
seeing thou didst bear me, though to so brief a span 

‘of life, honour’ Surely ought the Olympian to have 
given into ry hands, even Zeus that thundereth on 
high ; but now hath he honoured me, no not a whit. 
Yea verily, the son of Atreus, wide-ruling Aga- 
memnon hath done me dishonour; for he hath 
taken away and holdeth my prize through his own 
arrogant act.” 
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So he spake, weeping, and his queenly mother 
heard him, as she sat in the depths of the sea beside 
the old man, her father. And speedily she came 
forth from the grey sea like a mist, and sate her 
down before his face, as he wept; and she stroked 
him with her hand, and spake to him, and called 
him by name: “ My child, why weepest thou? 
What sorrow hath come upon thy heart? Speak 
out; hide it not in thy mind, that we both may 
know.” 

Then with heavy moaning spake to her Achilles,<~ / 
swift of foot: “Thou knowest. Why, in truth, 
should I tell the tale to thee who knowest all? 
We went forth to Thebe, the sacred city of Kétion, 
and laid it waste, and brought hither all the spoil. 
This the sons of the Achaeans divided aright among 
themselves, but for the son of Atreus they chose 
out the fair-cheeked daughter of Chryses. Howbeit, 
Chryses, priest of Apollo, that smiteth afar, came 
to the swift ships of the brazen-coated Achaeans, 
to win freedom for his daughter, and he brought 
ransom past counting, bearing in his hands the 
fillets of Apollo, that smiteth afar, on a staff of gold, 
and he made prayer to all the Achaeans, but most 
of all to the two sons of Atreus, the marshallers of 
the host. Then all the rest of the Achaeans shouted 
assent, bidding reverence the priest and accept the 
glorious ransom ; yet the thing pleased not the heart 
of Agamemnon, son of Atreus, but he sent him 
away harshly, and laid upon him a stern command. 
So the old man went back again in wrath; and 
Apollo heard his prayer, for he was very dear to 
him, and sent against the Argives an evil dart. 
Then the folk began to die thick and fast, and the 
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shafts of the god ranged everywhere throughout 
the wide camp of the Achaeans. Howbeit to us 
the prophet with sure knowledge declared the oracles 
of the god that smiteth afar. Torthwith, then, I, 
the first, bade propitiate the god, but thereafter 
wrath laid hold of the son of Atreus, and straight- 
way he arose and spoke a threatening word, that 
hath now been brought to pass. For the bright- 
eyed Achaeans are taking the maiden in a swift 
ship to Chryse, and are bearing gifts to the god; 
while that other have heralds but now taken from 
my hut and led away, even the daughter of Briseus, 
whom the sons of the Achaeans gave me. But, 
if so be thou hast power, guard thou thine own 
son ; hie thee to Olympus and make prayer to Zeus, 
if ever thou hast made glad his heart by word or 
deed. Full often have I heard thee glorying in the 
halls of my father, and declaring that thou alone 
among the immortals didst ward off shameful ruin 
from the son of Cronos, lord of the dark clouds, 
on the day when the other Olympians were fain 
to put him in bonds, even Hera and Poseidon and 
Pallas Athene. But thou camiest, goddess, and 
didst loosé him from his bonds, when thou hadst 
with speed called to high Olympus him of the 
hundred hands, whom the gods call Briareus, but all 
men Aegaeon; for he is mightier than his father. 
He sate him down by the side of the son of Cronos, 
exulting in his glory, and the blessed gods were 
seized with fear of him, and bound not Zeus. This 
do thou now bring to his remembrance, and sit thee 
by his side, and clasp his knees, in hope that he 
may haply be minded to succour the Trojans, and for 


1 His father was Poseidon. 
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those others, the Achaeans, to pen them in among 
the sterns of their ships and around the sea as they are 
slain, to the end that they may all have profit of 
their king, and that the son of Atreus, wide-ruling 
Agamemnon may know his blindness in that he 
honoured no whit the best of the Achaeans.” 

Then Thetis made answer to him, shedding tears 
the while: “‘ Ah me, my child, why did I rear thee, 
cursed in my child-bearing ? Would that it had been 
thy lot to abide by thy ships without tears and with- 
out grief, seeing thy span of life is brief and endureth 
no long time ; but now art thou doomed to a speedy 
death and withal art compassed with sorrow above all 
men ; therefore to an evil fate did I bear thee in our 
halls. Yet to tell this thy saying to Zeus who 
hurleth the thunderbolt will I myself go to snowy 
Olympus, in hope that he may hearken. But do 
thou tarry by thy swift, sea-faring ships, and continue 
thy wrath against the Achaeans, and refrain thee 
utterly from battle; for Zeus went yesterday to 
Oceanus, to the blameless Ethiopians for a feast, 
and all the gods followed with him ; howbeit on the 
twelfth day he will come back again to Olympus, 
and then will I go to the house of Zeus with threshold 
of bronze, and will clasp his knees in prayer, and 
methinks I shall win him.” 

So saying, she went her way and left him where 
he was, wroth at heart for the fair-girdled woman’s 
sake, whom they had taken from>him by force in his 
despite ; and meanwhile Qdyssens came to Chryse 
bringing the holy hecatomb. When they were now 
got within the deep harbour, they furled the sail, 
and stowed it in the black ship, and the mast they 
lowered by the forestays and brought it to the 
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crutch with speed, and rowed her with oars to the 
place of anchorage. ‘Then they cast out the mooring- 
stones and made fast the stern cables, and themselves 
went forth upon the shore of the sea. Forth they 
brought the hecatomb for Apollo, that smiteth afar, 
and forth stepped also the daughter of Chryses from 
the sea-faring ship. Her then did Odysseus of 
many wiles lead to the altar, and place in the arms 
of her dear father, saying unto him: ‘“ Chryses, 
Agamemnon, king of men, sent me forth to bring 
to-thee thy daughter, and to offer to Phoebus a 
holy heeatomb on the Danaans’ behalf, that there- 
with we may propitiate the king, who hath now 
brought upon the Argives woes and lamentation.” 

So saying he placed her in his arms, and he joyfully 
took his dear child; but they made haste to set in 
array for the god the holy hecatomb around the well- 
built altar, and thereafter they washed their hands, 
and took up the barley grains. Then Chryses lifted 
up his hands, and prayed aloud for them: ‘“ Hear 
me, thou of the silver bow, who dost stand over 
Chryse and holy Cilla, and dost rule mightily over 
Tenedos. Even as aforetime thou didst hear me 
when I prayed—to me thou didst do honour, and 
didst mightily smite the host of the Achaeans— 
even so now do thou fulfil me this my desire : ward 
thou off now from the Danaans the loathly pestil- 
ence. 

So he spake in prayer, and Phoebus Apollo heard 
him. Then, when they had prayed, and had 
sprinkled the barley grains, they first drew back 
Bie victims’ heads, and cut their throats, and flayed 
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them, and cut out the thighs and covered them with 

a double layer of fat, and laid raw flesh thereon. 
And the old man burned them on billets‘of wood, 
and made libation over them of flaming wine ; and 
beside him the young men held in their hands 
the five-pronged forks. But when the thigh-picces 
were wholly burned, and they had tasted of the 
inner parts, they cut up the rest and spitted it, and 
roasted it carefully, and drew all off the spits. Then, 
when they had ceased from their labour and had 
made ready the meal, they feasted, nor did their 
hearts lack aught of the equal feast. But when 
they had put from them the desire of food and 
drink, the youths filled the bowls brim full of drink 
and served out to all, first pouring drops for libation 
into the cups. So the whole day long they sought \ 
to appease the god with song, singing the beautiful \ 
paean, the sons of the Achaeans, hymning the god i 
that worketh afar; and his heart was glad, as he | 
heard. 

But when the sun set and darkness came on, they 
laid them down to rest by the stern cables of the 
ship, and as soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy- 
fingered, then they set sail for the wide camp of 
the Achaeans. And Apollo, that worketh afar, 
sent them a favouring wind, and they set up the 
mast and spread the white sail. So the wind filled 
the belly of the sail, and the dark wave sang loudly 
about the stem of the ship, as she went, and she sped 
over the wave, aecomplishing her way. But when 
they were come to the wide camp of the Achaeans, . 
they drew the black ship up on the shore, high upon 
the sands, and set in line the long props beneath, and 
themselves scattered among the huts and ships. 
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But he in his wrath abode beside his swift-faring 
ships, the heaven-sprung son of Peleus, Achilles, 
swift of foot. Never did he go forth unto the place of 
gathering, where men win glory, nor ever unto war, 
but made his own heart to waste, as he tarried where 
he was; and he longed for the war-ery and the 
battle. 

Now when the twelfth morn thereafter was eome, 
then unto Olympus fared the gods that are for ever, 
all in one eompany, and Zeus led the way. And 
Thetis forgat not the behest of her son, but uprose 
from the wave of the sea, and at early morn mounted 
up to great heaven and Olympus. There she found 
the son of Cronos, whose vgiee is borne afar, as he 
sat apart from the rest upon the topmost peak of 
many-ridged Olympus. So she sate her down before 
him, and laid hold of his knees with her left hand, 
while with her right she clasped him beneath the 
ehin, and she spake in prayer to king Zeus, son of 
Cronos: “ Father Zeus, if ever amid the immortals 
I gave thee aid by word or deed, fulfil thou me this 
prayer: do honour to my son, who is doomed to a 
speedy death beyond all men beside; yet now hath 
Agamemnon, king of men, put dishonour upon 
him, for he has taken and keepeth his prize by his 
own arrogant aet. But do thou show him honour, 
Olympian Zeus, lord of counsel; for thus long do 
thou give might to the Trojans, even until the 
Achaeans do honour to my son, and magnify him 
with reeompense.”’ 

So said she; howbeit Zeus, the eloud-gatherer, 
spake no word to her, but sat long time in silenee. 
Yet Thetis, even as she had clasped his knees, so 
held to him, clinging close, and questioned him again 
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a second time: “‘ Promise me now this thing in 
very sooth and bow thine head thereto, or else deny 
me, for there is naught to make thee afraid ; that I 
may know full well how far I among all the gods 
am honoured the least.” 

Then, greatly troubled, Zeus, the cloud-gatherer 
spake to her: “Verily here will be sorry work, 
seeing thou wilt set me on to engage in strife with 
Hera, whenso she shall anger me with jaunting 
words. Even now is she wont ever to upbraid me 
among the immortal gods, and to declare that I 
give aid to the Trojans in battle. But do thou 
for this present depart again, lest Hera mark aught ; 
and I will take theught for these things to bring all 
to pass. Nay, come, I will bow my head to thee, 
that thou mayest be certain, for this from me is the 
surest token among the immortals; no word of 
mine may be recalled, nor is false, nor unfulfilled, 
whereto I bow my head.” 

The son of Cronos spake, and bowed his dark brow 
in assent, and the ambrosial locks waved from the 
king’s immortal head ; and he made great Olympus 
to quake. 

When the twain had taken counsel together on 
this wise, they parted ; she leapt straightway into the 
deep sea from gleaming Olympus, and Zeus went 
to his own palace. All the gods together rose from 
their seats before the face of their father; neither 
did any dare to await his coming, but they all rose 
up before him. So he sate him down there upon his 
throne; but Hera saw, and failed not to mark 
how that silver-footed Thetis, daughter of the old 
man of the sea, had taken counsel with him. Forth- 
with then she spake to Zeus, son of Cronos, with 
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1 The word daiuévios properly means ‘* under the influence 
of a daluwy.”” It is used in the vocative in cases where the 
person addressed is acting in some unaccountable or ill- 
omened way. Hence the tone varies from angry remonstrance 
to gentile expostulation, or even pity. 
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mocking words: “Who of the gods, thou crafty 
one, hath now again taken counsel with thee? 
Ever is it thy good pleasure to hold aloof from me, 
and to give judgments which thou hast pondered 
in secret, nor hast thou ever brought thyself with a 
ready heart to declare unto me the matter whieh 
thou dost purpose.” : 
Then made answer to her the father of men and 
ods: “ Hera, think not that thou shalt know all my 
words: hard will they prove for thee, my wife though 
thou art. Nay, whatso it is fitting thou shouldest 
hear, this none other shall know before thee, whether 
of gods or men; but what I am minded to purpose 
apart from the gods, of all this do thou not in any 
wise make question, nor ask thereof.” 
Then made answer to him the ox-eyed, queenly 
era: “‘ Most dread son of Cronos, what a word 
hast thou said! Yea, verily, of old have I not been 
vont to ask thee nor make question, but at thine 
ease thou devisest all things whatsoever thou wilt. 
ut now I have wondrous dread at heart, lest silver- 
ooted Thetis, daughter of the old man of the sea, 
have beguiled thee ; for at early dawn she sat by 
thee and clasped thy knees. Ts her, methinks, 
hou didst bow thine head in sure token that thou 
wilt honour Achilles, and bring many to death 
beside the ships of the Achaeans.” 
\. Then in answer to her spake Zeus, the cloud- 
gatherer: “ Strange queen,! ever art thou imagining, 
and I eseape thee not; yet shalt thou in no wise 
have power to accomplish*aught, but shalt be the 
further from my heart; and that shall be even the 
worse for thee. If this thing is as thou sayest, then 
‘must it be my good pleasure. Nay, sit thee down 
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in silence, and hearken to my word, lest all the gods 
that are in Olympus avail thee not against my 
drawing near, whenso I put forth upon thee my 
irresistible hands.”’ 

He spake, and ox-eyed, queenly Hera was seized 
with fear, and sate her down in silence, curbing her 
heart. Then troubled were the gods of heaven 
throughout the palace of Zeus, and among them 
Hephaestus, the famed craftsman, was first to speak, 
doing pleasure to his dear mother, white-armed 
Hera: “ Verily, here will be sorry work, that is no 
more to be borne, if ye twain are to wrangle thus 
for mortals’ sakes, and set the gods in tumult; 
neither will there any wise be joy in the goodly 
feast, seeing worser things prevail. And I give 
counsel to my mother, wise though she be herself, to 
do pleasure to our dear father Zeus, that the father 
upbraid her not again, and bring confusion upon 
our feast. What and if the Olympian, the lord of 
the lightning, be minded to dash us from our seats ! 
for he is mightiest far. Nay, bespeak thou him 
with gentle words ; so shall the Olympian forthwith 
be gracious unto us.” 

So saying, he sprang up and placed in his dear 
mother’s hand the double cup, and spake to her: 
“ Be of good cheer, my mother, and efidure for all 
thy grief, lest, dear as thou art to me, mine eyes 
behold thee smitten, and then J shall in no wise be 
able to succour thee for all my sorrow; for a hard 
foe is the Olympian to meet in strife. Yea, on a 
time ere this, when I was fain to save thee, he 
aught me by the foot and hurled me from the 
heavenly threshold ; the whole day long was J borne 
1eadiong, and at set of sun I fell in Lemnos, and 
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but little life was in me. There did the Sintian folk 
make haste to tend me for my fall.” 

So spake he, and the goddess, white-armed Hera, 
smiled, and smiling took in her hand the cup from 
her son. Then he poured wine for all the other 
gods from left to right, drawing forth sweet nectar 
from the bowl. And laughter unquenchable arose 
among the blessed gods, as they saw Hephaestus 
puffing through the palace. 

Thus the whole day long till set of sun they 
feasted, nor did their heart lack aught of the equal 
feast, nor of the beauteous lyre, that Apollo held, 
nor yet of the Muses, that sang, replying one to 
the other with sweet voices. 

But when the bright light of the sun was set, they 
went each to his own house to take their rest, where 
for each one a palace had been builded with cunning 
skill by the famed Hephaestus, the god of the two 
strong arms; and Zeus, the Olympian, lord of the 
lightning, went to his couch, where of old he was 
wont to take his rest, when sweet sleep came upon 
him. ‘There went he up and slept, and beside him 
lay Hera of the golden throne. 
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Now all the other gods and men, lords of chariots, 
slumbered the whole night through, but Zeus was 
not holden of sweet sleep, for he was pondering in 
his heart how he might do honour to Achilles and 
lay many low beside the ships of the Achaeans. And 
this plan seemed to his mind the best, to send to 
Agamemnon, son of Atreus, a baneful dream. So 
he spake, and addressed him with winged words: 
“ Up, go, thou baneful Dream, unto the swift ships 
of the Achaeans, and when thou art come to the hut 
of Agamemnon, son of Atreus, tell him all my 
word truly, even as I charge thee. Bid him arm 
the long-haired Achaeans with all speed, since now 
he may take the broad-wayed city of the Trojans. 
For the immortals, that have homes upon Olympus, 
are no longer divided in counsel, since Hera hath 
bent the minds of all by her supplication, and over 
the Trojans hang woes. 

So spake he, and the Dream went his way, when 
he had heard this saying. Forthwith he came to 
the swift ships of the Achaeans, and went his way 
to Agamemnon, son of Atreus, and found him 
sleeping in his hut, and over him was shed ambrosial 
slumber. So he took his stand above his head, in 
the likeness of the son of Neleus, even Nestor, whom 
above all the elders Agamemnon held in honour; 
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likening himself to him, the Dream from heaven 
spake, saying : “ Thou sleepest, son of wise-hearted 
Atreus, the tamer of horses. To sleep the whole 
night through beseemeth not a man that is a 
counsellor, to whom a host is entrusted, and upon 
whom rest so many cares. But now, hearken thou 
quickly unto me, for I am a messenger to thee from 
Zeus, who, far away though he be, hath exceeding 
care for thee and pity. He biddeth thee arm the 
long-haired Achaeans with all speed, since now thou 
mayest take the broad-wayed city of the Trojans. 
For the immortals that have homes upon Olympus 
are no longer divided in eounsel, since Hera hath 
bent the minds of all by her supplication, and over 
the Trojans hang woes by the will of Zeus. But do 
thou keep this in thy heart, nor let forgetfulness lay 
hold of thee, whenso honey-hearted sleep shall let 
thee go.” 

So spake the Dream, and departed, and left him 
there, pondering in his heart on things that were 
not to be brought to pass. For in sooth he deemed 
that he should take the city of Priam that very day, 
fool that he was! seeing he knew not what deeds 
Zeus was purposing, who was yet to bring woes 

-and groanings on Trojans alike and Danaans through- 
out the course of stubborn fights. Then he awoke 
from sleep, and the divine voice was ringing in his 
ears. He sat upright and did on his soft tunic, 
fair and glistering and about him cast his great 
cloak, and beneath his shining feet he bound his fair 
sandals, and about his shoulders flung his silver- 
studded sword; and he grasped the sceptre of his 
fathers, imperishable ever, and therewith took his 
way along the ships of the brazen-eoated Achaeans. 
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Now the goddess Dawn went up to high Olympus, 
to announce the light to Zeus and the other immortals, 
but Agamemnon bade the clear-voiced heralds 
summon to the place of gathering the long-haired 
Achaeans. And they made summons, and the men 
gathered full quickly. 

But the king first made the council of the great- 
souled elders to sit down beside the ship of Nestor, 
the king Pylos-born. And when he had ealled them 
together, he contrived a cunning plan, and said: 
“ Hearken, my friends, a Dream from heaven came 
to me in my sleep through the ambrosial night, 
and most like was it to goodly Nestor, in form and 
in stature and in build. It took its stand above my 
head, and spake to me, saying: ‘Thou sleepest, 
son of wise-hearted Atreus, the tamer of horses. « 
To sleep the whole night through beseemeth not a 
man that is a counsellor, to whoma host is en- 
trusted, and upon whom rest so many cares. But 
now, hearken thou quickly unto me, for I am a 
messenger to thee from Zeus, who, far away though 
he be, hath exceeding care for thee and pity. He 
biddeth thee arm the long-haired Achaeans with all 
speed, since now thou mayest take the broad-wayed 
city of the Trojans. For the immortals that have 
homes upon Olympus are no longer divided in 
counsel, since Hera hath bent the minds of all by her 
supplication, and over the Trojans hang woes by the 
will of Zeus. But do thou keep this in thy heart.’ 
So spake he, and was flown away, and sweet sleep 
let me go. Nay, come now, if in any wise we may, 
let us arm the sons of the Achaeans ; but first will 
I make trial of them in speech, as is right, and will 
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bid them flee with their benched ships; but do 
you from this side and from that bespeak them, 
and strive to hold them back.” 

So saying, he sate him down, and among them 
uprose Nestor, that was king of sandy Pylos. He 
with good intent addressed their gathering and spake 
among them: ‘‘ My friends, leaders and rulers of 
the Argives, were it any other of the Achaeans that 
told us this dream we might deem it a false thing, 
and turn away therefrom the more; but now hath 
he seen it who declares himself to be far the mightiest 
of the Achaeans. Nay, come then, if in any wise 
we may arm the sons of the Achaeans.” 

He spake, and led the way forth from the council, 
and the other sceptred kings rose up thereat and 
obeyed the shepherd of the host; and the people 
the while were hastening on. Even as the tribes 
of thronging bees go forth from some hollow rock, 
ever coming on afresh, and in clusters over the flowers 
of spring fly in throngs, some here, some there ; 
éven so from the ships and huts before the low 
sea-beach marched forth in companies their many 
tribes to the place of gathering. And in their midst 
blazed forth Rumour, messenger of Zeus, urging them 
to go; and they were gathered. And the place of 
gathering was in a turmoil, and the earth groaned 
beneath them, as the people sate them down, and 
a din arose. Nine heralds with shouting sought to 
restrain them, if so be they might refrain from uproar 
and give ear to the kings, nurtured of Zeus. Hardly 
at the last were the people made to sit, and were 
stayed in their places, ceasing from their clamour. 
Then among them lord Agamemnon uprose, bearing 
in his hands the sceptre which Hephaestus had 
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1 uéyas Aristarchus: péya Zenodotus, mss. 
* Lines 111-118 were rejeeted by Zenodotus. 
3 alaxpdv yap 765€ y’: XbBy yap T4de >’ Zenodotus, 
“ Line 124 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
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wrought with toil, Hephaestus gave it to king 
Zeus, son of Cronos, and Zeus gave it to the 
messenger Argeiphontes; and Hermes, the lord, 
gave it to Pelops, driver of horses, and Pelops 
in turn gave it to Atreus, shepherd of the host ; 
and Atreus at his death left it to Thyestes, rich 
in flocks, and Thyestes again left it to Agamem- 
non to bear, that so he might be lord of many isles 
and of all Argos. Thereon he leaned, and spake 
his word among the Argives : “‘ My friends, Danaan 
warriors, squires of Ares, great Zeus, son of 
Cronos, hath ensnared me in grievous blindness 
of heart, cruel god! seeing that of old he promised 
me, and bowed his head thereto, that not until I 
had sacked well-walled Ilios should I get me home ; 
but now hath he planned cruel deceit, and bids me 
return inglorious to Argos, when I have lost much 
people. So, I ween, must be the good pleasure of 
Zeus, supreme in might, who hath laid low the 
heads of many cities, yea, and shall yet lay low, 
for his power is above all, A shameful thing is this 
even for the hearing of men that are yet to be, how 
that thus vainly so goodly and so great a host of the 
Achaeans warred a bootless war, and fought with 
men fewer than they, and no end thereof hath as yet 
beenseen. For should we be minded, both Achaeans 
and Trojans, to swear a solemn oath with sacrifice, 
and to number ourselves, and should the Trojans be 
gathercd together, even all they that have dwellings 
in the city, and we Achaeans be marshalled by tens, 
and choose, each company of us, a man of the Trojans 
to pour our wine, then would many tens lack a cup- 
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1 Lines 130-133 were rejected by Aristarchus. 
2 Line 141 was rejected by some ancient critics. 
5 Line 143 was rejected by Aristarchus. 

4 @) Zenodotus: ws mss. 
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bearer ; so far, I deem, do the sons of the Achaeans 
outnumber the Trojans that dwell in the city. But 
allies there be out of many cities, men that wield 
the spear, who hinder me mightily, and for all that 
I am fain, suffer me not to sack the well-peopled 
citadel of Tlios. Already have nine years of great _ 
Zeus gone by, and lo, our ships’ timbers are rotted, 
and the tackling loosed ; and our wives, I ween, and 
little children sit in our halls awaiting us; yet is our 
task wholly unaccomplished in furtherance «whe -e- 
of we came hither. Nay, come, even as I shall 
bid, let us all obey: let us flee with our ships to 
our dear native land; for no more is there hope 
that we shall take broad-wayed Troy.” 

So spake he, and roused the hearts in the breasts 
of all throughout the multitude, as many as had 
not heard the council. And the gathering was 
stirred like the long sea-waves of the Icarian main, 
which the East Wind or the South Wind has raised, 
rushing upon them from the clouds of father Zeus. 
And even as when the West Wind at its coming 
stirreth a deep cornfield with its violent blast, and 
the ears bow thereunder, even so was all their 
gathering stirred, and they with loud shouting 
rushed towards the ships; and from beneath their 
feet the dust arose on high. And they called each 
one to his fellow to lay hold of the ships and draw 
them into the bright sea, and they set themselves 
to clear the launching-ways, and their shouting went 
up to heaven, so fain were they of their return 
home; and they began to take the props from 
beneath the ships. 

Then would the Argives have accomplished their 
return even beyond what was ordained, had not 
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1 For line 156 Zenodotus read, 
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2 Lines 160-162 (= 176-178) were rejected by Aristarchus. 

3 Line 164 (=180) was rejected by Aristarchus. 
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Hera spoken a word to Athena, saying : “ Out upon 
it, child of Zeus that beareth the aegis, unwearied 
one! Is it thus indeed that the Argives are to flee 
to their dear native land over the broad back of the 
sea? Aye, and they would leave to Priam and the 
Trojans their boast, even Argive Helen, for whose 
sake many an Achaean hath perished in Troy, far 
from his dear native land. But go thou now through- 
out the host of the brazen-coated Achaeans; with 
thy gentle words seek thou to restrain every man, 
neither suffer them to draw into the sea their curved 
ships.” 

So spake she, and the goddess, flashing-eyed 
Athene, failed not to hearken. Down from the 
peaks of Olympus she went darting, and specdily 
came to the swift ships of the Achaeans. There 
she found Odysseus, the peer of Zeus in counsel, 
as he stood. He laid no hand upon his benched, 
black ship, for that grief had come upon his heart 
and soul; and flashing-eyed Athene stood near him, 
and said: “Son of Laértes, sprung from Zeus, 
Odysseus of many wiles, is it thus indeed that ye 
will fling yourselves on your benched ships to flee 
to your dear native land? Aye, and ye would leave 
to Priam and the Trojans their boast, even Argive 
Helen, for whose sake many an Achaean hath 
perished in ‘Troy, far from his dear native land. 
But go thou now throughout the host of the Achaeans, 
and hold thee back no more ; and with thy gentle 
words seek thou to restrain every man, neither suffer 
them to draw into the sea their curved ships.” 

So said she, and he knew the voice of the goddess 
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as she spake; and set him to run, and cast from him 
his cloak, which his herald gathered up, even Eury- 
bates of Ithaca, that waited on him. But himself 
he went straight to Agamemnon, son of Atreus, 
and received at his hand the staff of his fathers, 
imperishable ever, and therewith went his way along 
the ships of the brazen-coated Achaeans. 

Whomsoever he met that was a chieftain or man 
of note, to his side would he come and with gentle 
words seek to restrain him, saying: ‘‘ Good Sir, it 
beseems not to seek to affright thee as if thou wert 
a coward, but do thou thyself sit thee down, and make 
the rest of thy people to sit. - For thou knowest not 
yet clearly what is the mind of the son of Atreus ; 
now he does but make trial, whereas soon he will 
smite the sons of the Achaeans. Did we not all hear 
what he spake in the council? Beware lest waxing 
wroth he work mischief to the sons of the Achaeans. 
Proud is the heart of kings, fostered of heaven ; for 
their honour is from Zeus, and Zeus, god of counsel, 
loveth them.” 

But whatsoever man of the people he saw, and 
found brawling, him would he smite with his staff, 
and chide with words, saying, “ Fellow, sit thou 
still, and hearken to the words of others that are 
better men than thou; whereas thou art unwarlike 
and a weakling, neither to be counted in war nor in 
counsel. In no wise shall we Achaeans all be kings 
here. No good thing is a multitude of lords; let 
there be one lord, one king, to whom the son of 
crooked-counselling Cronos hath vouchsafed the 
sceptre and judgments, that he may take counsel 
for his people.” 

Thus masterfully did he range through the host, 
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and they hasted back to the place of gathering 
from their ships and huts with noise, as when a 
wave of the loud-resounding sea thundereth on the 
long beach, and the deep roareth. 

Now the others sate them down and were stayed 
in their places, only there still kept chattering on 
Thersites of measureless speech, whose mind was 
full of great store of disorderly words, wherewith to 
utter revilings against the kings, idly, and in no 
orderly wise, but whatsoever he deemed would raise a 
laugh among theeArgives. Lvil-favoured was he 
beyond all men that came to [lios : he was bandy- 
legged and lame in the one foot, and his two shoulders 
were rounded, stooping together over his chest, and 
above them his head was warpen, and a scant stubble 
grew thereon. Hateful was he to Achilles above all, 
and to Odysseus, for it was they twain that he was 
wont to revile; but now again with shrill cries he 
uttered abuse against goodly Agamemnon. With 
him were the Achaeans exceeding wroth, and had 
indignation in thcir hearts. Howbeit with loud 
shoutings he spake and chid Agamemnon : 

“Son of Atreus, with what art thou now again 
discontent, or what lack is thine? Tilled are thy 
huts with bronze, and women full many are in thy 
huts, chosen spoils that we Achaeans give thee first 
of all, whensoe’er we take a citadel. Or dost thou 
still want gold also, which some man of the horse- 
taming Trojans shall bring thee out of Ilios as a 
ransom for his son, whom I haply have bound and 
led away or some other of the Achaeans? Or is it 
some young girl for thee to know in love, whom 
thou wilt keep apart for thyself? Nay, it beseemeth 
not one that is their captain to bring to ill the sons 
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of the Achaeans. Soft fools! base things of shame, 
ye women of Achaea, men no more, homeward let us 

o with our ships, and leave this fellow here in 
the land of Troy to digest his prizes, that so he may 
learn whether in us too there is aught of aid for him 
or no—for him that hath now done dishonour to 
Achilles, a man better far than he; for he hath 
taken away, and keepeth his prize by his own 
arrogant act. Of a surety there is naught of wrath 
in the heart of Achilles; nay, he heedeth not at all; 
else, son of Atreus, wouldest thou now work insolence 
for the last time.” 

So spake Thersites, railing at Agamemnon, 
shepherd of the host. But quickly to his side came 
goodly Odysseus, and with an angry glance from 
beneath his brows, chid him with harsh words, 
saying : “ Thersites of reckless speech, clear-voiced 
talker though thou art, refrain thee, and be not 
minded to strive singly against kings. For I deem 
that there is no viler mortal than thou amongst all 
those that with the sons of Atreus came beneath 
Ilios. Wherefore ’twere well thou shouldest not 
take the name of kings in thy mouth as thou pratest, 
to cast reproaches upon them, and to watch for 
home-going. In no wise do we know clearly as yet 
how these things are to be, whether it be for good 
or ill that we sons of the Achaeans shall return. 
Therefore dost thou now continually utter revilings 
against Atreus’ son, Agamemnon, shepherd of the 
host, for that the Danaan warriors give him gifts 
full many; whereas thou pratest on with railings. 
But I will speak out to thee, and this word shall 
verily be brought to pass : if I find thee again playing 
the fool, even as now thou dost, then may the head 
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of Odysseus abide no more upon his shoulders, nor 
may I any more be called the father of Telemachus, 
if I take thee not, and strip off thy raiment, thy 
cloak, and thy tunic that cover thy nakedness, and 
for thyself send thee wailing to the swift ships, 
beaten forth from the place of gathering with 
shameful blows.” 

So spake Odysseus, and with his staff smote his 
back and shoulders ; and Thersites cowered down, 
and a big tear fell from him, and a bloody weal rose 
up on his back beneath the staff of gold. Then he 
sate him down, and fear came upon him, and stung 
by pain with helpless looks he wiped away the tear. 
But the Achaeans, sore vexed at heart though they 
were, broke into a merry laugh at him, and thus 
would one speak with a glance at his neighbour : 
“ Out upon it ! verily hath Odysseus ere now wrought 
good deeds without number as leader in good counsel 
and setting battle in array, but now is this deed far 
the best that he hath wrought among the Argives, 
seeing he hath made this scurrilous babbler to cease 
from his prating. Never again, I ween, will his 
proud spirit henceforth set him on to rail at kings 
with words of reviling.” 

So spake the multitude ; but up rose Odysseus, 
sacker of cities, the sceptre in his hand, and by his 
side flashing-eyed Athene, in the likeness of a herald, 
bade the host keep silence, that the sons of the 
Achaeans, both the nearest and the farthest, might 
hear his words, and lay to heart his counsel. He 
with good intent addressed their gathering and spake 
among them: “Son of Atreus, now verily are the 
Achaeans minded to make thee, O king, the most 
despised among all mortal men, nor will they fulfil 
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4 Others prefer to render, ‘* When ithe ships had been 
gathering but one day or two in Aulis.” 
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the promise that they made to thee, while faring 
hitherward from Argos, the pasture-land of horses, 
that not until thou hadst sacked well-walled Llios 
shouldest thou get thee home. For like little 
children or widow women do they wail eacli to the 
other in longing to return home. Verily there is 
toil enow to make a man return disheartened. For 
he. that abideth but one single month far from his 
wife in his benched ship hath vexation of heart, even 
he whom winter blasts and surging seas keep afar ; 
but for us is the ninth ycar at its turn, while we 
abide here ; wherefore I count it not shame that the 
Achaeans have vexation of heart beside their beaked 
ships; yet even so it is a shameful thing to tarry 
long, and return empty. Endure, my friends, and 
abide for a time, that we may know whether the 
prophecies of Calchas be ‘true, or no. For this in 
truth do we know well in our hearts, and ye are all 
witnesses thereto, even as many as the fates of death 
have not borne away. It was but as yesterday or 
the day before, when the ships of the Achaeans 
were gathering in Aulis,! laden with woes for Priam 
and the Trojans ; and we round about a spring were 
offering to the immortals upon the holy altars 
heeatombs that bring fulfilment, beneath a fair 
plane-tree from whence flowed the bright water ; 
then appeared a great portent: a serpent, blood- 
red on the back, terrible, whom the Olympian 
himself had sent forth to the light, glided from 
beneath the altar and darted to the plane-tree. 
Now upon this were the younglings of a sparrow, 
tender little ones, on the topmost bough, cowering 
beneath the leaves, eight in all, and the mother 
that bare them was the ninth. Then the serpent 
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1 rerpryaras: terifovras Zenodotus. 
2 dityrov : apltndror, dpldnrov Zenodotus. 
3 Ling 319 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
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devoured them as they twittered piteously, and the 
mother fluttered around them, wailing for her dear 
little ones; howbeit he coiled himself and caught 
her by the wing as she screamed about him. But 
when he had devoured the sparrow’s little ones 
and the mother with them, the god, who had brought 
him to the light, made him to be unseen; for the 
son of crooked-counselling Cronos turned him to 
stone; and we stood there and marvelled at what 
was wrought. So, when the dread portent brake 
in upon the hecatombs of the gods, then straightway 
did Calehas prophesy, and address our gathering, 
saying: ‘Why are ye thus silent, ye long-haired 
Achaeans? ‘Lo us hath Zeus the counsellor shewed 
this great sign, late in coming, late in fulfilment, 
the fame whereof shall never perish. Even as this 
serpent devoured the sparrow’s little ones and the 
mother with them—the eight, and the mother that 
bare them was the ninth—so shall we war there for 
so many years, but in the tenth shall we take the 
broad-wayed city.’ On this wise spake Calchas, and 
now all this is verily being brought to pass. Nay, 
come, abide ye all, ye well-greaved Achaeans, even 
where ye are, until we take the great city of Priam.” 

So spake he, and the Argives shouted aloud, and 
all round about them the ships echoed wondrously 
beneath the shouting of the Achaeans, as they 
praised the words of godlike Odysseus. And there 
spake among them the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia : 
“Now look you; in very truth are ye holding 
assembly after the manner of silly boys that care 
no whit for deeds of war. What then is to be the 
end of our compacts and our oaths? Nay, into the 
fire let us cast all counsels and plans of warriors, 
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1 Possibly, ‘‘ the strivings and groanings of Helen.” So 
some ancient critics, who held that in the Odyssey Helen 
is represented as having left her home willingly, whereas in 
the Jliad she is regarded as having been taken away by 
force. These critics referred the two poems to different 
authors. 
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the drink-offerings of unmixed wine, and the hand- 
clasps wherein we put out trust. Tor vainly do we 
wrangle with words, nor can we find any device at 
all, for all our long tarrying here. Son of Atreus, do 
thou as of old keep unbending purpose, and be 
leader of the Argives throughout stubborn fights ; 
and for these, let them perish, the one or two of the 
Achaeans, that take secret counsel apart—yet no 
accomplishment shall come therefrom—to depart 
first to Argos or ever we have learned whether the 
promise of Zeus that beareth the aegis be a lie or 
no. For I declare that Cronos’ son, supreme in 
might, gave promise with his nod on that day when 
the Argives went on board their swift-faring ships, 
bearing unto the Trojans death and fate; for he 
lightened on our right and shewed forth signs of 
good. Wherefore let no man make haste to depart 
homewards until each have lain with the wife of 
some Trojan, and have got him requital for his 
strivings and groanings for Helen’s sake. Howbeit, 
if any man is exceeding fain to depart homewards, 
let him lay his hand upon his black, well-benched 
ship, that before the face of all he may meet death 
and fate. But do thou, O king, thyself take good 
counsel, and hearken to another; the word what- 
soever I speak, shalt thou not lightly cast aside. 
Separate thy men by tribes, by clans, Agamemnon, 
that clan may bear aid to clan and tribe to tribe. 
If thou do thus, and the Achaeans obey thee, thou 
wilt know then who among thy captains is a coward, 
and who among thy men, and who too is brave ; 
for they will fight each clan for itself.2 So shalt thou 


2 That is, the fact that the glory of success will accrue to 
his clan, will be an incentive to each man to do his best. 
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know whether it is even by the will of heaven that 
thou shalt not take the city, or by the cowardice of 
thy folk and their witlessness in war.” 

Then in answer to him spake the king, Agamem- 
non: “ Aye verily once more, old sir, art thou pre- 
eminent in speech above the sons of the Achaeans. 
I would, O father Zeus’and Athene and Apollo, 
that I had ten such counsellors ; then would the city 
of king Priam forthwith bow her head, taken and 
laid waste beneath our hands. But the son of 
Cronos, even Zeus that beareth the aegis, hath 
brought sorrows upon me, in that he casteth me into 
the midst of fruitless strifes and wranglings. For 
verily I and Achilles fought about a girl with 
violent words, and it was I that waxed wroth the 
first ; but if e’er we shall be at one in counsel, then 
shall there no more be any putting off of evil for the 
Trojans, no not for an instant. But for this present 
go ye to your meal, that we may join battle. Let 
every man whet well his spear and bestow well his 
shield, and let him well give to his swift-footed 
horses their food, and look wel] to his chariot on 
every side, and bethink him oreiighting; that the 
whole day through we may contend in hateful war. 
For of respite shall there intervene, no, not a whit, 
until night at its coming shall part the fury of 
warriors. Wet with sweat about the breast of many 
a man shall be the baldric of his sheltering shield, 
and about the spear shall his hand grow weary, 
and wet with sweat shall a man’s horse be, as he 
tugs at the polished car. But whomsoever I shall 
see minded to tarry apart from the fight beside the 
beaked ships, for him shall there be no hope there- 
after to escape the dogs and birds.” 


79 


HOMER 


1) ww 3 7A ~ 8 A o> ¢ a A 
s dar’, "Apyetos S€ péy’ taxov, ws OTe Kdpa 
ath ed? tindf, dre kwon Noros édOev, 3 
mpoBArt oxoméAw: tov 8 of more KUpara Acie 
mavroiay avénwy, or av ev 7 eva yévwwrat. 
avotavres 8 dpéovro Kedacbévres KaTa vias 
NaS » 
A ~ 
«dmvocdy Te Kara KAvotas, Kal Setmvoy EdovTo. 
dAdos 8 daw epele Deby alevyeverdwy, 4 
ebyduevos Odvardv Te duyeiv Kat @dAov “Apyos. 
xe c esr yw 3 > nde 
1 ~ ~ VA 
abrap 6 Body idpevoey dvat dvipdy ’Ayapeure 
niova mevraérnpov dmeppever Kpovian, 
kikAnoxev 8 yépovras apiorias Llavayatey 
? 
A 3 a 
Néoropa peéev mpériora Kat "[Sopevja dvaxta, + 
atrap emer Alavre Sdw kat Tuddos vidv 
> 
ry > > “ ~ 
éxrov 8 abr’ ’Odvoja, Act pijrw arddavrov. 
adrépatos S€ of FADE Bony dyads MevéAaos: 
4 ‘ A > a 3 
ydce yap Kard Ouyov ddeApedy ws emovetro. 
Body 8€ meptorjaavro Kal odAoxdras dvédovro: 
totow 8 edydpevos petédn Kpelwv “Ayapéepvwv: 
“ Ze KSucTe péviote, Kedawedes, ailepr vaiwr, 
pa mpiv én’ jédvov Sivar Kat emt Kvepas €Adetv, 
mpiv je Kata mpyves Badréew IIpedpovo preAaOpov 
aifaddev, mpioa dé mupds Syiovo Bdperpa, 
‘Exrépeov S€ yitdva mept oriPeoor daikar 
~ ¢ om ha > > > 1 ‘ ¢€ ~ 
yardc@ pwyadrdov: modes 8° aud’ adrov ératpor 
mpyvees ev kovinow d6a€ Aaloiaro yaiav.” 
"Os édar’, od’ dpa med of emexpdawe Kpoviww, 
LAN’ a ry ve A e , , 8 3 ‘es gy 
Gd’ 6 ye Séxro pev ipd, mévov 8° duéyaprov* dpedev. 
1 rpfjoat: mica Aristarchus (ef. ix. 242). 
3 duéyaprov: ddlagroy Aristarchus. 


80 


THE ILIAD, IL. 394-420 


So spake he, and the Argives shouted aloud as a 
wave against a high headland, when the South 
Wind cometh and maketh it to swell—even against 
a jutting crag that is never left by the waves of all 
the winds that come from this side or from that. 
And they arose and hasted to scatter among the 
ships, and made fires in the huts, and took their 
meal. And they made sacrifice one to one of the 
gods that are for ever, and one to another, with the 
prayer that they might escape from death and the 
moil of war. But Agamemnon, king of men, slew 
a fat bull of five years to the son of Cronos, supreme 
in might, and let call the elders, the chieftains 
of the Achaean host, Nestor, first of all, and king 
Tdomeneus, and thereafter the twain Aiantes and the 
son of Tydeus, and as the sixth Odysseus, the peer 
of Zeus in counsel. And unbidden came to him 
Menelaus, good at the war-cry, for he knew in his 
heart wherewith his brother was busied. About 
the bull they stood and took up the barley grains, 
and in prayer lord Agamemnon spake among 
them, saying: “Zeus, most glorious, most great, 
lord of the dark clouds, that dwellest in the heaven, 
grant that the sun set not, neither darkness come 
upon us, until I have cast down in headlong ruin 
the hall of Priam, blackened with smoke, and have 
burned with consuming fire the portals thereof, and 
cloven about the breast of Hector his tunic, rent with 
the bronze ; and in throngs may his comrades round 
about him fall headlong in the dust, and bite the 
earth.” 

So spake he; but not as yet would the son of 
Cronos grant him fulfilment ; nay, he accepted the 
sacrifice, but toil he made to wax unceasingly. 


VOL. I G 81 


HOMER 


bs AT > ee) a” \ 2 ’ - 
abrap eel p ev&avto Kal otAoy’ras mpoBdAovto, 
avépvoav pev mpata Kat eodagay Kal edetpar, 
pnpos 7 e&érapov Kara Te Kvion exddvipav 
Sinruxa Toujoarres, em” adtav 8 wpobérycav. 
\) ‘A A “ f > t , 
Kat Ta prev Gp oxilyow advAd\otow KaréKatov, 

f oS iw 3 5% fi e , e , 
omAayyva 8S’ dp’ dumetpavres vreipexov ‘Hpaiorowo. 
adrdap mei Kara pnp’ exdn Kal omAdyxv’ emdoavro, 
ptotudXov 7° dpa TaAXa Kai apd’ dBeAotow éretpar, 
anrnody Te wepippadéws, epvoavTd Te mavTa. 
avrap eet mavoavto movov TeTUKOVTO Te SaiTa, 
8 t ? > ig A > f My Dh 

atvuvr’, ote Te Oupos edeveTo SatTos elons. 
a > A ro Let tA > vw a 
adrap eel mdotos Kal edyTvos e€ Epov EvTo, 
rots dpa pubwy hpxe Tepyos imndra Néorwp: 
oe AN, to 50 Mw > rs] ~ mA , 

tpeldon KvdioTe, ava avdpav “Ayduepvov, 
penkere viv df adbe AcywpcOa, pond? Ere Sypov 
apparrwpeba epyov, 6 7 eds eyyvadiler. 

. >: ¥ / A ’ ~ i 
GAN dye, Kypuxes pev “Ayatdv yadKkoxyiTavev 
Aasv Kypvooovtes dyeipovTwy KaTa vias, 
¢ ~ i 10, v4 bo LY 4 > A DA\. A 
hycts 8° aOpdor Bde Kata otparov cdpdy “Axar@v 
w ca ~ > rf > A Mv a 
lopev, Ofpa Ke ODdaoov éeyetpomey ofdv “Apna. 
“Qs édar’, 08S amifnoev dva€ dvipdv *Aya- 
poepvev. 
tee te 4 a 
aurixka KnpvKeoot AvyuPPoyyoust KéAcvae 
Knpvocew moAcuovde KapN KopLowvras *AyaLous* 
of pev exjpuocov, Tot 8 HyelpovTo pad wxKa. 
ot & aud? ’Artpetwva diotpepdes BacrdAjes 
Bivov Kpivovres, peta S€ yAavK@ms “AOnvy, 
aiyis’ eyovo’ épityov ayypaov abavdrny Te, 
1 piv 540’ adOc: viv 6% radra Zenodotus. 
82 i 


THE ILIAD, II. 421-447 


Then, when they had prayed and had sprinkled the 
barley grains, they first drew back the victims’ 
heads and cut their throats, and flayed them; and 
they cut out the thigh-pieces and covered them with 
a double layer of fat, and laid raw flesh thereon. 
These they burned on billets of wood stripped of 
leaves, and the inner parts they pierced with spits, 
and held them over the flame of Hephaestus. But 
when the thigh-pieces were wholly burned and they 
had tasted of the inner parts, they cut up the rest 
and spitted it, and roasted it carefully, and drew all 
off the spits. ‘Then, when they had ceased from their 
labour and had made ready the meal, they feasted, 
nor did their hearts lack aught of the equal feast. 
But when they had put from them the desire of food 
and drink, among them the horseman, Nestor of 
Gerenia, was first to speak, saying : ‘‘ Most glorious 
son of Atreus, Agamemnon, king of men, let us now 
not any more remain gathered here, nor any more 
put off the work which verily the god vouchsafeth 
us. Nay, come, let the heralds of the brazen-coated 
Achaeans make proclamation, and gather together 
the host throughout the ships, and let us go thus in 
a body through the broad camp of the Achaeans, that 
we may with the more speed stir up sharp battle.” 
So spake he, and the king of men, Agamemnon, 
failed not to hearken. Straightway he bade the 
clear-voiced heralds summon to battle the long- 
haired Achaeans. And they made summons, and 
the host gathered full quickly. ‘The kings, nurtured 
of Zeus, that were about Atreus’ son, sped swiftly, 
marshalling the host, and in their midst was the 
flashing-eyed Athene, bearing the priceless aegis, 
that knoweth neither age nor death, wherefrom 
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1 Aequdy : yata Aristarchus. 


1 That is, ‘tthe whole body moves forward by the con- 
tinnal advance of single birds who keep settling in front of 
the rest’ (Leaf). 
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are hung an hundred tassels all of gold, all of them 
cunningly woven, and each one of the worth of 
an hundred oxen. Therewith she sped dazzling 
throughout the host of the Achaeans, urging them 
to go forth ; and in the heart of each man she roused 
strength to war and to battle without ceasing. 
And to them forthwith war became sweeter than to 
return in their hollow ships to thcir dear native land. 

Even as a consuming fire maketh a boundless 
forest to blaze on the peaks of a mountain, and from 
afar is the glare thereof to be seen, even so from 
their innumerable bronze, as they marched forth, 
went the dazzling gleam up through the sky unto 
the heavens. 

And as the many tribes of winged fowl, wild 
geese or cranes or long-necked swans on the Asian 
mead by the streams of Cajstrius, fly this way and 
that, glorying in their strength of wing, and with 
loud cries settle ever onwards, and the mead re- 
soundeth; even so their many tribes poured forth 
from ships and huts into the plain of Scamander, 
and the earth echoed wondrously beneath the tread 
of men and horses. So they took their stand in 
the flowery mead of Scamander, numberless, as are 
the leaves and the flowers in their season. 

Even as the many tribes of swarming flies that 
buzz to and fro throughout the herdsman’s farm- 
stead in the season of spring, when the milk drenches: 
the pails, even in such numbers stood the long- 
haired Achaeans upon the plain in the face of the 
men of Troy, eager to rend them asunder. 
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2 Lines 494-877 are omitted in some mss. and in a few 
are placed after the end of xxiv. 





1 The catalogue that follows enumerates the various 
contingents which made up the Greek forees at Troy in the 
following geographical order: (1) those from the mainland of 
Greece south of Thermopylae and from the adjacent islands; 
(2) those from the islands of the Southern Aegean from 
Crete to Cos and the Calydnae; and (3) those from Northern 
Greece, i.e. from the region exlending from Thermopylae 
to Mt. Olympus. 
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And even as goatherds separate easily the wide- 
scattered flocks of goats, when they mingle in the 
pasture, so did their leaders marshal them on this 
side and on that to enter into the battle, and among 
them lord Agamemnon, his eyes and head like unto 
Zeus that hurleth the thunderbolt, his waist like unto 
Ares, and his breast unto Poseidon. Even as a bull 
among the herd stands forth far the chiefest over 
all, for that he is pre-eminent among the gathering 
kine, even such did Zeus make Agamemnon on that 
day, pre-eminent among many, and chiefest amid 
warriors. 

Tell me now, ye Muses that have dwellings on 
Olympus—for ye are goddesses and are at hand 
and know all things, whereas we hear but a rumour 
and know not anything—who were the captains 
of the Danaans and their lords. But the common 
folk I could not tell nor name, nay, not though ten 
tongues were mine and ten mouths and a voice 
unwearying, and though the heart within me were 
of bronze, did not the Muses of Olympus, daughters 
of Zeus that beareth the aegis, call to my mind 
all them that came beneath Ilios. Now will I tell 
the captains of the ships and the ships in their 
order ; 

Of the Boeotians Peneleos and Leitus were 


The total of ships listed is 1186, and from the data given 
the troops would appear to have numbered from 100,000 to 
120,000. 

The catalogue is by many regarded as of later origin than 
the original Jliad, although there are valid grounds for 
assigning it to a very early date. For special studies of the 
problems involved reference may be made to Leaf, Homer 
and History (Macmillan, 1915), and to Allen, The Homerie 
Catalogue of Ships (Oxford, 1921). 
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captains, and Arcesilaus and Prothoénor and Clonius ; 
these were they that dwelt in Hyria and rocky 
Aulis and Schoenus and Scolus and Eteonus with 
its many ridges, Thespeia, Graea, and spacious 
Mycalessus; and that dwelt about Harma and 
Hilesium and Erythrae ; and that held Eleon and 
Hyle and Peteon, Ocalea and Medeon, the well- 
built citadel, Copae, Eutresis, and Thisbe, the haunt 
of doves; that dwelt in Coroneia and grassy Hali- 
artus, and that held Plataea and dwelt in Glisas ; 
that held lower Thebe, the well-built citadel, and 
holy Onchestus, the bright grove of Poseidon; and 
that held Arne, rich in vines, and Mideia and sacred 
Nisa and Anthedon on the seaboard. Of these there 
came fifty ships, and on board of each went young 
men of the Boeotians an hundred and twenty. 

And they that dwelt in Asplédon and Orchomenus 
of the Minyae were led by Ascalaphus and Ial- 
menus, sons of Ares, whom, in the palace of Actor, 
son of Azeus, Astyoche, the honoured maiden, 
conceived of mighty Ares, when she had entered 
into her upper chamber; for he lay with her in 
secret. And with these were ranged thirty hollow 
ships. 

And of the Phocians Schedius and Epistrophus 
were captains, sons of great-souled Iphitus, son of 
Naubolus; these were they that held Cyparissus 
and rocky Pytho, and sacred Crisa and Daulis and 
Panopeus; and that dwelt about Anemoreia and 
Hyampolis, and that lived beside the goodly river 
Cephisus, and that held Lilaea by the springs of 
Cephisus. With these followed forty black ships. 


2"Apvqv: “Agxpyy Zenodotus. 
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4 Line 528 was rejected by Zenodotus. 
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And their leaders busily marshalled the ranks of 
the Phocians, and made ready for battle hard by 
the Boeotians on the left. 

And the Locrians had as leader the swift son of 
Oileus, Aias the less, in no wise as great as Tela- 
monian Aias, but far less. Small of stature was he, 
with corselet of linen, but with the spear he far 
excelled the whole host of Hellenes and Achaeans. 
These were they that dwelt in Cynus and Opus and 
Calliarus and Bessa and Scarphe and lovely Augeiae 
and Tarphe and Thronium about the streams of 
Boagrius. With Aias followed forty black ships of 
the Locrians that dwell over against sacred Euboea. 

And the Abantes, breathing fury, that held 
Euboea and Chalcis and Eretria and Histiaea, rich 
in vines, and Cerinthus, hard by the sea, and the 
steep citadel of Dios; and that held Carystus and 
dwelt in Styra,—all these again had as leader 
Elephenor, scion of Ares, him that was son of Chalec- 
odon and captain of the great-souled Abantes. 
And with him followed the swift Abantes, with 
hair long at the back, spearmen eager with out- 
stretched ashen spears to rend the corselets about 
the breasts of the foemen. And with him there 
followed forty black ships. 

And they that held Athens, the well-built citadel, 
the land of great-hearted Erechtheus, whom of old 
Athene, daughter of Zeus, fostered, when the earth, 
the giver of grain, had borne him; and she made 
him to dwell in Athens, in her own rich sanctuary, and 
there the youths of the Athenians, as the years roll 
on in their courses, seek to win his favour with 
sacrifices of bulls and rams ;—these again had as 
leader Menestheus, son of Peteos. Like unto him 
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1 Lines 553-555 were rejental by Zenodotus, 
2 Line 558 was rejected b 4 Aristarchus. 
3 Lines 579 f. were rejected by Zenodotus. 
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was none other man upon the face of the earth for 
the marshalling of chariots and of warriors that bear 
the shield. Only Nestor could vie with him, for 
he was the elder. And with him there followed fifty 
black ships. 

And Aias led from Salamis twelve ships, and 
stationed them where the battalions of the Athenians 
stood. 

And they that held Argos and Tiryns, famed for 
its walls, and Hermione and Asine, that enfold the 
deep gulf, Troezen and Ejonae and vine-clad Epi- 
daurus, and the youths of the Achaeans that held 
Aegina and Mases,—these again had as leaders 
Diomedes, good at the war-cry, and Sthenelus, 
dear son of glorious Capaneus. And with them came 
a third, Euryalus, a godlike warrior, son of king 
Mecisteus, son of Talaus; but leader over them all 
was Diomedes, good at the war-cry. And with 
these there followed eighty black ships. 

And they that held Mycenae, the well-built 
citadel, and wealthy Corinth, and well-built Cleonae, 
and dwelt in Orneiae and lovely Araethyrea and 
Sicyon, whercin at the first Adrastus was king ; and 
they that held Hyperesia and steep Gonoessa and 
Pellene, and that dwelt about Aegium and through- 
out all Aegialus, and about broad Helice,—of these 
was the son of Atreus, lord Agamemnon, captain, 
with an hundred ships. With him followed most 
people by far and goodliest ; and among them he 
himself did on his gleaming bronze, a king all- 
glorious, and was pre-eminent among all the warriors, 
for that he was noblest, and led a people far the 
most in number. 

And they that held the hollow land of Lacedaemon 
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with its many ravines, and Pharis and Sparta and 
Messe, the haunt of doves, and that dwelt in Bryseiae 
and lovely Augeiae, and that held Amyclae and 
Helus, a citadel hard by the sea, and that held Laas, 
and dwelt about Oetylus,—these were led by Aga- 
memnon’s brother, even Menelaus, good at the 
war-cry, with sixty ships ; and they were marshalled 
apart. And himself he moved among them, confident 
in his zeal, urging his men to battle ; and above all 
others was his heart fain to get him requital for his 
strivings and groanings for Helen’s sake. 

And they that dwelt in Pylos and lovely Arene ° 
and Thryum, the ford of Alpheius, and fair-founded 
Aepy, and that had their abodes in Cyparisseis and 
Amphigeneia and Pteleos and Helus and Dorium, 
where the Muses met Thamyris the Thracian and 
made an end of his singing, even as he was journey- 
ing from Oechalia, from the house of Eurytus the 
Oechalian : for he vaunted with boasting that he 
would conquer, were the Muses themselves to sing 
against him, the daughters of Zeus that beareth the 
aegis; but they in their wrath maimed him, and 
took from him his wondrous song, and made him 
forget his minstrelsy ;—all these folk again had as 
leader the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia. And with 
him were ranged ninety black ships. 

And they that held Arcadia beneath the steep 
mountain of Cyllene, beside the tomb of Aepytus, 
where are warriors that fight in close combat ; and 
they that dwelt in Pheneos and Orchomenus, rich 
in flocks, and Rhipe and Stratia and wind-swept 
Enispe ; and that held Tegea and lovely Mantineia ; 
and that held Stymphalus and dwelt in Parrhasia, 
—all these were led by the son of Ancaeus, lord 
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Agapenor, with sixty ships; and on cach ship 
embarked full many Arcadian warriors well-skilled 
in fight. Yor. of himself had the king of men, 
Agamemnon, given them benched ships wherewith to 
cross over the wine-dark sea, even the son of Atreus, 
for with matters of seafaring had they nanght to do. 

And they that dwelt in Buprasium and goodly 
Elis, all that part thereof that Hyrmine and Myrsinus 
on the seaboard and the rock of Olen and Alesium 
enclose between them—these again had four leaders, 
and ten swift ships followed each one, and many 
Epeians embarked thereon. Of these some were 
led by Amphimachus and Thalpius, of the blood of 
Actor, sons, the one of Cteatus and the other of 
Eurytus ; and of some was the son of Amarynceus 
captain, even mighty Diores; and of the fourth 
company godlike Polyxeinus was captain, son of 
king Agasthenes, Augeias’ son. 

And those from Dulichium and the Echinae, the 
holy isles, that lie across the sea, aver against Elis, 
these again had as leader Meges, the peer of Ares, 
even the son of Phyleus, whom the horseman 
Phyleus, dear to Zeus, begat—he that of old had gone 
to dwell in Dulichium in wrath against his father. 
And with Meges there followed forty black ships. 

And Odysseus led the great-souled Cephallenians 
that held Ithaca and Neritum, covered with waving 
forests, and that dwelt in Crocyleia and rugged 
Aegilips ; and them that held Zacynthus, and that 
dwelt about Samos, and held the mainland and 
dwelt on the shores over against the isles. Of these 
was Odysseus captain, the peer of Zeus in counsel. 
And with him there followed twelve ships with 
vermilion prows. 
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And the Aetolians were led by Thoas, Andrae- 
mon’s son, even they that dwelt in Pleuron and 
Olenus and Pylene and Chalcis, hard by the sea, 
and rocky Calydon. For the sons of great-hearted 
Oeneus were no more, neither did he himself still 
live, and fair-haired Meleager was dead, to whom 
had commands been given that he should bear full 
sway among the Aetolians. And with Thoas there 
followed forty black ships. 

And the Cretans had as leader Idomeneus, famed 
for his spear, even they that held Cnosus and 
Gortys, famed for its walls, Lyctus and Miletus and 
Lycastus, white with chalk, and Phaestus and 
Rhytium, well-peopled cities; and all they beside 
that dwelt in Crete of the hundred cities. Of all 
these was Idomeneus, famed for his spear, captain, 
and Meriones, the peer of Enyalius, slayer of men. 
And with these there followed eighty black ships. 

And Tlepolemus, son of Heracles, a valiant man 
and tall, led from Rhodes nine ships of the lordly 
Rhodians, that dwelt in Rhodes sundered in three 
divisions—in Lindos and Jalysus and Cameirus, 
white with chalk. These were led by Tlepolemus, 
famed for his spear, he that was born to mighty 
Heracles by Astyocheia, whom he had led forth out 
of Ephyre from the river Selleis, when he had laid 
waste many cities of warriors fostered of Zeus. 
But when Tlepolemus had grown to manhood in 
the well-fenced palace, forthwith he slew his own 
father’s dear uncle, Licymnius, scion of Ares, who 
was then waxing old. So he straightway built him 
ships, and when he had gathered together much 
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people, went forth in flight over the sea, for that 
the other sons and grandsons of mighty Heracles 
threatened him. But he came to Rhodes in his 
wanderings, suffering woes, and there his people 
settled in three divisions by tribes, and were loved 
of Zeus that is king among gods and men ; and upon 
them was wondrous wealth poured by the son of 
Cronos. 

Moreover Nireus led three shapely ships from 
Syme, Nireus that was son of Aglaia and Charops 
the king, Nireus the comeliest man that came beneath 
Ilios of all the Danaans after the peerless son of 
Peleus. Howbeit he was a weakling, and but few 
people followed with him. 

And they that held Nisyrus and Crapathus and 
Casus and Cos, the city of Eurypylus, and the 
Calydnian isles, these again were led by Pheidippus 
and Antiphus, the two sons of king Thessalus, son 
of Heracles. And with them were ranged thirty 
hollow ships. 

Now all those again that inhabited Pelasgian 
Argos, and dwelt in Alos and Alope and Trachis, 
and that held Phthia and Hellas, the land of fair 
women, and were called Myrmidons and Hellenes 
and Achaeans—of the fifty ships of these men was 
Achilles captain. Howbeit they bethought them 
not of dolorous war, since there was no man to lead 
them forth into the ranks. For he lay in idleness 
among the ships, the swift-footed, goodly Achilles, 
in wrath because of the fair-haired girl Briseis, 
whom he had taken out of Lyrnessus after sore toil, 


# Line 681 was altered by Zenodotus, who gave, 
ot 6 “Apyos elyov 7d Hedacyixdy, obPap dpo'pys, 
> Lines 686-694 were rejected by Zenodotus. 
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1 The meaning is that, although married, Protesilaus 
left no son; hence his ééu0s was incomplete. Other: 
render, “ his bridal chamber but half-built.” 
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when he wasted Lyrnessus and the walls of Thebe, 
and laid low Mynes and Epistrophus, warriors that 
raged with the spear, sons of king Evenus, Selepus’ 
son. In sore grief for her lay Achilles idle ; but soon 
was he to arise again. 

And they that held Phylace and flowery Pyrasus, 
the sanctuary of Demeter, and Iton, mother of flocks, 
and Antron, hard by the sea, and Pteleos, couched 
in grass, these again had as leader warlike Protesilaus, 
while yet he lived; howbeit ere now the black 
earth held him fast. His wife, her two cheeks torn 
in wailing, was left in Phylace and his house but 
half established! while, for himself, a Dardanian 
warrior slew him as he leapt forth from his ship by 
far the first of the Achaeans. Yet neither were his 
men leaderless, though they longed for their leader ; 
for Podarces, scion of Ares, marshalled them, he 
that was son of Phylacus’ son, Iphiclus, rich in 
flocks, own brother to great-souled Protesilaus, and 
younger-born ; but the other was the elder and the 
better man, even the warrior, valiant Protesilaus. 
So the host in no wise lacked a leader, though they 
longed for the noble man they had lost. And with 
him there followed forty black ships. 

And they that dwelt in Pherae beside the lake 
Boebeis, and in Boebe, and Glaphyrae, and well- 
built Tolcus, these were led by the dear son of 
Admetus with eleven ships, even by Eumelus, 
whom Alcestis, queenly among women, bare to 
Admetus, even she, the comeliest of the daughters 
of Pelias. 

And they that dwelt in Methone and Thaumacia, 
and that held Meliboea and rugged Olizon, these 
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with their seven ships were led by Philoctetes, well- 
skilled in archery, and on each ship embarked fifty 
oarsmen well skilled to fight amain with the bow. 
But Philoctetes lay suffering grievous pains in an 
island, even in sacred Lemnos, where the sons of 
the Achaeans had left him in anguish with an evil 
wound from a deadly watcr-snake. There he lay 
suffering ; yet full soon were the Argives beside 
their ships to bethink them of king Philoctetes. 
Howbeit neither were these men leaderless, though 
they longed for their leader ; but Medon marshalled 
them, the bastard son of Oileus, whom Rhene bare 
to Oileus, sacker of cities. 

And they that held Tricca and Ithome of the crags, 
and Occhalia, city of Oechalian Eurytus, these again 
were led by the two sons of Asclepius, the skilled 
leeches Podaleirius and Machaon. And with these 
were ranged thirty hollow ships. 

And they that held Ormenius and the fountain 
Hypereia, and that held Asterium and the white 
crests of Titanus, these were led by Eurypylus, the 
glorious son of Euaemon. And with him there 
followed forty black ships. 

And they that held Argissa, and dwelt in Gyrtone, 
Orthe, and Elone, and the white city of Olodsson, 
these again had as leader Polypoetes, staunch in 
fight, son of Peirithous, whom immortal Zeus begat— 
even him whom glorious Hippodameia conceived to 
Peirithous on the day when he got him vengeance 
on the shaggy centaurs, and thrust them forth from 
Pelium, and drave them to the Aethices. Not alone 
was he, but with him was Leonteus, scion of Ares, 





* Lines 724 f. were rejected by Zenodotus. 
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‘the son of Caenus’ son, Coronus, high of heart. And 
with them there followed forty black ships. 

And Gouneus led from Cyphus two and twenty 
ships, and with him followed the Enienes and the 
Peraebi, staunch in fight, that had set their dwellings 
about wintry Dodona, and dwelt in the ploughland 
about lovely Titaressus, that poureth his fair-flowing 
streams into Peneius ; yet doth he not mingle with 
the silver eddies of Pencius, but floweth on over his 
waters like unto olive oil; for that he is a branch of 
the water of Styx, the dread river of oath. 

And the Magnetes had as eaptain Prothous, son 
of ‘Tenthredon. These were they that dwelt about 
Peneius and Pelion, covered with waving forests. 
Of these was swift Prothous captain; and with him 
there followed forty black ships. 

These were the leaders of the Danaans and their 
lords. But who was far the best among them do 
thou tell me, Muse—best of the warriors and of 
the horses that followed with the sons of Atreus. 

Of horses best by far were the mares of the son 
of Pheres, those that Eumelus drave, swift as birds, 
like of coat, like of age, their backs as even as 
a levelling line could make. These had Apollo 
of the silver bow reared in Pereia, both of them 
mares, bearing with them the panic of war. And 
of warriors far best was Telamonian Aias, while 
yet Achilles cherished his wrath; for Achilles was 
far the mightiest, he and the horses that bare the 
peerless son of Peleus. Howbeit he abode amid 
his beaked, seafaring ships in utter wrath against 
Agamemnon, Atreus’ son, shepherd of the host ; 
and his people along the sea-shore took their joy 
in casting the discus and the javelin, and in archery ; 
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and their horses each beside his own car, eating lotus 
and parsley of the marsh, stood idle, while the charioté 
were set, well covered up, in the huts of their 
masters. But the men, longing for their captain, 
dear to Ares, roamed hither and thither through 
the camp, and fought not. 

So marched they then as though all the land were 
swept with fire; and the earth groaned beneath 
them, as beneath Zeus that hurleth the thunderbolt 
in his wrath, when he scourgeth the land about 
Typhoeus in the country of the Arimi, where men 
say is the couch of Typhoeus. Even so the earth 
groaned greatly beneath their tread as they went ; 
and full swiftly did they speed across the plain. 

And to the Trojans went, as a messenger from Zeus 
that beareth the aegis, wind-footed, swift Iris with 
a grievous message. These were holding assembly 
at Priam’s gate, all gathered in one body, the young 
men alike and the elders. And swift-footed Iris 
stood near and spake to them; and she made her 
voice like to that of Polites, son of Priam, who was 
wont to sit as a sentinel of the Trojans; trusting in 
his fleetness of foot, on the topmost part of the barrow 
of aged Aesyetes, awaiting until the Achaeans 
should sally forth from their ships. Likening herself 
to him swifted-footed Iris spake to Priam, saying : 
“ Old sir, ever are endless words dear to thee, now 
even as of yore in time of peace ; but war unabating 
is afoot. Verily full often have I entered ere now 
into battles of warriors, but never yet have I seen a 
host so goodly and so great; for most like to the 
leaves or the sands are they, as they march over the 
plain to fight against the city. Hector, to thee 
beyond all others do I give command, and do thou 
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even according to my word. Inasmuch as there are 
allies full many throughout the great city of Priam, 
and tongue diffcrs from tongue among men that are 
seattered abroad; let each one therefore give the 
word to those whose captain he is, and these let him 
lead forth, when he has marshalled the men of his 
own city.” 

So spake she, and Hector in no wise failed to 
know the voice of the goddess, but forthwith brake up 
the gathering; and they rushed to arms. The 
gates one and all were opened wide, and forth the 
folk hasted, both footmen and charioteers; and a 
great din arose. 

Now there is before the city a steep mound afar 
out in the plain, with a clear space about it on this 
side and on that; this do men verily call Batieia, 
but the immortals call it the barrow of Myrine, 
light of step. There on this day did the Trojans 
and their allies separate their companies. 

The Trojans were led by great Hector of the 
flashing helm, the son of Priam, and with him were 
marshalled the greatest hosts by far and the goodliest, 
raging with the spear. 

_ Of the Dardanians again the valiant son of Anchises 
was captain, even Aeneas, whom fair Aphrodite 
conceived to Anchises amid the spurs of Ida, a 
mo couched with a mortal man. | Not alone was 

€; with him were Antenor’s two sons, Archelochus 
and Acamas, well skilled in all manner of fighting. 

And_they that dwelt in Zeleia beneath the 
nethermost foot of Ida, men of wealth, that drink~ 
the dark water of Aesepus, even the Troes,, these 
again were led by the glorious son of Lycaon, 
Pandarus, to whom Apollo himself gave the bow. 
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1 The use of the periphrasis, so common in Homer, mad 
it necessary that the epithet Adowov, indicative of manl 
vigour (cf. i. 189), should here go directly with «fp. ‘Th 
phrase recurs in xvi. 554. 
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And they that held Adrasteia and the land of 
Apaesus, and that held Pityeia and the steep mount 
of Tereia, these were led by Adrastus and Amphius, 
with corslet of linen, sons twain of Merops of 
Percote, that was above all men skilled in prophesying, 
and would not suffer his sons to go into war, the bane 
of men. But the twain would in no wise hearken, 
for the fates of black death were leading them on. 

And they that dwelt about Percote and Practius, 
and that held Sestus and Abydus and goodly Arisbe, 
these again were led by Hyrtacus’ son Asius, a 
leader of men—Asius, son of Hyrtacus, whom his 
horses tawny and tall had borne from Arisbe, from 
the river Selleis. 

And Hippothous led the tribes of the Pelasgi, 
that rage with the spear, even them that dwelt in 
deep-soiled Larisa ; these were led by Hippothous 
and Pylaeus, scion of Ares, sons twain of Pelasgian 
Lethus, son of Teutamus. 

But the Thracians Acamas led and Peirous, the 
warrior, even all them that the strong stream of the 
Hellespont encloseth. 

And Euphemus was captain of the Ciconian 
spearmen, the son of Ceas’ son Troezenus, nurtured 
of Zeus. 

But Pyraechmes led the Paeonians, with curved 
bows, from afar, out of Amydon from the wide- 
flowing Axius—Axius the water whereof floweth 
the fairest over the face of the earth. 

And the Paphlagonians did Pylaemenes of the 
shaggy! heart lead from the land of the Eneti, 
whence is the race of wild she-mules. These were 
they that held Cytorus and dwelt about Sesamon, 
and had their famed dwellings around the river 
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1 Presumably Nastes, as the principal leader, although 
the pronoun would more naturally refer to Amphimachus. 
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Parthenius and Cromna and Aegialus and lofty 
Erythini. 

But of the Halizones Odius and Epistrophus were 
captains from afar, from Alybe, where is the birth- 
place of silver. 

And of the Mysians the captains were Chromis 
and Ennomus the augur ; howbeit with his auguries 
he warded not off black fate, but was slain beneath 
the hands of the son of Aeacus, swift of foot, in the 
river, where Achilles was making havoc of the Trojans 
and the others as well. 

And Phoreys and godlike Ascanius led the 
Phrygians from afar, from Ascania, and were eager 
to fight in the press of battle. 

And the Maeonians had captains twain, Mesthles 
and Antiphus, the two sons of Talaemenes, whose 
mother was the nymph of the Gygaean lake; and 
they led the Maeonians, whose birth was beneath 
Tmolus. 

And Nastes again led the Carians, uncouth of 
speech, who held Miletus and the mountain of 
Phthires, dense with its leafage, and the streams 
of Maeander, and the steep crests of Mycale. ‘These 
were led by captains twain, Amphimachus and 
Nastes— Nastes and Amphimachus, the glorious 
children of Nomion. And he} came to the war all 
decked with gold, like a girl, fool that he was; but 
his gold in no wise availed to ward off woeful destruc- 
tion; nay, he was slain in the river beneath the 
hands of the son of Aeacus, swift of foot; and Achilles, 
wise of heart, bare off the gold. 

And Sarpedon and peerless Glaucus were captains 
of the Lycians from afar out of Lycia, from the 
eddying Xanthus. 
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1 Lines 18-20 were rejected by Zenodotus. 
2 Lines 19 f. were rejected by Aristarchus. 
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Now when they were marshalled, the several com- 
panies with their captains, the Trojans came on 
with clamour and with a cry like birds, even as the 
clamour of cranes ariseth before the face of heaven, 
when they flee from wintry storms and measureless 
rain, and with clamour fly toward the streams of 
Ocean, bearing slaughter and death to Pigmy men, 
and in the early dawn they offer evil battle. But 
the Achaeans came on in silence, breathing fury, 
eager at heart to bear aid each man to his fellow. 

Even as when the South Wind sheddeth a mist 
over the peaks of a mountain, a mist that the shepherd 
loveth not, but that to the robber is better than 
night, and a man can see only so far as he casteth a 
stone ; even in such wise rose the dense dust-cloud 
from beneath their feet as they went; and full 
swiftly did they speed across the plain. 

Now when they were come near, as they advanced 
one host against the other, among the Trojans there 
stood forth as champion godlike” Alexander, bearing 
upon his shoulders a panther skin and his curved 
bow, and his sword; and brandishing two spears 
tipped with bronze he challenged all the best of 
Argives to fight with him face to face in dread 
combat. 
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1 In this line the future ricesOa: is commonly read, 
“thought he should get him vengeance.” The aorist 
seems, however, more vigorous ; ¢f. Odyssey xx. 121. 

2 The epithet &yoves should properly mean “ childless ”’ ; 
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But when Menelaus, dear to Ares, was ware of 
him as he came forth before the throng with long 
strides, then even as a lion is glad when he lighteth 
on a great carcase, having found a horned stag or 
a wild goat when he is hungry; for greedily doth 
he devour it, even though swift dogs and lusty 
youths set upon him: even so was Menelaus glad 
when his eyes beheld godlike Alexander; for he 
thought that he had gotten him vengeance! on the 
sinner. And forthwith he leapt in his armour from 
his chariot to the ground. 

But when godlike Alexander was ware of him as 
he appeared among the champions, his heart was 
smitten, and back he shrank into the throng of his 
comrades, avoiding fate. And even as a man at 
sight of a snake in the glades of a mountain starteth 
back, and trembling seizeth his limbs beneath him, 
and he withdraweth back again and pallor layeth 
hold of his cheeks; even so did godlike Alexander, 
seized with fear of Atreus’ son, shrink back into the 
throng of the lordly Trojans. 

But Hector saw him, and chid him with words of 
shame: “ Evil Paris, most fair to look upon, thou 
that art mad after women, thou beguiler, would that 
thou hadst ne’er been born? and hadst died unwed. 
Aye, of that were I fain, and it had been better 
far than that thou shouldest thus be a reproach, and 
that men should look upon thee in scorn. Verily, 
methinks, will the long-haired Achaeans laugh aloud, 
deeming that a prince is our champion because a 
comely form is his, while there is no strength in 
his heart nor any. valour. Was it in such strength 


but the sense “unborn” is demanded by the context, and 
is supported by Eur. Phoen, 1598. 
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auppdrer’ dud? “EAévy kal Krjpao. maior pa- 
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1 SecSiuoves: SecAfpoves, éXezpoves Zenodotus. 





1 Lit. ‘“ daughter-in-law of”; Helen becomes the 
“ daughter ” of all the nation into which she marries. 
2 The phrase ‘‘ don a coat of stone” is to be understood 
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as this that thou didst sail over the main in thy 
seafaring ships, when thou hadst gathered thy 
trusty comrades, and, coming to an alien folk, didst 
bring back a comely woman from a distant land, 
even a daughter of! warriors who wield the spear, 
but to thy father and city and all the people a 
grievous bane—to thy foes a joy, but to thine own 
self a hanging down of the head? Wilt thou indeed 
not abide Menelaus, dear to Ares? Thou wouldest 
learn what manner of warrior he is whose lovely 
wife thou hast. Then will thy lyre help thee not, 
neither the gifts of Aphrodite, thy locks and thy 
comeliness, when thou shalt lie low in the dust. 
Nay, verily, the Trojans are utter cowards: else 
wouldest thou ere this have donned a coat of stone 2 
by reason of all the evil thou hast wrought.” 

And to him did godlike Alexander make answer, 
saying: “ Hector, seeing that thou dost chide me 
duly, and not beyond what is due—ever is thy 
heart unyielding, even as an axe that is driven 
through a beam by the hand of a man'that skilfully 
shapeth a ship’s timber, and it maketh the force of 
his blow to wax ; even so is the heart in thy breast 
undaunted—cast not in my teeth the lovely gifts 
of golden Aphrodite. Not to be flung aside, look 
you, are the glorious gifts of the gods, even all that 
of themselves they give, whereas by his own will 
could no man win them. But now, if thou wilt 
have me war and do battle, make the other Trojans 
to sit down and all the Achaeans, but set ye me in 
the midst and Menelaus, dear to Ares, to do battle 
for Helen and all her possessions. And whichsoever 


as a euphemism for death by stoning; cf. x@ovds xAaiva, 
Aesch. Ag. 872. 
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1 Tine 78 is omitted in some aiss, 
2 After line 86 many oss. add, 
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of us twain shall win, and prove him the better man, 
let him duly take all the wealth and the woman, 
and bear them to his home. But for you others, 
do ye swear friendship and oaths of faith with 
sacrifice. So should ye dwell in deep-soiled Troy- 
land, and let them return to Argos, pasture-land of 
horses, and to Achaea, the land of fair women.” 

So spake he, and Hector rejoiced greatly when 
he heard his words; and he went into the midst, 
and kept back the battalions of the Trojans with 
his spear grasped by the middle ; and they all sate 
them down. But the long-haired Achaeans sought 
the while to aim their arrows at him, and to smite 
him, and to cast at him with stones. But aloud 
shouted Agamemnon, king of men: “ Hold, ye 
Argives, shoot no more, ye youths of the Achaeans ; 
for Hector of the flashing helm makes as though he 
would say somewhat.” : 

So spake he, and they stayed them from battle, 
and became silent forthwith. And-Hector spake 
between the two hosts: ‘‘ Hear from me, ye Trojans 
and well-greaved Achaeans, the words of Alexander, 
for whose sake strife hath been set afoot. The 
other Trojans and all the Achaeans he biddeth to lay 
aside their goodly battle-gear upon the bounteous 
earth, and himself in the midst and Menelaus, dear 
to Ares, to do battle for Helen and all her possessions. 
And whichsoever of the twain shall win, and prove 
him the better man, let him duly take all the wealth 
and the woman, and bear them to his home; but for 
us others, let us swear friendship and oaths of faith 
with sacrifice.” 

So spake he, and they all became hushed in 
silence ; and among them spake Menelaus, good 


123 


HOMER 
“ Kékdute viv Kat éueto’ uadwora yap aAyos ikavet 
Ouudv euov, ppovew Sé diaxpwOypevar 4dn 
"Apyeious Kal Tpdas, eel KAKG mod. mérraabe 
even” euiis epidos Kal "Adegavdpou € ever” opxiis. 
Hpewv 8° ommorépw Odvaros Kai poitpa TETUKTAL, 
teOvain: GAXow b€ StaxpwOetre TayxLoTA. 
oloere apy’, Erepov AcuvKov, érépnv S€ peAawav, 
TH re Kai "Hedin: Au 3° Tuts - olgopev Mov] 
dgere be TIpudpouo Binv, odp’ dpKua Tapvy 
avrés, érei ot mratdes dmeppianor Kal amorot, 
cn tis dmepBactn Aids Gpxia dynAjonrat. 
alel 3° Omdorépay avdpav dpéves nepeBovrar 
ols 8’ 6 yep petepow, dpa mpdcow Kat drricaw 
Aevooet, Ones by’ dptora per’ dudorépouar 
evnTau.” 

Ws thab , of & eydpyoay *Axatot te Tpdiés Te 
eArdpevor matoaobat dilupos TroA€ejou0. 
Kaip’ immous pev epvéav émt orixas, ex 8 €Bav avrol, 
revyed 7 e&edvovTo’ Ta bev Katébevr’ ent yain 
mAnaiov adAjAwY, dAtyn 8° wv apis dpoupa. 
"Extwp oe mport dorv Svw KipuKas €7refiTre 
KaprraXipws apvas te Pepe IIpiauov rte kadeooat. 
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1 dpxfs: drys Zenodotus (ef. vi. 356 and xxiv. 28). 
2 Lines 108-110 were rejected by Aristarchus. 





1 Or perhaps, ‘‘ the unprovoked sin of Alexander ;”’ ef. the 
frequent use of &pxoua: to denote the aggressor. 
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at the war-cry: ‘‘ Hearken ye now also unto me, 
for upon my heart above all others hath sorrow come ; 
my mind is that Argives and Trojans now be parted, 
seeing ye have suffered many woes because of my 
quarrel and Alexander’s beginning thereof! And 
for whichsoever of us twain death and fate are 
appointed, let him lie dead; but be ye others 
parted with all speed. Bring ye two lambs, a white 
ram and a black ewe, for Earth and Sun, and for 
Zeus we will bring another; and fetch ye hither 
the mighty Priam, that he may himself swear an 
oath with sacrifice, seeing that his sons are over- 
weening and faithless; lest any by presumptuous 
act should do violence to the oaths of Zeus. Ever 
unstable are -the hearts of the young; but in 
whatsoever an old man taketh part, he looketh both 
before and after, that the issue may be far the best 
for either side.” 

So spake he, and the Achaeans and Trojans 
waxed glad, deeming that they had won rest from 
woeful war. So they stayed their chariots in the 
ranks, and themselves stepped forth, and did off 
their battle-gear. This they laid upon the ground, 
each hard by each, and there was but little space 
between. And Hector sent to the city heralds 
twain with all speed to fetch the lambs and to 
summon Priam. And Talthybius did lord Agamem- 
non send forth to the hollow ships, and bade him 
bring a lamb ; and he failed not to hearken to goodly 
Agamemnon. 

But Iris went as a messenger to white-armed 
Helen, in the likeness of her husband’s sister, the 
wife of Antenor’s son, even her that lord Helicaon, 
Antenor’s son, had to wife, Laodice, the comeliest 
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1 roppupénv : wapwapénv. 
2 Line 144 was rejected by Aristarchus, 
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of the daughters of Priam. She found Helen in 
the hall, where she was weaving a great purple web 
of double fold, and thereon was broidering many 
battles of the horse-taming Trojans and the brazen- 
coated Achaeans, that for her sake they had endured 
at the hands of Ares. Close to her side then came 
Iris, swift of foot, and spake to her, saying :\“‘ Come 
hither, dear lady, that thou mayest behold the 
wondrous doings of the horse-taming Trojans and 
the brazen-coated Achaeans. They that of old were 
wont to wage tearful war against one another on 
the plain, their hearts set on deadly battle, even 
they abide now in silence, and the battle has ceased, 
and they lean upon their shields, and beside them 
their long spears are fixed. But Alexander and 
Menelaus, dear to Ares, will do battle with their long 
spears for thee ; and whoso shall conquer, his dear 
wife shalt thou be called.” 

So spake the goddess, and put into her heart 
sweet longing for her former lord and her city and 
parents; and straightway she veiled herself with 
shining linen, and went forth from her chamber, 
letting fall round tears, notalone, for with her followed 
two handmaids as well, Aethra, daughter of Pittheus, 
and ox-eyed Clymene ; and with speed they came 
to the place where were the Scaean gates. 

And they that were about Priam and Panthous 
and; Thymoetes and Lampus and Clytius and 
Hicetaon, scion of Ares, and Ucalegon and Antenor, 
men of prudence both, sat as elders of the people at 
the Scaean gates. Because of old age had they now 
ceased from battle, but speakers they were full good, 
like unto cicalas that in a forest sit upon a tree and 
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1 The adjective “ lily-like” applied to the voice seems 
but a striking instance of the transference of an epithet 
from one field of sense-perception to another, which often 
meets us ; of. Hesiod, Theog. 41 ; and Apoll. Rhod. iv. 903. 
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pour forth their lily-like! voice ; even in such wise 
sat the leaders of the Trojans upon the wall. Now 
when they saw Helen coming upon the wall, softly 
they spake winged words one to another: “ Small 
blame that Trojans and well-greaved Achaeans 
should for such a woman long time suffer woes ; 
wondrously like is she to the immortal goddesses 
to look upon. But even so, for all that she is such 
an one, let her depart upon the ships, neither be 
left here to be,a bane to us and to our children 
after us.” 

So they said, but Priam spake, and called Helen 
to him: ‘ Come hither, dear child, and sit before me, - 
that thou mayest see thy former lord and thy. 
kinsfolk and thy people—thou art nowise to blame 
in my eyes; itis the gods, methinks, that are to blame, 
who roused against me the tearful war of the Achaeans 
—and that thou mayest tell me who is this huge 
warrior, this man of Achaea so valiant and so tall. 
Verily there be others that are even taller by a 
head, but so comely a man have mine’ eyes never 
yet beheld, neither one so royal: he is like unto 
one that is a king.” 

And Helen, fair among women, answered him, 
saying: “Revered art thou in mine eyes, dear 
father of my husband, and dread. Would that evil 
death had been my pleasure when I followed thy 
son hither, and left my bridal chamber and my 
kinsfolk and my daughter, well-beloved,? and the 
lovely companions of my girlhood. But that was 
not to be; wherefore I pine away with weeping. 
Howbeit this will I tell thee, whereof thou dost ask 


2 1 adopt uniformly the meaning ‘ well-beloyed”’ for 
this doubtful word. 
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and enquire. Yon man is the son of Atreus, wide- - 
ruling Agamemnon, that is both a noble king and 
a valiant spearman. And he was husband’s brother 
to shameless me, as sure as ever such a one there 
was. 

So spake she, and the old man was seized with 
wonder, and said: ‘‘ Ah, happy son of Atreus, 
child of fortune, blest of heaven; now see I that 
youths of the Achaeans full many are made subject 
unto thee. Ere now have I journeyed to the land 
of Phrygia, rich in vines, and there I saw in multitudes 
the Phrygian warriors, masters of glancing steeds, 
even the people of Otreus and godlike Mygdon, 
that were then encamped along the banks of San- 
garius. For I, too, being their ally, was numbered 
among them on the day when the Amazons came, 
the peers of men. Howbeit not even they were as 
many as are the bright-eyed Achaeans.” 

And next the old man saw Odysseus, and asked : 
“ Come now, tell me also of yonder man, dear child, 
whoheis. Shorter is he by a head than Agamemnon, 
son of Atreus, but broader of shoulder-and of chest 
to look upon. His battle-gear lieth upon the 
bounteous earth, but himself he rangeth like the 
bell-wether of a herd through the ranks of warriors. 
Like a ram he seemeth to me, a ram of thick fleece, 
that paceth through a great flock of white ewes.” 

To him made answer Helen, sprung from Zeus : 
“ This again is Laértes’ son, Odysseus of many wiles, 
that was reared in the land of Ithaca, rugged though 
it be, and he knoweth all manner of craft and cunning 
devices.” 

Then to her again made answer Antenor, the 
wise: “ Lady, this verily is a true word that thou 
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hast spoken, for erstwhile on a time goodly Odysseus 
came hither also on an embassage concerning thee, 
together with Menelaus, dear to Ares; and it was 
I that gave them entertainment and welcomed them 
in my halls, and came to know the form and stature 
of them both and their cunning devices. Now when 
they mingled with the Trojans, as they were gathered 
together, while men stood up Menelaus overtopped 
all with his broad shoulders ; howbeit when the twain 
were seated Odysseus was the more royal. But 
when they began to weave the web of speech and of 
counsel in the presence of all, Menelaus in truth 
spake fluently, with few words, but very clearly, 
seeing he was not a man of lengthy speech nor of 
rambling, though verily in years he was the younger. 
But whenever Odysseus of many wiles arose, he 
would stand and look down with eyes fixed upon 
the ground, and his staff he would move neither 
backwards nor forwards, but would hold it stiff, in 
semblance like a man of no understanding ; thou 
wouldest have decmed him a churlish man and 
naught but a fool. But whenso he uttered his great 
voice from, his chest, and words like snowflakes on 
a winters day, then could no mortal man beside vie 
with Odysseus; then did we not so marvel to 
behold Odysseus’ aspect.” 

~.And, thirdly, the old man saw Aias, and asked : 
“Who then is this other Achaean warrior, valiant 
and tall, towering above the Argives with his head 
and broad shoulders ? ” 

And to him made answer long-robed Helen, fair 
among women: “ This is huge Aias, bulwark of 
the Achaeans. And Jdomeneus over against him 
standeth amid the Cretans even as a god, and about 
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him are gathered the captains of the Cretans. Full 
often was Menelaus, dear to Ares, wont to entertain 
him in our house, whene’er he came from Crete. 
And now all the rest of the bright-eyed Achaeans 
do I see, whom I could well note, and tell their 
names; but two marshallers of the host can I not 
see, Castor, tamer of horses, and the goodly boxer, 
Polydeuces, even mine own brethren, whom the same 
mother bare, Hither they followed not with the host 
from lovely Lacedaemon, or though they followed 
hither in their seafaring ships, they have now no 
heart to enter into the battle of warriors for fear of 
the words of shame and the many revilings that are 
mine. 

So said she ; but they ere now were fast holden 
of the life-giving earth there in Lacedaemon, in 
their dear native land. 

Meanwhile the heralds were bearing through the 
city the offerings for the holy oaths of the gods, 
two lambs and, in a goat-skin bottle, wine that’ 
maketh glad the heart, the fruit of the earth. And 
the herald Idaeus bare a shining bowl and golden 
cups; and he came to the old king’s side and roused 
him, saying: “Rise, thou son of Laomedon, the 
chieftains of the horse-taming Trojans, and of the 
brazen-coated Achaeans, summon thee to go down 
into the plain, that ye may swear oaths of faith 
with sacrifice. But Alexander and Menelaus, dear 
to Ares, will do battle with long spears for the 
woman’s sake; and whichsoever of the twain shall 
conquer, him let woman and treasure follow; and 
we others, swearing friendship and oaths of faith 
with sacrifice, should then dwell in deep-soiled Troy, 
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but they will depart to Argos, pastureland of horses, 
and Achiaca, the land of fair women.” 

So spake he, and the old man shuddered, yet bade 
his companions yoke the horses ; and they speedily 
obeyed. Then Priam mounted and drew back the 
reins, and by his side Antenor mounted the beauteous 
car; and the twain drave the swift horses through 
the Scaean gates to the plain. 

But when they were now come to the Trojans 
and Achaeans, they stepped forth from the chariot 
upon the bounteous earth, and went into the 
midst of the Trojans and Achaeans. Straightway 
then rose up Agamemnon, king of men, and Odysseus 
of many wiles, and the lordly heralds brought 
together the offerings for the holy oaths of the gods, 
and mixed the wine in the bowl, and poured water 
over the hands of the kings. And the son of Atreus 
drew forth with his hand the knife that ever hung 
beside the great sheath of his sword, and cut hair 
from off the heads of the lambs; and the heralds 
portioned it out to the chieftains of the Trojans and 
Achaeans. Then in their midst Agamemnon lifted 
up his hands and prayed aloud: “ Father Zeus, 
that rulest from Ida, most glorious, most great, and 
thou Sun, that beholdest all things and hearest all 
things, and ye rivers and thou earth, and ye that in 
the world below take vengeance on men that are 
done with life, whosoever hath sworn a false oath; 
be ye witnesses, and watch over the oaths of faith. 
If Alexander slay _Menelaus, then let him kee 
Helen“and_all her treasure ; and we will depart_in 
our seafaring ships. But if so be fair-haired Menelaus 


shall slay Alexander, then let the Trojans give back 


1 Line 283 is omitted in some mss. 
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Helen and all her treasure, and pay to the Argives 
in requital such recompense as beseemeth, even such 
as shall abide in the minds of men that are yet to 
be. Howbeit, if Priam and the sons of Priam be 
net minded to pay recompense unto me, when 
Alexander falleth, then will I fight on even there- 
after, to get me recompense, and will abide here 
until I find an end of war.” 

He spake, and cut the lambs’ throats with the 
pitiless bronze; and laid them down upon the 
ground gasping and failing of breath, for the bronze 
had robbed them of their strength. Then they 
drew wine from the bowl into the cups, and poured 
it forth, and made prayer to the gods that are 
for ever. And thus would one of the Achaeans and 
Trojans say : “ Zeus, most glorious, most great, and 
ye other immortal gods, which host soever of the 
twain shall be first to work harm in defiance of the 
oaths, may their brains be thus poured forth upon 
the ground even as this wine, theirs and their 
children’s ; and may their wives be made slaves to 
others.” 

So spake they, but not yet was the son of Cronos 
to vouchsafe them fulfilment. Then in their midst 
spake Priam, Dardanus’ son, saying: ‘‘ Hearken 
to me, ye Trojans and well-greaved Achaeans. I 
verily will go my way back to windy Ilios, since I 
can in no wise bear to behold with mine eyes my 
dear son doing battle with Menelaus, dear to Ares. 
But this, I ween, Zeus knoweth, and the other im- 
mortal gods, for which of the twain the doom of 
death is ordained.” 

So spake the godlike man, and let place the lambs 
in his chariot, and himself mounted, and drew back 
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the reins, and by his side Antenor mounted the 
beauteous car; and the twain departed back to 
Ilios. But Hector, Priam’s son, and goodly Odysseus 
first measured out a space, and thereafter took the 
lots and shook them in the bronze-wrought helmet, to 
know which of the twain should first let fly his spear 
of bronze. And the people made prayer and lifted 
their hands to the gods; and thus would one of the 
Achaeans and Trojans speak: ‘‘ Father Zeus, that 
rulest from Ida, most glorious, most great, which- 
soever of the twain it be that brought these troubles 
upon both peoples, grant that he may die and enter 
the house of Hades, whereas to us there may come 
friendship and oaths of faith.” 

So spake they, and great Hector of the flashing 
helm shook the helmet, looking behind him the 
while ; and straightway the lot of Paris leapt forth. 
Then the people sate them down in ranks, where 
were cach man’s high-stepping horses, and his 
inlaid armour was set. But goodly Alexander did 
on about his shoulders his beautiful armour, even he, 
_ the lord of fair-haired Helen. The greaves first he 
set about his lezs; beautiful they were, and fitted 
with silver ankle-pieces ; next he did on about his 
ehest the corselet of his brother Lycaon, and fitted 
it to himself. And about his shoulders he cast his 
silver-studded sword of bronze, and thereafter his 
shield great and sturdy ; and upon his mighty head 
he set a well-wrought helmet with horse-hair erest 
—and terribly did the plume nod from above — 
and he took a valorous spear, that fitted his grasp. 
And in the self-same manner warlike Menclaus did 
on his battle-gear. 

But when they had armed themselves on either 
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side of the throng, they strode into the space between 
the Trojans and Achaeans, glaring terribly; and 
amazement came upon them that beheld, both 
the Trojans, tamers of horses, and the well-greaved 
Achaeans; and the twain took their stand near 
together in the measured space, brandishing their 
spears in wrath one at the other. First Alexander 
hurled his far-shadowing spear, and smote upon 
the son of Atreus’ shield that was well balanced on 
every side+; howbeit the bronze brake not through, 
but its point was turned in the stout shield. Next 
Atreus’ son, Menelaus, rushed upon him with his 
spear, and made prayer to father Zeus: “‘ Zeus, our 
king, grant that I may avenge me on him that was 
first to do me wrong, even on goodly Alexander, 
and subdue thou him beneath my hands ; that many 
a one even of men yet to be may shudder to work 
evil to his host, that hath shown him friendship.” 
He spoke, and poised his far-shadowing spear, 
and hurled it ; and he smote upon the son of Priam’s 
shield, that was well balanced upon every side. 
hrough the bright shield went the mighty spear, 
nd through the corselet, richly dight, did it force 
ts way; and straight om beside his flank the spear 
hore through his tunic; but he bent aside and 
seaped black fate. Then the son of Atreus drew 
is silver-studded sword, and raising himself on 
righ smote the horn of his helmet; but upon it 
lis sword shattered in pieces three, aye, four, and 
ell from his hand. Then the son of Atreus uttered 
bitter ery with a glance at the broad heaven: 
“Father Zeus, than thou is no other god more 
aleful. Verily I deemed that I had got me 
engeance upon Alcxander for his wickedness, but 
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4 This meaning suits all passages in Homer in which 
xnwes occurs (cf. cavus); in vi. 483, however, xywdet mus! 
mean “ fragrant.” 
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now is my sword broken in my hands, and forth 
from my grasp has my spear flown in vain, and I 
smote him not.” 

So saying, he sprang upon him, and seized him 
by the helmet with thick crest of horse-hair, and 
whirling him about began to drag him towards the 
well-greaved Achaeans; and Paris was choked by 
the richly-broidered strap beneath his soft throat, 
that was drawn tight beneath his chin to hold his 
helm. And now would Menelaus have drag’ved him 
away, and won glory unspeakable, had not Aphrodite, 
daughter of Zeus, been quick to see, and to his cost 
broken in twain the thong, cut from the hide of a 
slaughtered ox; and the empty helm came away 
in his strong hand. This he then tossed with a 
swing into the company of the well-greaved Achaeans, 
and his trusty comrades gathered it up; but himself 
he sprang back again, eager to slay his foe with 
spear of bronze. But him Aphrodite snatched up, 
full easily as a goddess may, and shrouded him in 
thick mist, and set him down in his fragrant, vaulted + 
chamber, and herself went to summon Helen. Her 
she found on the high wall, and round about her in 
throngs were the women of Troy. Then with her 
hand the goddess laid hold of her fragrant robe, 
and plucked it, and spake to her in the likeness of 
an ancient dame, a wool-comber, who had been wont 
to card the fair wool for her when she dwelt in Lace- 
daemon, and who was well loved of her; in her like- 
ness fair Aphrodite spake : ‘‘ Come hither; Alexander 
calleth thee to go to thy home. There is he in his 
chamber and on his inlaid couch, gleaming with 
beauty and fair raiment. Thou wouldest not deem 
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1 Gadetxe xe\edGou Aristarchus : dméecre xeAevPous MSs. 





1 This is the only passage in Homer in which the word 
Galpwy is used to denote a definite god or goddess; but as 
Aphrodite is present in person, we can hardly render, “ her 
fate led her on.’ 
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that he had come thither from warring with a foe, 
but rather that he was going to the dance, or sat 
there as one that had but newly ceased from the 
danee.” 

So spake she, and stirred Helen’s heart in her 
breast ; and when she marked the beauteous neek 
of the goddess, her lovely bosom, and her flashing 
eyes, then amazement seized her, and she spake, 
and addressed her, saying: “ Strange goddess, why 
art thou minded to beguile me thus? Verily thou 
wilt lead me yet further on to one of the well- 
peopled cities of Phrygia or lovely Maconia, if there 
too there be some one of mortal men who is dear 
to thee, seeing that now Menelaus hath conquered 
goodly Alexander, and is minded to lead hate- 
ful me to his home. It is for this cause that thou 
art now come hither with guileful thought. Go 
thou, and sit by his side, and depart from the 
way of the gods, neither let thy feet any more 
bear thee back to Olympus; but ever be thou 
troubled for him, and guard him, until he make 
thee his wife, or haply his slave. But thither 
will I not” go—it were a shameful thing—to array 
that man’s couch; all the women of Troy will 
blame me hereafter ; and I have measureless 
griefs at heart. 

Then stirred to wrath fair Aphrodite spake to 
her: “‘ Provoke me not, rash woman, lest I wax 
wroth and desert thee, and hate thee, even as now 
I love thee wondrously ; and lest I devise grievous 
hatred between both, Trojans alike and Danaans ; 
then wouldst thou perish of an evil fate.” 

So spake she, and Helen, sprung from Zeus, was 
seized with fear; and she went, wrapping herself 
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in her bright shining mantle, in silence; and she 
was unseen of the Trojan women ; and the goddess 1 
led the way. 

Now when they were come to the beautiful palace 
of Alexander, the handmaids turned forthwith to 
their tasks, but she, the fair lady, went to the high- 
roofed chamber. And the goddess, laughter-loving 
Aphrodite, took for her a chair, and set it before 
the face of Alexander. Thereon Helen sate her 
down, the daughter of Zeus that beareth the aegis, 
with eyes turned askance; and she chid her lord, 
and said: ‘‘ Thou hast come back from the war; 
would thou hadst perished there, vanquished by a 
valiant man that was my former lord. Verily it 
was thy boast aforetime that thou wast a better 
man than Menelaus, dear to Ares, in the might of 
thy hands and with thy spear. But go now, 
challenge Menelaus, dear to Ares, again to do 
battle with thee, man to man. But, nay, I of myself 
bid thee refrain, and not war amain against fair- 
haired Menelaus, nor fight with him in thy folly, 
lest haply thou be vanquished anon by his spear.” 

Then Paris made answer, and spake to her, say- 
ing: “Chide not my heart, lady, with hard words 
of reviling. For this present hath Menelaus van- 
quished me with Athene’s aid, but another time 
shall I vanquish him; on our side too there be gods. 
But come, let us take our joy, couched together in 
love; for never yet hath desire so encompassed my 
soul—nay, not when at the first I snatched thee 
from lovely Lacedaemon and sailed with thee on 
my seafaring ships, and on the isle of Cranaé had 
dalliance with thee on the couch of love—as now 
I love thee, and sweet desire layeth hold of me.” 
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He spake, and led the way to the couch, and with 
him followed his wife. 

Thus the twain were couched upon the corded 
bed; but the son of Atreus ranged through the 
throng like a wild beast, if anywhere he might 
have sight of godlike Alexander. But none of 
the Trojans or their famed allies could then discover 
Alexander to Menelaus, dear to Ares. Not for 
love verily were they fain to hide him, could any 
have seen him, for-he was hated of all even as black 
death. Then the king of men, Agamemnon, spake 
among them, saying: “ Hearken to me, ye Trojans 
and Dardanians and allies. Victory is now of a 
surety seen to rest with Menelaus, dear to Ares ; do 
ye therefore give up Argive Helen and the treasure 
with her, and pay ye in requital such recompense 
as beseemeth, even such as shall abide in the minds 
of men that are yet to be.” ‘ 

So spake the son of Atreus, and all the Achaeans 
shouted assent. 
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Now the gods, seated by the side of Zeus, were 
holding assembly on the golden floor, and in their 
midst the queenly Hebe poured them nectar, and 
they with golden goblets pledged one the other as 
they looked forth upon the city of the Trojans. 
And forthwith the son of Cronos made essay to 
provoke Hera with mocking words, and said with 
malice: ‘Twain of the goddesses hath Menclaus 
for helpers, even Argive Hera, and Alalcomenean? 
Athene. Howbeit these verily sit apart and take 
their pleasure in beholding, whereas by the side of 
that other laughter-loving Aphrodite ever standeth, 
and wardeth from him fate, and but now she saved 
him, when he thought to perish. But of a surety 
victory rests with Menelaus, dear to Ares; let us 
therefore take thought how these things are to be ; 
whether we shall again rouse evil war and the dread 
din of battle, or put friendship between the hosts. 
If this might in any wise be welcome to all and their 
good pleasure, then might the city of king Priam 
still be an habitation, and Menelaus take back 
Argive Helen.” 

So spake he, and thereat Athene and Hera 
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murmured, who sat side by side, and were devising 
ills for the Trojans. Athene verily held her peace 
and said naught, wroth though she was at father 
Zeus, and fierce anger gat hold of her; howbeit 
Hera’s breast contained not her anger, but she spake 
to him, saying: “ Most dread son of Cronos, what 
a word hast thou said! How art thou minded to 
render my labour vain and of none effect, and the 
sweat that I sweated in my toil,—aye, and my 
horses twain waxed weary with my summoning the 
host for the bane of Priam and his sons? Do thou 
as thou wilt; but be sure we other gods assent not 
all thereto.” 

Then, stirred to hot anger, spake to her Zeus, 
the cloud-gatherer: “Strange queen, wherein do 
Priam and the sons of Priam work thee ills so many, 
that thou ragest unceasingly to lay waste the well- 
built citadel of Ilios? If thou wert to enter within 
the gates and the high walls, and to devour Priam 
raw and the sons of Priam and all the Trojans besides, 
then perchance mightest thou heal thine anger. 
Do as thy pleasure is ; let not this quarrel in time to 
come be to thee and me a grievous cause of strife 
between us twain. And another thing will I tell 
thee, and do thou lay it to heart. When it shall 
be that I, vehemently eager to lay waste a city, 
choose one wherein dwell men that are dear to 
thee, seek thou in no wise to hinder my anger, 
but suffer me; since I too have yielded to thee of 
mine own will, yet with soul unwilling. For of all 
cities beneath sun and starry heaven wherein men 
that dwell upon the face of the earth have their 
abodes, of these sacred Ilios was most honoured 
of my heart, and Priam and the people of Priam, 
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with goodly spear of ash. Vor never at any time 
was mine altar in lack of the equal feast, the drink- 
offering, and the savour of burnt-offering, even the 
worship that is our due.” 

Then in answer to him spake ox-eyed, queenly 
Hera: “ Verily have I three cities that are far 
dearest in my sight, Argos and Sparta and broad- 
wayed Mycenae; these do thou lay waste when- 
soe’er they shall be hateful to thy heart. Not in 
their defence do I stand forth, nor account them 
too greatly. For even though I grudge thee, and 
am fain to thwart their overthrow, I avail naught 
by my grudging, for truly thou art far the mightier. 
Still it beseemeth that my labour too be not made 
of none effect ; for I also am a god, and my birth is 
from the stock whence is thine own, and crooked- 
counselling Cronos begat me as the most honoured 
of his daughters in twofold wise, for that I am 
eldest, and am called thy wife, whilst thou art king 
among all the immortals. Nay then, let us yield 
one to the other herein, I to thee and thou to me, 
and all the other immortal gods will follow with us ; 
and do thou straightway bid Athene go her way into 
the dread din of battle of Trojans and Achaeans, 
and contrive how that the Trojans may be first in 
defiance of their oaths to work evil upon the Achaeans 
that exult in their triumph.” 

So said she, and the father of men and gods 
failed not to hearken ; forthwith he spake to Athene 
winged words: “‘ Haste thee with all speed unto 
the host into the midst of Trojans and Achaeans, 
and contrive how that the Trojans may be first in 
defiance of their oaths to work evil upon the Achaeans 
that exult in their triumph.” 
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So saying, he stirred on Athene that was already 
eager, and down from the peaks of Olympus she 
went darting. Even in such wise as the son of 
crooked-counselling Cronos sendeth a star to be a 
portent for seamen or for a wide host of warriors, 
a gleaming star, and therefrom the sparks fly thick ; 
even so darted Pallas Athene to earth, and down she 
leapt into the midst; and amazement came upon 
all that beheld, on horse-taming Trojans and well- 
greaved Achaeans ; and thus would a man say with 
a glance at his neighbour: ‘ Verily shall we again 
have evil war and the dread din of battle, or else 
friendship is set amid the hosts by Zeus, who is for 
men the dispenser of battle.” 

So would many a one of Achaeans and Trojans 
speak. But Athene entered the throng of the 
Trojans in the guise of a man, even of Laodocus, 
son of Antenor, a valiant spearman, in quest of god- 
like Pandarti, if haply she might find him. And 
she found Lycaon’s son, peerless and stalwart, as 
he stood, and about him were the stalwart ranks 
of the shield-bearing hosts that followed him from 
the streams of Aesepus. Then she drew near, and 
spake to him winged words: “ Wilt thou now 
hearken to me, thou wise-hearted son of Lycaon? 
Then wouldst thou dare to let fly a swift arrow upon 
Menelaus, and wouldst win favour and renown in 
the eyes of all the Trojans, and of king Alexander 
most of all. From him of a surety wouldst thou 
before all others bear off glorious gifts, should he 
see Menelaus, the warlike son of Atreus, laid low 
by thy shaft, and set upon the grievous pyre. Nay, 
come, shoot thine arrow at glorious Menelaus, and 
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1 'Arpéos uidv: dpxdv ’Axady (ef. 195 and 205). 


2 Line 117 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
3 Lines 123 f. were given by Zenodotus in inverse order. 


1 This seems the most natural rendering of the epithet 
Connexion between the wolf and Apollo is completel; 
established. Others prefer to render  “ light-born,” o 
* light-begetting,” and still others, ‘‘ born in Lycia.” 

2 The word épua is very obscure. In Homer it mean 
‘a prop,” and the plural occurs in the sense of “ earrings ’ 
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vow to Apollo, the wolf-born! god, famed for his 
bow, that thou wilt sacrifice a glorious hecatomb of 
firstling lambs, when thou shalt come to thy home, 
the city of sacred Zeleia.” 

So spake Athene, and persuaded his heart in his 
folly. Straightway he uncovered his polished bow 
of the horn of a wild ibex, that himself on a time 
had smitten beneath the breast as it came forth 
from a rock, he lying in wait the while in a place 
of ambush, and had struck it in the chest, so that it 
fell backward in a cleft of the rock. From its head 
the horns grew to a length of sixteen palms ; these 
the worker in horn had wrought and fitted together, 
and smoothed all with care, and set thereon a tip 
of gold. This bow he bent, leaning it against the 
ground, and laid it carefully down; and his goodly 
comrades held their shields before him, lest the 
warrior sons of the Achaeans should leap to their 
feet or ever Menelaus, the warlike son of Atreus, 
was smitten. ‘Then opened he the lid of his quiver, 
and took forth an arrow, a feathered arrow that had 
never been shot, freighted? with dark pains; and 
forthwith he fitted the bitter arrow to the string, 
and made a vow to Apollo, the wolf-born god, famed 
for his bow, that he would sacrifice a glorious heca- 
tomb of firstling lambs, when he should come to 
his home, the city of sacred Zeleia. And he drew 
the bow, clutching at once the notched arrow and the 
string of ox’s sinew: the string he brought to his 
breast and to the bow the iron arrow-head. But when 
he had drawn the great bow into a round, the bow 


(xiv. 182, and Odyssey xviii. 297). ‘The word occurs in 
later Greek in the sense of ‘ ballast,” and this may give a 
clue to the meaning here. 
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2 Line 140 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
# Line 149 was rejected by Aristarchus. 





1 The yirpy appears to have been a short kilt-like piece of 
armour, covering the abdomen and the thighs. It is men- 
tioned only here (with 187 and 216) and in v. 857, but ef. 
the epithets alohopirpys (v. 707) and apirpoxirwres (xvi. 419). 
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twanged and the string sang aloud, and the keen 
arrow leapt, eager to wing its way amid the throng. 

Then, O Menelaus, the blessed gods, the im- 
mortals, forgat thee not ; and before all the daughter 
of Zeus, she that driveth the spoil, who took her 
stand before thee, and warded off the stinging 
arrow. She swept it just aside from the flesh, even 
as a mother sweepeth a fly from her child when he 
lieth in sweet slumber; and of herself she guided 
it where the golden clasps of the belt were fastened 
and the corselet overlapped. On the clasped belt 
lighted the bitter arrow, and through the belt 
richly dight was it driven, and clean through the 
curiously wrought corselet did it force its way, and 
through the taslet! which he wore, a screen for his 
flesh and a barrier against darts, wherein was his 
chiefest defence; yet even through this did it 
speed, So the arrow grazed the outermost flesh 
of the warrior, and forthwith the dark blood flowed 
from the wound. 

As when a woman staineth ivory with scarlet, 
some woman of Maeonia or Caria, to make a cheek- 
piece for horses, and it lieth in a treasure-chamber, 
though many horsemen pray to wear it; but it 
lieth there as a king’s treasure, alike an ornament 
for his horse and to its driver a glory ; even in such 
wise, Menelaus, were thy thighs stained with blood, 
thy shapely thighs and thy legs and thy fair ankles 
beneath. 

Thereat shuddered the king of men, Agamemnon, 
as he saw the black blood flowing from the wound, 


For a full discussion of the problem see Helbig, Das 
homerische E'pos®, 290 ff.; Reichel, Homerische Waffen?, 
74f., 91 f., and Leaf, liad? i. 579 f. 
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1 rérpov Aristarchus: potpay mss. 





1 By which the arrow-head was fastened to the shaft. 
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and Menelaus, dear to Ares, himself likewise 
shuddered. But when he saw that the sinew! and 
the barbs were without the flesh, back again into 
his breast was his spirit gathered. But with a 
heavy moan spake among them lord Agamemnon, 
holding Menelaus by the hand; and his comrades 
too made moan: “ Dear brother, it was for thy 
death, meseems, that I swore this oath with sacrifice, 
setting thee forth alone before the face of the 
Achaeans to do battle with the Trojans, seeing the 
Trojans have thus smitten thee, and trodden under 
foot the oaths of faith. Yet in no wise is an oath 
of none effect and the blood of lambs and drink- 
offerings of unmixed wine and the hand-clasps, 
wherein we put our trust. For even if for the moment 
the Olympian vouchsafeth not fulfilment, yet late 
and at length doth he fulfil them, and with a heavy 
price do men make atonement, even with their own 
heads and their wives and their children. For of 
a surety know I this in heart and soul: the day 
shall come when sacred Ilios shall be laid low, and 
Priam, and the people of Priam, with goodly spear 
of ash; and Zeus, son of Cronos, throned on high, 
that dwelleth in the heaven, shall himself shake 
over them all his dark aegis in wrath for this deceit. 
These things verily shall not fail of fulfilment ; yet 
dread grief for thee shall be mine, O Menelaus, if 
thou shalt die and fill up thy lot of life. Aye, and 
as one most despised should I return to thirsty 
Argos, for straightway will the Achaeans bethink 
them of their native land, and so should we leave to 
Priam and the Trojans their boast, even Argive 
Helen. And thy bones shall the earth rot as thou 
liest in the land of Troy with thy task unfinished ; 
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1 Lines 195-197 (=205-207) were rejected by Aristarchus. 
’Arplos vidv: dpxdv ’Axacdv (cf. 115 and. 205). 
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and thus shall many a one of the overweening 
Trojans say, as he leapeth upon the barrow of glorious 
Menelaus : ‘ Would that in every matter it may be 
thus that Agamemnon may fulfil his wrath, even as 
now he led hither a host of the Achaeans to no 
purpose, and lo! he hath departed home to his 
dear native land with empty ships, and hath left 
here noble Menelaus.” So shall some man speak 
in aftertime ; in that day let the wide earth gape 
for me.” 

But fair-haired Menelaus spake and heartened 
him, saying: “Be thou of good cheer, neither 
affright in any wise the host of the Achaeans, Not 
in a fatal spot hath the dart been fixed ; ere that my 
flashing belt stayed it, and the kilt beneath, and 
the taslet that the coppersmiths fashioned.” 

Then in answer to him spake lord Agamemnon: | 
“Would it may be so, dear Menelaus. But the 
leech shall search the wound and lay thereon simples 
that shall make thee cease from dark pains.” 

Therewith he spake to Talthybius, the godlike 
herald: ‘‘ Talthybius, make haste to call hither 
Machaon, son of Asclepius, the peerless leech, to 
see warlike Menelaus, son of Atreus, whom some 
man well skilled in archery hath smitten with an 
arrow, some Trojan or Lycian, compassing glory for 
himself but for us sorrow.” 

So spake he, and the herald failed not to hearken, 
as he heard, but went his way throughout the host 
of the brazen-coated Achaeans, glancing this way 
and that for the warrior Machaon; and he marked 
him as he stood, and round about him were the 
stalwart ranks of the shield-bearing hosts that 
followed him from Trica, the pastureland of horses. 
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1 dpxdv ’Axardv: ‘Arpéos vléy (ef. 115 and 195), 
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And he came up to him, and spake winged words, 
saying: “Rouse thee, son of Asclepius; lord 
Agamemnon calleth thee to see warlike Menelaus, 
captain of the Achaeans, whom some man, well skilled 
in archery, hath smitten with an arrow, some Trojan 
or Lycian, compassing glory for himself but for us 
sorrow. 

So spake he, and roused the heart in his breast, 
and they went their way in the throng throughout 
the broad host of the Achaeans. And when they 
were come where was fair-haired Menelaus, wounded, 
and around him were gathered in a circle all they 
that were chieftains, the godlike hero came and 
stood in their midst, and straightway drew forth 
the arrow from the clasped belt ; and as it was drawn 
forth the sharp barbs were broken backwards. And 
he loosed the flashing belt and the kilt beneath and 
the taslet that the coppersmiths fashioned. But 
when he saw the wound where the bitter arrow had 
liglited, he sucked out the blood, and with sure 
knowledge spread thereon soothing simples, which 
of old Cheiron had given to his father with kindly 
thought. 

While they were thus busied with Menclaus, 
good at the war-cry, meanwhile the ranks of the 
shield-bearing Trojans came on; and the Achaeans 
again did on their battle-gear, and bethought them 
of war. 

Then wouldst thou not have seen goodly Aga- 
memnon slumbering, nor cowering, nor with no 
heart for fight, but full eager for battle where men 
win glory. His horses and his chariot adorned with 
bronze he let be, and his squire, Kurymedon, son of 
Peiraeus’ son Ptolemaeus, kept the snorting steeds 
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1 | render the text in its traditional form, as given above, 
but we should almost certainly read the contemptuous 
neuter, édéyxea, “things of shame,” as in ii, 225, v. 787. 
viii. 228, xxiv. 260. 
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withdrawn apart; and straitly did Agamemnon 
charge him to have them at hand, whenever weariness 
should come upon his limbs, as he gave commands 
throughout all the host; but he himself ranged on 
foot through the ranks of warriors. And whomsoever 
of the Danaans with swift steeds he saw eager, to 
these would he draw nigh, and hearten them 
earnestly, saying: “ Ye Argives, relax ye no whit 
of your furious valour; for father Zeus will be no 
helper of lies ; nay, they that were the first to work 
violence in defiance of their oaths, their tender flesh 
of a surcty shall vultures devour, and we shall bear 
away in our ships their dear wives and little children, 
when we shall have taken their citadel.” 

And whomsoever again he saw holding back from 
hateful war, them would he chide roundly with 
angry words: ‘‘ Ye Argives that rage with the bow, 
ye men of dishonour,! have ye no shame? Why is 
it that ye stand thus dazed, like fawns that, when 
they have grown weary with running over a wide 
plain, stand still, and in their hearts is no valour 
found at all? ven so ye stand dazed and fight not. 
Is it that ye wait for the Trojans to come near where 
your ships with stately sterns are drawn up on the 
shore of the grey sea, that ye may know if haply 
the son of Cronos will stretch forth his arm over 
you?” 

Thus ranged he giving his commands through the 
ranks of warriors; and he came to the Cretans as he 
fared through the throng of men. These were arm- 
ing them for war around wise-heartcd Idomeneus ; 
and Idomencus stood amid the foremost fighters like 
a wild boar in valour, while Meriones was speeding 
m the hindmost battalions. At sight of them 
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Agamemnon, king of men, waxed glad, and forth- 
with he spake to Idomeneus with gentle words: 
“Ydomeneus, beyond all the Danaans with swift 
steeds do I show honour to thee both in war and in 
tasks of other sort, and at the feast, when the 
chieftains of the Argives let mingle in the bowl the 
flaming wine of the elders. Yor even though the 
other long-haired Achaeans drink an allotted portion, 
thy cup standeth ever full, even as for mine own 
self, to drink whensoever thy heart biddeth thee. 
Come, rouse thee for battle, such a one as of old 
thou declaredst thyself to be.” 

To him then Idomeneus, leader of the Cretans, 
made answer, saying: “ Son of Atreus, of a surety 
will I be to thee a trusty comrade, even as at the 
first I promised and gave my pledge; but do thou 
urge on the other long-haired Achaeans that we 
may fight with speed, seeing the Trojans have made 
of none effect our oaths. Death and woes shall 
hereafter be their lot, for that they were the first 
to work violence in defiance of the oaths.” 

So spake he, and the son of Atreus passed on, 
glad at heart, and came to the Aiantes as he fared 
through the throng of warriors ; these were arming 
them for battle, and a cloud of footmen followed 
with them. Even as when from some place of 
outlook a goatherd seeth a cloud coming over the 
face of the deep before the blast of the West Wind, 
and to him being afar off it seemeth blacker than 
pitch as it passeth over the face of the deep, and it 
bringeth a mighty whirlwind; and he shuddereth 
at sight of it, and driveth his flock beneath a cave ; 
even in such wise by the side of the Aiantes did the 
thick battalions of youths, nurtured of Zeus, move 
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into furious war—dark battalions, bristling with 
shields and spears. At sight of these lord Aga- 
memnon waxed glad, and he spake and addressed 
them with winged words: “ Ye Aiantes, leaders of 
the brazen-coated Argives, to you twain, for it 
beseemeth not to urge you, I give no charge ; for of 
yourselves ye verily bid your people fight amain. 
I would, O father Zeus and Athene and Apollo, that 
such spirit as yours might be found in the breasts 
of all; then would the city of king Priam forthwith 
bow her head, taken and laid waste beneath our 
hands.” 

So saying, he left them there and went to others. 
Then found he Nestor, the clear-voiced orator of 
the Pylians, arraying his comrades and urging them 
to fight, around mighty Pelagon and Alastor and 
Chromius and lord Haemon and Bias, shepherd of 
the host. The charioteers first he arrayed with 
their horses and cars, and behind them the footmen, 
many and valiant, to be a bulwark of battle; but 
the cowards he drave into the midst, that were he 
never so loath each man must needs fight perforce. 
Upon the charioteers was he first laying charge, and 
he bade them keep their horses in hand, nor drive 
tumultuously on amid the throng. “ Neither let 
any man, trusting in his horsemanship and his valour, 
be eager to fight with the Trojans alone in front of 
the rest, ner yet let him draw back; for so will ye 
be the feebler. But what man soe’er from his own 
car can come at a car of the foe, let him thrust forth 
with his spear, since verily it is far better so. Thus 
also did men of olden time lay waste cities and walls, 
having in their breasts mind and spirit such as this.” 

So was the old man urging them on, having know- 
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1 The “adjective dpoltios is certainly to be distinguished 
from épotos, and the traditional rendering, ‘common to 
all,” is not particularly apt as applied to -yijpas, and is 
quite inappropriate in connexion with rddcuos, ete. The 
word occurs in Homer only as an epithet of war, strife, 
old age, and death. It seems best to follow the ancient 
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ledge of battles from of old. At sight of him lord 
Agamemnon waxed glad, and he spake, and ad- 
dressed him with winged words: ‘ Old Sir, I would 
that even as is the spirit in thy breast, so thy limbs 
might obey, and thy strength be firm. But evil+ 
old age presseth hard upon thee ; would that some 
other among the warriors had thy years, and -that 
thou wert among the youths.” 

To him then made answer the horseman, Nestor 
of Gerenia: ‘‘ Son of Atreus, verily I myself could 
wish that I were such a one as on the day when I 
slew goodly Ereuthalion. But in no wise do the 
gods grant to men all things at one time. As I was 
then a youth, so now doth old age attend'me. Yet 
even so will I abide among the charioteers and urge 
them on by counsel and by words ; for that is the 
office of elders. Spears shall the young men wield 
who are more youthful than I and have confidence 
in their strength.” 

So spake he, and the son of Atreus passed on glad 
at heart. He found Menestheus, driver of horses, 
son of Peteos, as he stood, and about him were the 
Athenians, masters of the war-cry. And hard by 
stood Odysseus of many wiles, and with him the 
ranks of the Cephallenians, no weakling folk, stood 
still; for their host had not as yet heard the war-cry, 
seeing the battalions of the horse-taming Trojans 
and the Achaeans had but newly bestirred them to 
move; wherefore these stood, and waited until 
some other serried battalions of the Achaeans should 
advance to set upon the Trojans, and begin the 


glossographers and understand the word as an equivalent 
of xaxés, although we need not go so far as to read ddoiios, 
with Nauck. 
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battle. At sight of these Agamemnon, king of men, 
chid them, and spoke, and addressed them with 
winged words : “ O son of Peteos, the king nurtured 
of Zeus, and thou that excellest in evil wiles, thou of 
crafty mind, why stand ye apart cowering, and wait 
for others? For you twain were it seemly that ye 
take your stand amid the foremost, and confront 
blazing battle; for ye are the first to hear my 
bidding to the feast, whenso we Achaeans make 
ready a banquet for the elders. Then are ye glad 
to eat roast meat and drink cups of honey-sweet 
wine as long as ye will. But now would ye gladly 
behold it, aye if ten serried battalions of the Achaeans 
were to fight in front of you with the pitiless bronze.” 

Then with an angry glance from beneath his 
brows Odysseus of many wiles addressed him: “‘ Son 
of Atreus, what a word hath escaped the barrier of 
thy teeth! How sayest thou that we are slack in 
battle, whenso we Achaeans rouse keen war against 
the horse-taming Trojans? Thou shalt see, if so be 
thou wilt and if thou carest aught therefor, the 
father of Telemachus mingling with the foremost 
fighters of the horse-taming Trojans. This that thou 
sayest is as empty wind.” 

Then lord Agamemnon spake to him with a 
smile, when he knew that he was wroth, and 
took back his words: ‘“ Zeus-born son of Laértes, 
Odysseus of many wiles, neither do I chide thee 
overmuch nor urge thee on, for J know that the 
heart in thy breast knoweth kindly thoughts, seeing 
thou art minded even as I am. Nay, come, these 
things will we make good hereafter, if any harsh 
word hath been spoken now; and may the gods 
make all to come to naught.” 
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1 The phrase denotes the lanes between the opposing 
armies, the ranks on either side being likened to causeways 
or dykes. -yédvpa does not mean * bridge” in Homer. 


180 


THE ILIAD, iV. 364-392 


So saying he left them there and went to others. 
Then found he the son of Tydeus, Diomedes high 
of heart, as he stood by his horses and jvinted car ; 
and by his side stood Sthenelus, son of Capaneus. 
At sight of him too lord Agamemnon chid him, and 
spake and addressed him with winged words: “ Ah 
me, ¢hou son of wise-hearted Tydeus, tamer of 
horses, why cowerest thou, why gazest thou at the 
dykes of battle? Tydeus of a surety was not wont 
thus to cower, but far in advance of his comrades 
to fight against the foe, as they tell who saw him 
amid the toil of war; for I never met him, neither 
saw him ; but men say that he was pre-eminent over 
all. Once verily he came to Mycenae, not as an 
enemy, but as a guest, in company with godlike 
Polyneices, to gather a host; for in that day they 
were waging a war against the sacred walls of Thebe, 
and earnestly did they make prayer that glorious 
allies be granted them; and the men of Mycenae 
were minded to grant them, and were assenting even 
as they bade, but Zeus turned their minds by showing 
tokens of ill. So when they had departed and were 
got forth upon their way, and had come to Asopus 
with deep reeds, that coucheth in the grass, there 
did the Achaeans send forth Tydeus on an embassage. 
And he went his way, and found the many sons of 
Cadmus feasting in the house of mighty Eteocles. 
Then, for all he was a stranger, the horseman Tydeus 
feared not, all alone though he was amid the many 
Cadmeians, but challenged them all to feats of 
strength, and in every one vanquished he them full 
easily ; such a helper was Athene to him. But the 
Cadmeians, goaders of horses, waxed wroth, and as 
he journeyed back, brought and set a strong ambush, 
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1 Lines 407-409 were rejected by Aristarchus. 
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even fifty youths, and two there were as leaders, 
Maeon, son of Haemon, peer of the immortals, and 
Autophonus’ son, Polyphontes, staunch in fight. 
But Tydeus even upon these let loose a shameful 
fate, and slew them all; one only man suffered he 
to return home; Maeon he sent forth in obedience 
to the portents of the gods. Such a man was Tydeus 
of Aetolia ; howbeit the son that he begat is worse 
than he in battle, though in the place of gathering 
he is better.” 

So he spake, and stalwart Diomedes answered 
him not a word, but had respect to the reproof of 
the king revered. But the son of glorious Capaneus 
made answer: “Son of Atreus, utter not lies, when 
thou knowest how to speak truly. We declare 
ourselves to be better men by far than our fathers : 
we took the seat of Thebe of the seven gates, when 
we twain had gathered a lesser host against a 
stronger wall, putting our trust in the portents of 
the gods and in the aid of Zeus; whereas they 
perished through their own blind folly. Where- 
fore I bid thee put not our fathers in like honour 
with us.” 

Then with an angry glance from beneath his 
brows stalwart Diomedes addressed him: ‘‘ Good 
friend, abide in silence, and hearken to my word. 
I count it not shame that Agamemnon, shepherd of 
the host, should urge on to battle the well-greaved 
Achaeans; for upon him will great glory attend, 
if the Achaeans shall slay the Trojans and take 
sacred Ilios, and upon him likewise will fall great 
sorrow, if the Achaeans be slain. Nay, come, let us 
twain also bethink us of furious valour.” 

He spake, and leapt in his armour from his chariot 
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to the ground, and terribly rang the bronze upon the 
breast of the prince as he moved ; thereat might terror 
have seized even one that was steadfast of heart. 

As when on a sounding beach the swell of the sea 4 
beats, wave after wave, before the driving of the 
West Wind ; out on the deep at the first is it gathered 
in a crest, but thereafter is broken upon the land 
and thundereth aloud, and round about the headlands 
it swelleth and reareth its head, and speweth forth 
the salt brine: even in such wise on that day did the 
battalions of the Danaans move, rank after rank, c 
without cease, into battle ; and each captain gave 
charge to his own men, and the rest marched on in 
silence ; thou wouldst not have deemed that they 
that followed in such multitudes had any voice in 
their breasts, all silent as they were through fear 
of their commanders ; and on every man flashed the 
inlaid armour wherewith they went clad. But for 
the Trojans, even as ewes stand in throngs past 
counting in the court of a man of much substance 
to be milked of their white milk, and bleat without 
ceasing as they hear the voices et their lambs: even 
so arose the clamour of the Trojans throughout the 
wide host; for they had not all like speech or one_-~ 
language, but their tongues were mingled, and they 
were a folk summoned from many lands. These 
were urged on by Ares, and the Greeks by flashing- 
eyed Athene, and Terror, and Rout, and Discord 
that rageth incessantly, sister and comrade of man- 
slaying Ares; she at the first rears her crest but 
little, yet thereafter planteth her head in heaven, 
while her feet tread on earth. She it was that now 
cast evil strife into their midst as she fared through 
the throng, making the groanings of men to wax. 
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Now when they were met together and come into 
one place, then dashed they together shields and 
spears and the fury of bronze-mailed warriors ; and 
the bossed shields closed each with each, and a great 
din arose. Then were heard alike the sound of 
groaning and the cry of triumph of the slayers and 
the slain, and the earth flowed with blood. As when 
winter torrents, flowing down the mountains from 
their great springs to a place where two valleys meet, 
join their mighty floods in a deep gorge, and far off 
amid the mountains the shepherd heareth the 
thunder thereof; even so from the joining of these 
in battle came shouting and toil. 

Antilochus was first to slay a warrior of the 
Trojans in full armour, a goodly man amid the fore- 
most fighters, Echepolus, son of Thalysius. Him 
was he first to smite’ upon the horn of his helmet 
with crest of horse-hair, and into his forehead drave 
the spear, and the point of bronze passed within 
the bone; and darkness enfolded his eyes, and he 
crashed as doth a wall, in the mighty conflict. As 
he fell lord Elephenor caught him by the feet, the 
son he of Chalcodon, and captain of the great-souled 
Abantes, and sought to drag him from beneath the 
darts, fain with all speed to strip off his armour ; 
yet but for a scant space did his striving endure ; 
for as he was haling the corpse great-souled Agenor 
caught sight of him, and where his side was left 
uncovered of his shield, as he stooped, even there 
he smote him with a thrust of his bronze-shod spear, 
and loosed his limbs. So his spirit left him, and 
over his body was wrought grievous toil of Trojans 
and Achaeans. Even as wolves leapt they one upon 
the other, and man made man to reel. 
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Then Telamonian Aias smote Anthemion’s son, 
the lusty youth Simoeisius, whom on a time his 
mother had born beside the banks of Simois, as 
she journeyed down from Ida, whither she had- 
followed with her parents to see their flocks. For 
this cause they called him Simoeisius; yet paid he 
not back to his dear parents the recompense of his . 
upbringing, and but brief was the span of his life, 
for that he was laid low by the spear of great-souled 
Aias. For, as he strode amid the foremost, he was 
smitten on the right breast beside the nipple ; and 
clean through his shoulder went the spear of bronze, 
and he fell to the ground in the dust like a poplar- 
tree that hath grown up in the bottom-land of a 
great marsh, smooth of stem, but from the top 
thereof branches grow: this hath some wainwright 
felled with the gleaming iron that he might bend 
him a felloe for a beauteous chariot, and it lieth 
drying by a river’s banks. Even in such wise did 
Zeus-born Aias slay Simoeisius, son of Anthemion. 
And at him Priam’s son Antiphus, of the flashing 
corselet, cast with his sharp spear amid the throng. 
Him he missed, but smote in the groin Odysseus} 
goodly comrade, Leucus, as he was drawing the 
corpse to the other side ; so he fell upon it, and the 
body slipped from his grasp. For his slaying waxed 
Odysseus mightily wroth at heart, and strode amid 
the foremost warriors, harnessed in flaming bronze ; 
close to the foe he came and took his stand, and 
glancing warily about him hurled with his bright 
spear; and back did the Trojans shrink from the 
warrior as he cast. Not in vain did he let fly his 
spear, but smote Priam’s bastard son Democoén, 
that had come at his call from Abydus, from his stud 
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of swift mares. Him Odysseus, wroth for his com- 
rade’s sake, smote with his spear on the temple, and 
out through the other temple passed the spear-point 
of bronze, and darkness enfolded his eyes, and he 
fell with a thud and upon him his armour clanged. 
Then the foremost warriors and glorious Hector 
gave ground; and the Argives shouted aloud, and 
drew off the bodies, and charged far further onward. 
And Apollo, looking down from Pergamus, had 
indignation, and called with a shout to the Trojans : 
“Rouse ye, horse-taming Trojans, give not ground 
in fight before Argives ; not of stone nor of iron is 
their flesh to resist the bronze that cleaveth ‘the 
flesh, when they are smitten. Nay, and Achilles 
moreover fighteth not, the son of fair-haired Thetis, 
but amid the ships nurseth his bitter wrath.” 

So spake the dread god from the city; but the 
Achaeans were urged on by the daughter of Zeus, 
most glorious Tritogeneia, who fared throughout the 
throng wheresoever she saw them giving ground. 

Then was Amarynceus’ son, Diores, caught in the . 
snare of fate; for with a jagged stone was he 
smitten on the right leg by the ankle, and it was 
the leader of the Thracians that made the cast, 
even Peiros, son of Imbrasus, that had come from 
Aenus. The sinews twain and the bones did the 
ruthless stone utterly crush ; and he fell backward 
in the dust and stretched out both his hands to his 
dear comrades, gasping out his life; and there ran 
up he that smote him, Peiros, and dealt him a wound 
with a thrust of his spear beside the navel; and 
forth upon the ground gushed all his bowels, and 
darkness enfolded his eyes. 

But as the other sprang back Thoas of Aetolia 
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smote him with a cast of his spear in the breast - 
above the nipple, and the bronze was fixed in his 
lung; and Thoas came close to him, and plucked 
forth from his chest the mighty spear, and drew his 
sharp sword and smote him therewith full upon the 
belly, and took away his life. Howbeit of his armour 
he stripped him not, for about him his comrades, men 
of Thrace that wear the hair long at the top, stood 
with long spears grasped in their hands, and for all 
that he was great and mighty and lordly, drave him 
back from them, so that he reeled and gave ground. 
Thus the twain lay stretched in the dust each by 
the other, captains the one of the Thracians and 
the other of the brazen-coated Epeians ; and about 
them were others full many likewise slain. 

Then could no man any more enter into the 
battle and make light thereof, whoso still un- 
wounded by missile or by thrust of sharp bronze, 
might move throughout the midst, being led of 
Pallas Athene by the hand, and by her guarded 
from the onrush of darts: for multitudes of Trojans 
and Achaeans alike were that day stretched one by 
the other’s side with faces in the dust. 
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Anp now to Tydeus’ son, Diomedes, Pallas Athene 
gave might and courage, that he should prove 
himself pre-eminent amid all the Argives, and win 
glorious renown. She kindled from his helm and 
shield flame unwearying, like to the star of harvest- 
time that shineth bright above all others when he 
hath bathed him in the stream of Ocean. Fiven such 
a flame did she kindle from his head and shoulders ; 
and she sent him into the midst where men thronged 
the thickest. 

Now there was amid the Trojans one Dares, a 
rich man and blameless, a priest of Hephaestus ; 
and he had two sons, Phegeus and Idaeus, both 
well skilled in all manner of fighting. These twain 
separated themselves from the host and went forth 
against Diomedes, they in their car, while he charged 
on foot upon the ground. And when they were 
come near, as they advanced against each other, 
first Phegeus let fly his far-shadowing spear; and 
over the left shoulder of the son of Tydeus passed 
the point of the spear, and smote him not. Then 
Tydeus’ son rushed on with the bronze, and not in 
yain did the shaft speed from his hand, but he smote 
his foe on the breast between the nipples, and thrust 
him from the car. And Idaeus sprang back, and 
left the beauteous chariot, and had no heart to 
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bestride his slain brother. Nay, nor would he 
himself have escaped black fate, had not Hephaestus 
guarded him, and saved him, enfolding him in 
darkness, that his aged priest might not be utterly 
fordone with grief. Howbeit the horses did tHe 
son of great-souled Tydeus drive forth and give to 
his comrades to bring to the hollow ships. But 
when the great-souled Trojans beheld the two sons 
of Dares, the one in flight and the other slain beside 
the car, the hearts of all were dismayed. And 
flashing-eyed Athene took furious Ares by the 
hand and spake to him, saying: “ Ares, Ares, thou 
bane of mortals, thou blood-stained stormer of walls, 
shall we not now leave the ‘Trojans and Achacans 
to fight, to whichsoever of the two it be that father 
Zeus shall vouchsafe glory? But for us twain, let 
us give place, and avoid the wrath of Zeus.” 

So spake she, and led furious Ares forth from the 
battle. Then she made him to sit down on the sandy =) 
banks of Scamander, and the Trojans were turned 
in flight by the Danaans. Each one of the eaptains 
slew his man; first the king of men, Agamemnon, 
thrust from his car the leader of the Halizones,: 
great Odius, for as he turned first of all to flee he 
fixed his spear in his back between the shoulders and 
drave it through his breast ; and he fell with a thud, 
and upon him his armour clanged. 

And Idomeneus slew Phaestus, son of Borus the 
Maeonian, that had come from deep-soiled Tarne. 
Him even as he was mounting his chariot Idomeneus, 
famed for his spear, pierced with a thrust of his long 
spear through the right shoulder; and he fell from 
his car, and hateful darkness gat hold of him. 

Him then the squires of Idomeneus stripped of 
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1 ypaicp’”Aprepes loxdatpa: ypatoper Oavdroco réAwpa Zeno- 
dotus. 
2 Line 64 was rejected by Aristarchus. 








1 The great tendon at the back of the neck which holds 
the head erect. 
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his armour; and Scamandrius, son of Strophius, 
cunning in the chase, did Atreus’ son Menelaus slay 
with his sharp spear, even him the mighty hunter ; 
for Artemis herself had taught him to smite all wild 
things that the mountain forest nurtureth, Yet, in 
no wise did the archer Artemis avail him now, 
neither all that skill in archery wherein of old he 
excelled; but the son of Atreus, Menelaus famed 
for his spear, smote him as he fled before him with 
a thrust of his spear in the back between the 
shoulders, and drave it through his breast. So he 
fell face foremost, and upon him his armour clanged. 

And Meriones slew Phereclus, son of Tecton, 
Harmon’s son, whose hands were skilled to fashion 
all manner of curious work; for Pallas Athene 
loved him above all men. He it was that had also 
built for Alexander the shapely ships, source of ills, 
that were made the bane of all the Trojans and of 
his own self, seeing he knew not in any wise the 
oracles of the gods. After him Meriones pursued, 
and when’he had come up with him, smote him in 
the right buttock, and the spear-point passed clean 
through even to the bladder beneath the bone; 
and he fell to his knees with a groan, and death 
enfolded him. 

And Pedaeus, Antenor’s son, was slain of Meges ; 
he was in truth a bastard, howbeit goodly Theano 
had reared him carefully even as her own children, 
to do pleasure to her husband. To him Phyleus’ 
son, famed for his spear, drew nigh and smote him 
with a cast of his sharp spear on the sinew of the 
head;1 and straight through amid the teeth the bronze 
shore away the tongue at its base. So he fell in the 
dust, and bit the cold bronze with his teeth. 


199 


HOMER 


Edpimvdos 8 Edaiovidns ‘Yyjvopa diov, 
ey e é ‘ o ty wt: 
viov vaepOtpov Aodomiovos, os pa Ukapdvdpov 
dpytnp eréruxto, Oeds 8 ds tlero Shuw, 
al 4 vo hee a > 4 es 
zov pev dp Edpumvdos, Edatpovos dyAads vids, 
af eG a ) wv 3 S 
mpootey elev devyovta petadpopadny édac’ wpov 
dacyavw aigas, amd 8 é€ece xeipa Bapetav. 
aiparoccoa S€ yelp mediw méoe: tov dé Kar 
dace 
é\AaBe mopdipeos Odvaros Kal poipa Kparaut. 
“Qs of pev movéovro Kata Kpatepny dopivnv 
Tudetdnv 8° otk dv yvoins morépovow peretn, 
fA ‘ a < Xr , gl ? 2A a 
ne peta Tpwecow optddor 4 pet’ *“Axatots. 
Oive yap a medlov woTap@ wAWPovr. eouxws 
ta pP i 2 f 7 
ei > ce > Li , 
xeyudppw, os 7 wKa péwy exedacce yepvpas: 
Tov 8 ovr dp re yedupas cepypevar icxavowot, 
v3 ba oe ww > , > és 
ovr dpa épKea layer ddwawy épilyndéwy 
eAOdvr’ eEamivns, 61° emuBpton Atds duBpos- 
\ ? (ee ? a vA 4y3 2 ~ 
moAAa 8° va’ adrod épya Katnpime Kad’ ailyar. 
a i. ‘ ahs A é 4 
Os bd Tvdeidy muxwai Kdovéovro dadayyes 
Tpwwy, od8 dpa pw pipvov moddes mep €ovres. 
Tov 8° ws odv evonce Avkdovos aydads vids 
Advovr’ du wedtov mpd Bev KdAovéovra Padayyas, 
als émt Tudeidn éeriraivero Kkayrdda rd€a, 
LY ey? 2) se \ \ 8) > 
kal Bar’ ératooovra tuxwv Kata deEvov @pov, 
Odpykos yvadov: da 8 extato mKpos dios, 
> AY 4 is 4 > Ld a 
dvrikpd dé Sidcye, waAdooeto 8 aipare Owpné. 
~ > 28: A Moe , > A ey. 
T® & ent paxpov dice Avxdovos dyAads vids: 
“ 6pvucbe, Tpdes peyabupor, Kevropes immu: 
a ‘ y aN ~ hi , 
BéeBAntar yap dprotos "Ayaudv, odd € ppt 
200 


THE ILIAD, V. 76-103 


And Eurypylus, son of Euaemon, slew goodly 
Hypsenor, son of Dolopion high of heart, that was 
made priest of Scamander, and was honoured of the 
folk even as a god—upon him did Eurypylus, Euae- 
mon’s glorious son, rush with his sword as he fled 
before him, and in mid-course smite him upon the 
shoulder and lop off his heavy arm. So the arm 
all bloody fell to the ground ; and down over his eyes 
came dark death and mighty fate. 

Thus toiled they in the mighty conflict ; but of 
Tydeus’ son couldst thou not have told with which 
host of the twain he was joined, whether it was 
with the Trojans that he had fellowship or with the 
Achaeans. I’or he stormed across the plain like 
unto a winter torrent at the full, that with its swift 
flood sweeps away the embankments; this the 
close-fenced embankments hold not back, neither 
do the walls of the fruitful vineyards stay its sudden 
coming when the rain of Zeus driveth it on; and 
before it in multitudes the fair works of men fall 
inruin. Iven in such wise before Tydeus’ son were 
the thick battalions of the Trojans driven in rout, 
nor might they abide him for all they were so many. 

But when the glorious: son of Lycaon was ware 
of him as he raged across the plain and drove the 
battalions in rout before him, forthwith- he bent 
against the son of Tydeus his curved bow, and with 
sure aim smote him as he rushed onwards upon the 
right shoulder on the plate of his corselet ; through 
this sped the bitter arrow and held straight on its 
way, and the corselet was spattered with blood. 
Over him then shouted aloud the glorious son of 
Lycaon: ‘Rouse you, great-souled Trojans, ye 
goaders of horses. Smitten is the best man of the 
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Achaeans, and I deem he will not for long endure 
the mighty shaft, if in very truth the king, the son 
of Zeus, sped me on my way when I set forth from 
Lycia.” 

So spake he vauntingly ; howbeit that other did 
the swift arrow not lay low, but he drew back, and 
took his stand before his horses and chariot, and 
spake to Sthenelus, son of Capaneus: “ Rouse thee, 
good son of Capaneus ; get thee down from the car, 
that thou mayest draw forth from my shoulder the 
bitter arrow.” 

So spake he, and Sthenelus leapt from his chariot 
to the ground, and stood beside him, and drew forth 
the swift arrow clean through his shoulder; and the 
blood spurted up through the pliant! tunic. And 
thereat Diomedes, good at the war-cry, made prayer : 
“Hear me, child of Zeus that beareth the aegis, 
unwearied one! If ever with kindly thought thou 
stoodest by my father’s side amid the fury of battle, 
even so do thou now be likewise kind to me, Athene. 
Grant that I may slay this man, and that he come 
within the cast of my spear, that hath smitten me 
or ever I was ware of him, and boasteth over me, 
and declareth that not for long shall I behold the 
bright light of the sun.” 

So spake he in prayer, and Pallas Athene heard 
him, and made his limbs light, his feet and his hands 
above ; and she drew near to his side and spake 
to him winged words: “ Be of good courage now, 
Diomedes, to fight against the Trojans, for in thy 
breast have I put the might of thy father, the 
dauntless might, such as the horseman Tydeus, 


1 Others render ‘“‘ woven,” or ‘‘ woven of twisted yarn.”’ 
Aristarchus took the erperrés xir&év to mean a coat of mail. 
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wielder of the shield, was wont to have. And the 
mist moreover have J taken from thine eyes that 
afore was upon them, to the end that thou mayest 
well discern both god and man. Wherefore now if 
any god come hither to make trial of thee, do not 
thou in any wise fight face to face with any other 
immortal gods, save only if Aphrodite, daughter of 
Zeus, shall enter the battle, her do thou smite with 
a thrust of the sharp bronze.” 

When she had thus spoken, the goddess, flashing- 
eyed Athene, departed, and the son of Tydeus 
returned again and mingled with the foremost 
fighters ; and though afore his heart had been eager 
to do battle with the Trojans, now verily did fury 
thrice so great lay hold upon him, even as upon a 
lion that a shepherd in the field, guarding his fleecy 
sheep, hath wounded as he leapt over the wall of 
the sheep-fold, but hath not vanquished ; his might 
hath “he roused, but thereafter maketh no more 
defence, but slinketh amid the farm buildings, and 
the flock all unprotected is driven in rout, and the 
sheep are strewn in heaps, each hard by each, but 
the lion in his fury leapeth forth from the high fold; 
even in such fury did mighty Diomedes mingle with 
the Trojans. 

Then slew he Astynous and Hypeiron, shepherd 
of the host; the one he smote above the nipple 
with a cast of his bronze-shod spear, and the other 
he struck with his great sword upon the collar-bone 
beside the shoulder, and shore off the shoulder from 
the neck and from the back. These then he let be, 
but went his way in pursuit of Abas and Polyidus, 
sons of the old man Eurydamas, the reader of 
dreams ; howbeit they came not back for the old 
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1 aréprios: Bovxddov Zenodotus. 


1 The Greek may equally well mean, “ howbeit the old 
man interpreted no dreams for them as they went forth.” 
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man to interpret dreams for them, but mighty 
Diomedes slew them. Then went he on after 
Xanthus and Thoén, sons twain of Phaenops, and 
both well beloved; and their father was fordone 
with grievous old age, and begat no other son to 
leave in charge of his possessions. ‘There Diomedes 
slew them, and bereft them of dear life, both the 
twain; but for the father he left lamentation and 
grievous sorrow, seeing they lived not for him to 
weleome them on their return; and the next of ~ 
kin divided his goods. 

Then took he two sons of Priam, Dardanus’ son, 
Echemmon and Chromius, the twain being in one 
car. Even as a lion leapeth among the kine and 
breaketh the neck of a heifer or a cow as they graze 
in a woodland pasture, so did Tydeus’ son thrust 
both these in evil wise from their car, sorely against 
their will, and thereafter despoiled them of their 
armour; and the horses he gave to his comrades 
to drive to the ships. 

But Aeneas was ware of him as he made havoe 
of the ranks of warriors, and went his way along 
the battle amid the hurtling of the spears in quest 
of godlike Pandarus, if so be he might anywhere 
find him. He found ‘the son of Lycaon, goodly and 
valiant, and took his stand before his face, and 
spake to him, saying: “‘ Pandarus, where now are 
thy bow and thy winged arrows, and thy fame? 
Therein may no man of this land vie with thee, nor 
any in Lycia declare himself to be better than thou. 
Come now, lift up thy hands in prayer to Zeus, and 
et fly a shaft at this man, whoe’er he be that pre- 
aileth thus, and hath verily wrought the Trojans 
uch mischief, seeing he hath loosed the knees of 
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1 Liue 183 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
2 Line 187 was rejected by Zenodotus. 
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many men and goodly; if indeed he be not some 
god that is wroth with the Trojans, angered by 
reason of sacrifices ; with grievous weight doth the 
wrath of god rest upon men.” ! 

To him then spake the glorious son of Lycaon : 
“ Aeneas, counsellor of the brazen-coated Trojans, 
to the wise-hearted son of Tydeus do I liken him in 
all things, knowing him by his shield and his crested 
helm, and when I look on his horses ; yet I know not 
surely if he be not a god. But if he be the man I 
deem him, even the wise-hearted son of Tydcus, 
not without the aid of some god doth he thus rage, 
but one of the immortals standeth hard by him, his 
shoulders wrapped in cloud, and turned aside from 
him my swift shaft even as it lighted. For already 
have I let fly a shaft at him, and I smote him upon 
the right shoulder clean through the plate of his 
corselet ; and I deemed that I should send him forth 
to Te Aenietics yet I subdued him not; verily he is 
some wrathful god. And horses have I not at hand, 
neither car whereon I might mount—yet in Lycaon’s 
halls, I ween, there be eleven fair chariots, new-_ 
wrought, new-furnished, with cloths spread over 
them; and by each standeth its yoke of horses 
feeding on white barley and spelt. Aye, and as I 
set out hither the old spearman Lycaon straitly 
charged me in our well-built house: he bade me be 
mounted on horse and car, and so lead the Trojans 
in mighty conflicts. Howbeit I hearkened not— 
verily it had been better far !—but spared the horses 
lest in the multitude of men they should lack fodder, 
they that were wont to eat their fill. So I left 
them, and am come on foot to Ilios, trusting in my 


1 Possibly, “ and the wrath of a god be heavy upon us.” 
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1 droBijcopat: émBycouac Zenodotus, 
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bow; but this, meseems, was to avail me not. 
Already have I let fly a shaft at two chieftains, the 
son of Tydeus and Atreus’ son, and smitten them 
fairly, and from them both of a surety I drew forth 
blood, yet did I but arouse them the more. Where- 
fore with ill hap was it that I took from the peg my 
curved bow on that day when I led my Trojans 
to lovely Ilios to do pleasure to Hector. But if so 
be I shal} return and behold with mine eyes my 
native land and my wife and great, high-roofed 
palace, then may some alien forthwith cut my head 
from me, if I break not this bow with my hands 
and cast it into the blazing fire; for worthless as 
wind doth it attend me.” 

To him then spake in answer Aeneas, leader of 
the Trojans: “‘ Nay, speak not thus; in no wise shall 
matters be made good before that we twain with 
horses and chariot go to face this man, and make 
trial of him in arms. Nay, come, mount upon my 
car, that thou mayest see of what sort are the horses 
of Tros, well skilled to course fleetly hither and 
thither over the plain whether in pursuit or in 
flight. They twain will bring the two of us safely 
to the city, if again Zeus shall vouchsafe glory to 
Tydeus’ son Diomedes. Come, therefore, take thou 
now the lash and the shining reins, and I will dis- 
mount to fight; or else do thou await his onset, 
and I will look to the horses.” 

Then made answer to him the glorious son of 
Lycaon: “ Aeneas, keep thou the reins thyself, 
and drive thine own horses ; better will they draw 
the curved car under their wonted charioteer, if so 
be we must flee from the son of Tydeus. I would 
not that they take fright and run wild, and for want 
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1 uédv dpdpovos: peyadhropos. 
2 Lines 249 f. were rejected by Zenodotus. 
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of thy voice be not minded to bear us forth from the 
battle, and so the son of great-souled Tydeus leap 
upon us and slay the two of us, and drive off the 
single-hooved horses. Nay, drive thou thyself thine 
own ear and thine own horses, and I[ will abide this 
man’s onset with my sharp spear.” : 
So saying they mounted upon the inlaid car and 
eagerly drave the swift horses against the son of 
Tydeus. And Sthenelus, the glorious son of Ca- 
paneus, saw them and straightway spake to Tydeus’ 
son winged words : “ Diomedes, son of Tydeus, dear 
to my heart, I behold two valiant warriors eager to 
fight against thee, endued with measureless strength. 
The one is well skilled with the bow, even Pandarus, 
and moreover avoweth him‘to be the son of Lycaon ; 
while Aeneas avoweth himself to be born of peerless 
Anehises, and his mother is Aphrodite. Nay, come, 
let us give ground on the car, neither rage thou thus, 
I pray thee, amid the foremost fighters, lest thou 
haply lose thy life.” De GEE 
Then with an angry glance from beneath his KT 
brows mighty Diomedes spake to him: “ Talk not 
thou to me of flight, for I deem thou wilt not persuade °** 7 
me. “Not in my blood is it to fight a skulking fight 
or to cower down; still is my strength steadfast. 
And I have no mind to mount upon a car, but even 
as I am will I go to face them; that I should quail 
Pallas Athene suffereth not. As for these twain, 
their swift horses shall not bear both back from us 
again, even if one or the other escape. And another 
thing will I tell thee, and do thou lay it to heart. 
If so be Athene, rich in counsel, shall vouchsafe me 
this glory, to slay them both, then do thou hold here 
these swift horses, binding the reins taut to the 
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1 wheTwpe  pijorwpt. 





+ This phrase is everywhere else (except in the parallel 
passage, viii, 108, where the mss. are divided) applied only 
to warriors ; hence many favour the easy change of the 
text in these two passages. Compare, however, ii. 767. 
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chariot rim ; but be mindful to rush upon the horses Ce+< 
of Aeneas and drive them forth from the Trojans ZL. 
the host of the well-greaved Achaeans. For they are 

of that stock wherefrom Zeus, whose voice is borne 
afar, gave to Tros recompense for his son Ganymedes, 
for that they were the best of all horses that are 
beneath the dawn and the sun. Of this stock the 
king of men Anchises stole a breed, putting his 
mares to them while Laomedon knew naught thereof. 
And from these a stock of six was born him in his 
palace; four he kept himself and reared at the 
stall, and the other two he gave to Aeneas, devisers 

of rout: Could we but take these twain, we should 
win us goodly renown.” 

Thus they spake on this wise one to the other, 
and forthwith drew near those other twain, driving 
the swift horses. And Lycaon’s glorious son spake 
first to him, saying: “ Thou son of lordly Tydeus, 
stalwart and wise of heart, verily my swift shaft 
subdued thee not, the bitter arrow; now will I 
again make trial of thee with my spear, if so be 
I may hit thee.” VPLS SID, HA 

So saying, he poised and hurled his far-shadowing 
spear, and smote upon the shield of Tydeus’ son; 
and straight therethrough sped the point of bronze 
and reached the corselet. Then over him shouted 
aloud the glorious son of Lycaon : ‘“‘ Thou art smitten 
clean through the belly, and not for long, methinks, 
shalt thou endure ; but to me hast thou granted great 
glory.” 

Then with no touch of fear spake to him mighty 
Diomedes: ‘“ Thou hast missed and not hit; but 
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ye twain, I deem, shall not cease till one or the other 
of you shall have fallen and glutted with his blood 
Ares, the warrior with tough shield of hide.” 
So spake he and hurled; and Athene guided the 
spear upon his nose beside the eye, and it pierced 
through his white teeth. So the stubborn bronze 
shore off his tongue at its root, and the spear-point 
came out by the base of the chin. Then he fell 
from out the car, and his armour all bright and 
flashing clanged upon him, and the swift-footed 
horses swerved aside; and there his spirit and his 
strength were undone. aad 
But Aeneas leapt down with shield and long /_, 7 
spear, seized with fear lest perchance the Achaeans cae 
might drag from him the dead man. Over him he 
strode like a lion confident in his strength, and before 
him he held his spear and his shield that was well 
balanced on every side, eager to slay the man whoso- 
ever should come to seize the corpse, and crying a 
terrible cry. But the son of Tydeus grasped in his 
hand a stone—a mighty deed—one that not twomen _ 
could bear, such as mortals now are; yet lightly < ‘2 
did he wield it even alone. Therewith he smote-@~<4 
Aeneas on the hip, where the thigh turns in the <<< 
hip-joint,—the cup, men call it—and crushed the 7 <& 
cup-bone, and broke furthermore both sinews, and 
the jagged stone tore the skin away. Then the 
warrior fell upon his knees, and thus abode, and with 
his stout hand leaned he upon the earth; and dark 
night enfolded his eyes. Sack 
And now would the king of men, Aeneas, have tefl 
perished, had not the daughter of Zeus, Aphrodite, 
been quick to mark, even his mother, that. conceived 
him to Anchises as he tended his kine. About her 


217 


HOMER 


> 
apdi 8 éov didrov vidv éexevaro myyee AcvKw, 
mpoobe bd ot rérrAo1o facwod mrvyp’ exadvyev, 
a ~ 
épxos enev Berdewv, wn tus Aavady rayumwAwv 
Xr in a Y. f \ ? A La 
xadkov evi ot7feca. Badav éx Bupdv EAovto. 
‘H pev cov didrov viov imefedepev mroA€uovo* 
i ey K ~ 2): AG. 8 i 
ov8’ vids Kamavijos éAjbeto cvvbeovdwv 
Tawy as émérede Bony dyabds Avoundns, 
GAN’ 6 ye Tovs prev €ods HpvKaKe pavuyas lamToUS 
f > \ i 2? M ¢ 8 ig 
voodw ano droioBov, é& dvruyos jvia reivas, 
Awveiao 8 émaifas KadXirpeyas tous 
2 / us ? Dee ia > is 
eEddace Tpduv per’ etixviudas ’Axatods, 
dake dé AniziAw, érdpw dilw, dv mepl mdoys 
tal ¢€ 2. or e \ La ” 
tiev dunruxins, ote of dpeoiv dptia 767, 

Ay Mw ~ 3 f 2 4 a > & 
vyvoly em yAaduphow eAauvewev. avrap oy ypws 
il a > A we > eee i 
av inmwv émBas édaB’ yvia ovyaddevra, 

> Lop Z , ¢ 
aivia b€ Tudeténv pébeme xpatepwvuxas tmmous 
? tie ¢ A , 2 EA Aue ~ 
epnpepaws. 6 S¢ Kumpw éemayeto vyret yadK@, | 
fe Ld > La M / Oh / 
yryvdokwv 6 7 dvadkis env Beds, o8d€ Pedwy 
Tawy ai tT avdpadv méAcuov Kata Kowpaveovow, - 
Ad a> fs wv - 3 ré 
or ap ’A@nvain ovre mroAimopfos *Evud. 
> . 7 ia > Cee 4 > a fe 
GAN ore 84 p’ exiyave moAdy Kal’ dutdov omalawv, 
ow > 2 / , i ey 
&v0? enopefdpevos preyabdpov Tuddos vids : 
dkpnv otrace xetpa prerdAuevos o€ei Soupt 
> v. s A i A 2 ie 
aprAnxpyv: «tBap de Sdpu ypods avretopnoev 
9 - A ta a ¢€ LA fe > f 
apBpoctov dia mérAov, dv of Xdpites Kdpov avrat, 
A Lg iy tr > ” e a 
mpupvov Umep Oevapos- pée 8’ duBporov atua Geoio, 
ixwp, olds mép te péer pwakdpeco. Yeotow: 4 
ov yap sirov édovc’, od mivovo’ aifoma oivov, 
218 


THE ILIAD, V. 314-341 


dear son she flung her white arms, and before him 
she spread a fold of her bright garment to be a 
shelter against missiles, lest any of the Danaans with 
swift horses might hurl a spear of bronze into his 


breast and take away his life. "| Bn bre. (Bh 


She then was bearing her dear son forth from out 
the battle ; but the son of Capaneus forgat not the 


commands that Diomedes good at the war-cry laid 472 


upon him. He held his own single-hooved horses 
away from the turmoil, binding the reins taut to 
the chariot rim, but rushed upon the fair-maned 
horses of Aeneas, and drave them forth from the 
Trojans into the host of the well-greaved Achaeans, 
and gave them to Deipylus his dear comrade, whom 
he honoured above all the companions of his youth, 
because he was like-minded with himself; him he 
bade drive them to the hollow ships. Then did the 
warrior mount his own car and take the bright reins, 
and straightway drive his stout-hooved horses in 
eager quest of Tydeus’ son.!_He the while had gone in 
pursuit of Cypris with his pitiless bronze, discerning 
that she was a weakling goddess, and not one of 
those that lord it in the battle of warriors,—no 
Athene she, nor Enyo, sacker of cities. But when 
he had come upon her as he pursued her through 
the great throng, then the son of great-souled 
Tydeus thrust with his sharp spear and leapt upon 
her, and wounded the surface of her delicate hand, 
and forthwith through the ambrosial raiment that 
the Graces themselves had wrought for her the 
spear pierced the flesh upon the wrist above the 
palm: and forth flowed the immortal blood of the 
goddess, the ichor, such as floweth in the blessed 
gods ; for they eat not bread neither drink flaming 
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wine, wherefore they are bloodless, and are called 
immortals. She then with a loud cry let fall her 
son, and Phoebus Apollo took him in his arms and 
saved him in a dark cloud, lest any of the Danaans 
with swift horses might hurl a spear_of bronze into 
his breast and take away his life. | But over her 
shouted aloud Diomedes good at the war-cry: 
“ Keep thee away, daughter of Zeus, from war and 
fighting. Sufficeth it not that thou beguilest weak- 
lng women? But if into battle thou wilt enter, 
verily methinks thou shalt shudder at the name 
thereof, if thou hearest it even from afar.” 

So spake he, and she departed frantic, and was 
sore distressed ; and wind-footed Iris took her and 
led her forth from out the throng, racked with pain, 
and her fair flesh was darkened. Anon she found 
furious Ares abiding on the left of the battle, and 
upon a cloud was his spear leaning, and at hand 
were his swift horses twain. Then she fell upon her 
knees and with instant prayer begged for her dear 
brother’s horses with frontlets of gold: “ Dear 
brother, save me, and give me thy horses, that I 
may get me to Olympus, where is the abode of the 
immortals. For sorely am I pained with a wound 
which a mortal man dealt me, Tydeus’ son, that 
would now fight even with father Zeus.” 

So spake she, and Ares gave her his horses with 
frontlets of gold; and she mounted upon the car, 
her heart distraught, and beside her mounted Iris 
and took the reins in her hand. She touched the 
horses with the lash to start them, and nothing 
loath the pair sped onward. Straightway then they 
came to the abode of the gods, to steep Olympus ; 
and there wind-footed, swift Iris stayed the horses 
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and loosed them from the ear, and cast before FH 4 
them food ambrosial; but fair Aphrodite flung f4~* 
herself upon the knees of her mother Dione. She 2¢e- 
clasped her daughter in her arms, and stroked her 2... 
with her hand and spake to her, saying: ‘‘ Who 
now of the sons of heaven, dear child, hath entreated 
thee thus wantonly, as though thou wert working 
some evil before the face of all?” § Qrone’ flecetho 1 
To her then made answer laughter-loving Aphro- 5+ 
dite: “ Tydeus’ son, Diomedes high of heart, gode 
wounded me, for that I was bearing forth from out 
the war my dear son Aeneas, who is in my eyes far 
the dearest of all men. For no longer is the dread 
battle one between Trojans and Achaeans ; nay, the 
Danaans now fight even with the immortals.” 
To her then made answer Dione, the fair goddess : 
“ Be of good heart, my child, and endure for all thy 
suffering ; for full many of us that have dwellings on 
Olympus have suffered at the hands of men, in bring- 
ing grievous woes one upon the other. So suffered 
Ares, when Otus and mighty Ephialtes, the sons of 
Aloeus, bound him in cruel bonds, and in a brazen 
jar he lay bound for thirteen months; and then 
would Ares, insatiate of war, have perished, had 
not the stepmother of the sons of Aloeus, the 
beauteous Hériboea, brought tidings unto Hermes ; 
and he stole forth Ares, that was now sore distressed, 
for his grievous bonds were overpowering him. So 
suffered Hera, when the mighty son of Amphitryon 
smote her on the right breast with a three-barbed 
arrow ; then upon her too came pain that might in 
no wise be assuaged. And so suffered monstrous 
Hades even as the rest a bitter arrow, when this 
same man, the son of Zeus that beareth the aegis, 
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smote him in Pylos amid the dead, and gave him over 
to pains. But he went to the house of Zeus and to 
high Olympus with grief at heart, pierced through 
with pains; for into his mighty shoulder had the 
shaft been driven, and distressed his soul. But 
Paeeon spread thereon simples that slay pain, and 
healed him ; for verily he was in no wise of mortal 
mould. Rash man, worker of violence, that recked 
not of his evil deeds, seeing that with his arrows 
he vexed the gods that hold Olympus. And upon 
thee has the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, set 
this man—fool that he is; for the heart of Tydeus’ 
son knoweth not this, that verily he endureth not 
for long who fighteth with the immortals, nor do 
his children prattle about his knees when he is come 
back from war and the dread conflict. Wherefore 
now let Tydeus’ son, for all he is so mighty, beware 
lest one better than thou fight against him, lest in 
sooth Aegialeia, the daughter of Adrastus, passing 
wise, wake from sleep with her long lamentings all 
her household, as she wails for her wedded husband, 
the best man of the Achaeans, even she, the stately 
wife of horse-taming Diomedes.” 

She spake, and with both her hands wiped the 
ichor from the arm; the arm was restored, and 
the grievous pains assuaged. But Athene and Hera, 
as they looked upon her, sought to anger Zeus, son of 
Cronos, with mocking words. And among them the 
goddess flashing-eyed Athene was first to speak: 
“ Father Zeus, wilt thou anywise be wroth with me 
for the word that I shall say? Of a surety now 
Cypris has been urging some one of the women of 
Achaea to follow after the Trojans, whom now she 
so wondrously loveth; and while stroking such a 
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one of the fair-robed women of Achaea, she hath 
scratched upon her golden brooch her delicate 
hand.” 

So spake she, but the father of men and gods 
smiled, and calling to him golden Aphrodite, said; 
“Not unto thee, my child, are given works of war ; 
nay, follow thou after the lovely works of marriage, 
and all these things shall be the business of swift 
Ares and Athene.” : 

On this wise spake they one to the other; but 
Diomedes, good at the war-cry, leapt upon Aeneas, 
though well he knew that Apollo himself held forth 
his arms above him; yet had he no awe even of the 
great god, but was still eager to slay Aeneas and 
strip from him his glorious armour. Thrice then he 
leapt upon him, furiously fain to slay him, and thrice 
did Apollo beat back his shining shield. But when 
for the fourth time he rushed upon him like a god, 
then with a terrible ery spake to him Apollo that 
worketh afar: “ Bethink thee, son of Tydeus, and 
give place, neither be thou minded to be like of 
spirit with the gods; seeing in no wise of like sort 
is the race of immortal gods and that of men who 
walk upon the earth.” 

So spake he, and the son of Tydeus gave Gea 
a scant space backward, avoiding the wrath of 
Apollo that smiteth afar. Aeneas then did Apollo 
set apart from the throng in sacred Pergamus 
where was his temple builded. There Leto and 
the archer Artemis healed him in the great sanctuary, 
and glorified him; but Apollo of the silver bow 
fashioned a wraith in the likeness of Aeneas’ self 
and in armour like to his; and over the wraith the 
Trojans and goodly Achaeans smote the bull’s-hide 
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1 The Aaconiov appears to have been (at least originally) 
nothing more than an undressed hide, the hair of which 
fluttered about its edges as a fringe—a human counterpart 
of the fringed, or tasselled, aegis oF Zeus. 
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bucklers about one another’s breasts, the round 
shields and fluttering targets1 Then unto furious 
Ares spake Phoebus Apollo: ‘“‘ Ares, Ares, thou 
bane of mortals, thou blood-stained stormer of walls, 
wilt thou not now enter into the battle and withdraw 
this man therefrom, this son of Tydeus, who now 
would fight even against father Zeus? Cypris first 
hath he wounded in close fight on the hand at the 
wrist, and thereafter rushed he upon mine own self 
like unto a god.” 

So spake he, and himself sate him down upon 
the height of Pergamus, and baneful Ares entered 
amid the Trojans’ ranks and urged them on, in the 
likeness of swift Acamas, leader of the Thracians. 
To Priam’s sons, nurtured of Zeus, he called, 
saying 3)" Ye sons of Priam, the king nurtured of 
Zeus, how long will ye still suffer your host to be 
slain by the Achaeans? Shall it be unti] such time 
as they fight about our well-built gates? Low 
lieth a man whom we honoured even as goodly 
Hector, Aeneas, son of great-hearted Anchises. 
Nay, come, let us save from out the din of conflict 


our noble ace | 

So saying he“aroused the strength and spirit of 
every man. And Sarpedon moreover sternly chid 
goodly Hector, saying: “‘ Hector, where now is the 
strength gone that aforetime thou hadst? Thou 
saidst forsooth that without hosts and allies thou 
wouldst hold the city alone with the aid of thy 
sisters’ husbands and thy brothers; howbeit of 
these can I now neither behold nor mark anyone, 
but they cower as dogs about a lion; and it is we 
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that fight, we that are but allies among you. For 
I that am but an ally am come from very far; afar 
is Lycia by eddying Xanthuswhere I left my dear__| 
wife and infant son, and my great wealth the which > i 
every man that is in lack coveteth. Yet evensourge’ | 
I on the Lycians, and am fain myself to fight my man, 
though here is naught of mine such as the Achaeans 
might bear away or drive; whereas thou standest 
and dost not even urge thy hosts to abide and defend 
their wives. Beware lest thou and they, as if caught 
in the meshes of all-ensnaring flax, become a prey 
and spoil unto your foemen; and they shall anon 
lay waste your well-peopled city. On thee should 
all these cares rest by night and day, and thou 
shouldest beseech the captains of thy far-famed 
allies to hold their ground unflinchingly, and so put 
away from thee strong rebukings.” 

So spake Sarpedon, and his word stung Hector 
to the heart. Forthwith he leapt in his armour from 
his chariot to the ground, and brandishing his two 
sharp spears went everywhere throughout the host, 
urging men to fight, and roused the dread din of 
battle. So they rallied and took their stand with 
their faces towards the Achaeans ; and the Argives 
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the charioteers whecled round. The might of their 
hands they bare straight forward, and about the battle 
furious Ares drew a veil of night to aid the Trojans, 
ranging everywhere; so fulfilled he the behest of 
Phoebus Apollo of the golden sword, who bade him 
rouse the spirit of the ‘Trojans, whenso he saw that 
Pallas Athene was departed; for she it was that 
bare aid to the Danaans. And Apollo himself sent 
Aeneas forth from out the rich sanctuary, and put 
courage in the breast of the shepherd of the host. 
And Aeneas took his place in the midst of his com- 
rades, and these waxed glad as they saw him come 
to join them alive and whole and possessed of valiant 
courage. Howbeit they questioned him not at all, for 
toil of other sort forbade them, even that which he 
of the silver bow was stirring, and Ares the bane of 
mortals, and Discord that rageth without ceasing. 

On the other side the Aiantes twain and Odysseus 
and Diomedes roused the Danaans to fight; yet 
these even of themselves quailed not before the 
Trojans’ violence and their onsets, but stood their 
ground like mists that in still weather the son of 
Cronos setteth on the mountain-tops moveless, what 
time the might of the North Wind sleepeth and of 
the other furious winds that blow with shrill blasts 
and scatter this way and that the shadowy clouds ; 
even so the Danaans withstood the Trojans stead- 
fastly, and fled not. And the son of Atreus ranged 
throughout the throng with many a word of command: 
“My friends, be men, and take to you hearts of 
valour, and have shame each of the other in the 
fierce conflict. Of men that have shame more are 
saved than are slain, but from them that flee cometh 
neither glory nor any avail,” 
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He spake, and hurled his spear swiftly and smote 
a foremost warrior, a comrade of great-souled Aeneas, 
Deicoén, son of Pergasus, whom the Trojans honoured 
even as the sons of Priam, for that he was swift to 
fight amid the foremost. Him did lord Agamemnon 
smite with his spear upon the shield, and this stayed 
not the spear, but clean through it passed the bronze, 
and into the lower belly he drave it through the 
belt; and he fell with a thud, and upon him his 
armour clanged. 

‘Then Aeneas slew two champions of the Danaans, 
the sons of Diocles, Crethon and Orsilochus, whose 
father dwelt in well-built Pherae, a man rich in 
substance, and in lineage was he sprung from the 
river Alpheius that flows in broad stream through the 
land of the Pylians, and that begat Orsilochus to be 
king over many men. And Orsilochus begat great- 
souled Diocles, and of Diocles were born twin sons, 
Crethon and Orsilochus, well skilled in all manner of 
fighting. Now when the twain had reached manhood, 
they followed with the Argives on the black ships to 
Ilios famed for its horses, seeking to win recompense 
for the sons of Atreus, Agamemnon and Menelaus ; 
but their own selves in that land did the doom 
of death enfold. Like them two lions upon the 
mountain tops are reared by their dam in the 
thickets of a deep wood; and the twain snatch 
cattle and goodly sheep and make havoc of the 
farmsteads of men, until themselves are slain by 
the hands of men with the sharp bronze; even in 
such wise were these twain vanquished beneath the 
hands of Aeneas, and fell like tall fir-trees. 

But as they fell Menelaus dear to Ares had pity 
for them, and strode through the foremost fighters, 
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harnessed in flaming bronze and brandishing his 
spear; and Ares roused his might with intent that 
he might be vanquished beneath the hands of Aeneas. 
But Antilochus, son of great-souled Nestor, beheld 
him, and strode through the foremost fighters; for 
greatly did he fear for the shepherd of the host, 
lest aught befall him, and he utterly thwart them of 
their toil. Now the twain were holding forth their 
hands and their sharp spears each against the other, 
fain to do battle, when Antilochus came close beside 
the shepherd of the host. Then Aeneas abode not, 
swift warrior though he was, when he beheld the 
two holding their ground side by side; and they, 
when they had dragged the dead to the host of the 
Achaeans, laid the hapless pair in the arms of their 
comrades, and themselves turned back and fought 
amid the foremost. 

Then the twain slew Pylaemenes, peer of Ares, 
the leader of the great-souled Paphlagonian shield- 
men. Him as he stood still, the son of Atreus, 
spear-famed Menelaus, pierced with his spear, 
smiting him upon the collar-bone ; and Antilochus 
made a cast at Mydon, his squire and charioteer, 
the goodly son of Atymnius, even as he was turning 
the single-hooved horses, and smote him with a stone 
full upon the elbow; and the reins, white with 
ivory, fell from his hands to the ground in the dust. 
Then Antilochus leapt upon him and drave his 
sword into his temple, and gasping he fell forth from 
out the well-built car headlong in the dust on his head 
and shoulders. Long time he stood there—for he 
lighted on deep sand—until his horses kicked him and 
cast him to the ground in the dust ; and them Anti- 
lochus lashed, and drave into the host of the Achaeans. 
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But Hector marked them across the ranks, and 
rushed upon them shouting aloud, and with him 
followed the strong battalions of the Trojans; and 
Ares led them and the queen Enyo, she bringing 
ruthless Din of War,! while Ares wielded in his 
hands a monstrous spear, and ranged now in front 
of Hector and now behind him. 

At sight of him Diomedes, good at the war-cry, 
shuddered; and even as a man in passing over a great 
plain halteth in dismay at a swift-streaming river 
that floweth on to the sea, and seeing it seething 
with foam starteth backward, even so now did the 
son of Tydeus give ground, and he spake to the 
host: “ Friends, look you how we were ever wont 
to marvel at goodly Hector, deeming him a spearman 
and a dauntless warrior ; whereas ever by his side 
is some god that wardeth from him ruin, even as now 
Ares is by his side in the likeness of a mortal man. 
But with faces turned toward the Trojans give ye 
ground ever backwards, neither rage ye to fight 
amain with gods.” 

So spake he, and the Trojans came very close to 
them. Then Hector slew two warriors well skilled 
in fight, Mencsthes and Anchialus, the twain being 
in one car. And as they fell great Telamonian Aias 
had pity of them, and came and stood close at hand, 
and with a cast of his shining spear smote Amphius, 
son of Selagus, that dwelt in Paesus, a man rich in 
substance, rich in corn-land; but fate led him to 
bear aid to Priam and his sons. Him Telamonian 
Aias smote upon the belt, and in the lower belly 


éxovea means ‘bearing in her hands,” rather than “ bring- 
ing in her train,” and that by cvdoyuéds we are to understand 
some symbolic attribute of Enyo. 
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was the far-shadowing spear fixed, and he fell with 
a thud. Then glorious Aias rushed upon him to 
strip him of his armour, and the Trojans rained upon 
him their spears, all sharp and gleaming, and his 
shield caught many thereof. But he planted his 
heel upon the corpse and drew forth the spear of 
bronze, yet could he not prevail likewise to strip 
the rest of the fair armour from his shoulders, for he 
was sore pressed with missiles. Furthermore, he 
feared the strong defence of the lordly Trojans, 
that beset him both many and valiant with spears 
in their hands and, for all he was so tall and mighty 
and lordly, thrust him from them; and he gave 
ground and was made to reel. 

So these toiled in the mighty conflict, but Tlepo- 
lemus, son of Heracles, a valiant man and tall, was 
roused by resistless fate against godlike Sarpedon. 
And when they were come near as they advanced 
one against the other, the son and grandson of Zeus 
the cloud-gatherer, then Tlepolemus was first to 
speak, saying: ‘‘Sarpedon, counsellor of the 
Lycians, why must thou be skulking here, that art 
a man unskilled in battle? They speak but a lie 
that say thou art sprung from Zeus that beareth 
the aegis, seeing thou art inferior far to those 
warriors that were sprung from Zeus in the days of 
men of old. Of other sort, men say, was mighty 
Heracles, my father, staunch in fight, the lion- 
hearted, who on a time came hither by reason of 
the mares of Laomedon with but six ships and a 
scantier host, yet sacked the city of Ilios and made 
waste her streets. But thine is a coward’s heart, 
and thy people are minishing. In no wise methinks 
shall thy coming from Lycia prove a defence to the 
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men of Troy, though thou be never so strong, but 
thou shalt be vanquished by my hand and pass 
the gates of Hades.” 

And to him Sarpedon, captain of the Lycians, 
made answer : “ Tlepolemus, thy sire verily destroyed 
sacred Ilios through the folly of the lordly man, 
Laomedon, who chid with harsh words him that had 
done him good service, and rendered him not the 
mares for the sake of which he had come from afar. 
But for thee, I deem that death and black fate 
shall here be wrought by my hands, and that van- 
quished beneath my spear thou shalt yield glory to 
me, and thy soul to Hades of the goodly steeds.” ° 

So spake Sarpedon, and Tlepolemus lifted on 
high his ashen spear, and the long spears sped from 
the hands of both at one moment. Sarpedon smote 
him full upon the neck, and the grievous point 
passed clean through, and down upon his eyes came 
the darkness of night and enfolded him. And 
Tlepolemus smote Sarpedon upon the left thigh 
with his long spear, and the point sped through 
furiously and grazed the bone; howbeit his father 
as yet warded from him destruction. 

Then his goodly companions bare godlike Sarpedon 
forth from out the fight, and the long spear burdened 
him sore, as it trailed, but no man marked it or 
thought in their haste to draw forth from his thigh 
the spear of ash, that he might stand upon his feet ; 
such toil had they in tending him. 

And on the other side the well-greaved Achaeans 
bare Tlepolemus from out the fight, and goodly 
Odysseus of the enduring soul was ware of it, and 
his spirit waxed furious within him ; and he pondered 
then in heart and soul whether he should pursue 
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further after the son of Zeus that thundereth aloud, 
or should rather take the lives of more Lycians. 
But not for great-hearted Odysseus was it ordained 
to slay with the sharp bronze the valiant son of 
Zeus; wherefore Athene turned his mind toward 
the host of the Lycians. Then slew he Coeranus 
and Alastor and Chromius and Alecandrus and 
Halius and Noémon and Prytanis ; and yet more of 
the Lycians would goodly Odysseus have slain, but 
that great Hector of the flashing helm was quick to 
see, and strode through the foremost fighters 
harnessed in flaming bronze, bringing terror to the 
Danaans. Then glad at his coming was Sarpedon, 
son of Zeus, and spake to him a piteous word : “ Son 
of Priam, suffer me not to lie here a prey to the 
Danaans, but bear me aid; thereafter, if need be, 
let life depart from me in your city, seeing it might 
not be that I should return home to mine own native 
land to make glad my dear wife and infant son.” 

So spake he, yet Hector of the flashing helm 
spake no word in answer, but hastened by, eager 
with all speed to thrust back the Argives and take 
the lives of many. Then his goodly comrades 
made godlike Sarpedon to sit beneath a beautcous 
oak of Zeus that beareth the aegis, and forth from 
his thigh valiant Pelagon, that was his dear comrade, 
thrust the spear of ash; and his spirit failed him, 
and down over his eyes a mist was shed. Howbeit 
he revived, and the breath of the North Wind as it 
blew upon him made him to live again after in 
grievous wise he had breathed forth his spirit. 

But the Argives before the onset of Ares and 
Hector harnessed in bronze neither turned them to 
make for the black ships, nor yet could they hold 
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out in fight, but they ever gave ground backward, 
when they heard that Ares was amid the Trojans. 

Who then was first to be slain and who last by 
Hector, Priam’s son, and brazen Ares? Godlike 
Teuthras, and thereafter Orestes, driver of horses, 
Trechus, spearman of Aetolia, and Oenomaus, and 
Helenus, son of Oenops, and Oresbius with flashing 
taslet, he that dwelt in Hyle on the border of the 
Cephisian mere, having great care of his wealth ; 
and hard by him dwelt other Boeotians having a 
land exceeding rich. 

But when the goddess, white-armed Hera, was 
ware of them as they made havoe of the Argives in 
the fieree conflict, forthwith she spake winged words 
to Athene: “ Out upon it, thou child of Zeus that 
beareth the aegis, unwearied one, verily it was for 
naught that we pledged our word to Menelaus, 
that not until he had sacked well-walled Ilios should 
he get him home, if we are to suffer baneful Ares 
thus to rage. Nay, come, let us twain likewise 
bethink us of furious valour.” 

So spake she, and the goddess, flashing-eyed 
Athene, failed not to hearken. Then Hera, the 
queenly goddess, daughter of great Cronos, went to 
and fro harnessing the horses of golden frontlets, 
and Hebe quickly put to the ear on either side the 
curved wheels of bronze, eight-spoked, about the 
iron axle-tree. -Of these the felloe verily is of gold 
imperishable, and thereover are tires of bronze 
fitted, a marvel to behold; and the naves are of 
silver, revolving on this side and on that; and the 
body is plaited tight with gold and silver thongs, 
and two rims there are that run about it. From the 
body stood forth the pole of silver, and on the end 
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thereof she bound the fair golden yoke, and cast 
thereon the fair golden breast-straps; and Hera 
led beneath the yoke the switt-footed horses, and 
was eager for strife and the war-cry. 

But Athene, daughter of Zeus that beareth the 
aegis, let fall upon her father’s floor her soft robe, 
richly broidered, that herself had wrought and her 
hands had fashioned, and put on her the tunie of 
Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, and arrayed her in armour 
for tearful war. About her shoulders she flung the 
tasselled aegis, fraught with terror, all about which 
Rout is set as a crown, and therein is Strife, therein 
Valour, and therein Onset, that maketh the blood 
run cold, and therein is the head of the dread monster, 
the Gorgon, dread and awful, a portent of Zeus that 
beareth the aegis. And upon her head she set the 
helmet with two hérns and with bosses four, wrought 
of gold, and fitted with the men-at-arms of an hundred 
cities. Then she stepped upon the flaming car and 
grasped her spear, heavy and huge and strong, 
wherewith she vanquisheth the ranks of men—of 
warriors with whom she is wroth, she, the daughter 
of the mighty sire. And Hera swiftly touched the 
horses with the lash, and self-bidden groaned upon 
their hinges the gates of heaven which the Hours had 
in their keeping, to whom are entrusted great 
heaven and Olympus, whether to throw open the 
thick cloud or shut it to. There through the gate 
they drave their horses patient of the goad; and 
they found the son of Cronos as he sat apart from 
the other gods on the topmost peak of many-ridged 
Olympus. Then the goddess, white-armed Hera, 
stayed the horses, and made question of Zeus most 
high, the son of Cronos, and spake to him: “ Father 
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Zeus, hast thou no indignation with Ares for these 
violent deeds, that he hath destroyed so great and 
so goodly a host of the Achaeans recklessly and in 
no seemly wise to my sorrow; while at their ease 
Cypris and Apollo of the silver bow take their joy, 
having set on this madman that regardeth not any 
law? Father Zeus, wilt thou in any wise be wroth 
with me if I smite Ares in sorry fashion and drive 
him out of the battle?” 

Then in answer spake to her Zeus, the cloud- 
gatherer: “Nay, come now, rouse against him 
Athene, driver of the spoil, who has ever been wont 
above others to bring sore pain upon him.” 

So spake he, and the goddess, white-armed Hera, 
failed not to hearken, but touched her: horses with 
the lash ; and nothing loath the pair flew on between 
earth and starry heaven. As far as a man seeth 
with his eyes into the haze of distance as he sitteth 
on a place of outlook and gazeth over the wine-dark 
deep, even so far do the loud-neighing horses of the 
gods spring ata bound. But when they were come to 
the land of Troy and the two flowing rivers, where 
the Simois and Scamander join their streams, there 
the goddess, white-armed Hera, stayed her horses, 
and loosed them from the car, and shed thick mist 
about them; and Simois made ambrosia to spring 
up for them to graze upon. 

Then the goddesses twain went their way with 
steps like those of timorous doves, eager to bring 
aid to the Argive warriors. And when they were 
come where the most and the bravest stood close 
thronging about mighty Diomedes, tamer of horses, 
in semblance like ravening lions or wild boars, whose 
is no weakling strength, there the goddess, white- 
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armed Hera, stood and shouted in the likeness of 
great-hearted Stentor of the brazen voice, whose 
voice is as the voice of fifty other men: “ Fie, ye 
Argives, base things of shame, fair in semblance 
only! So long as goodly Achilles was wont to fare 
into battle, never would the Trojans come forth even 
before the Dardanian gate ; for of his mighty spear 
had they dread ; but now far from the city they are 
fighting at the hollow ships.” 

So saying she roused the strength and spirit of 
. every man. And to the side of Tydeus’ son sprang 
the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene. She found that 
prince beside his horses and ear, cooling the wound 
that Pandarus had dealt him with his arrow. For 
the sweat vexed him beneath the broad baldric of 
his round shield; therewith was he vexed and his 
arm grew weary, so he was lifting up the baldric 
and wiping away the dark blood. Then the goddess 
laid hold of the yoke of his horses, and said : “ Verily 
little like himself was the son that Tydeus begat. 
Tydeus was small in stature, but a warrior. Even 
when I would not suffer him to fight or make a show 
of prowess, what time he came, and no Achaean 
with him, on an embassage to Thebes into the midst 
of the many Cadmeians—I bade him feast in their 
halls in peace—yet he having his valiant soul as of 
old challenged the youths of the Cadmeians and 
vanquished them in everything full easily; so 
present a helper was I to him. But, as for thee, I 
verily stand by thy side and guard thee, and of a 
ready heart I bid thee fight with the Trojans, yet 
either hath weariness born of thy many onsets 
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entered into thy limbs, or haply spiritless terror 
possesseth thee. Then art thou no offspring of 
Tydeus, the wise-hearted son of Oeneus.” 

Then in answer to her spake mighty Diomedes : 
“J know thee, daughter of Zeus that beareth the 
aegis; therefore with a ready heart will I tell thee 
my thought and hide it not. In no wise doth spirit- 
less terror possess me nor any slackness, but I am 
still mindful of thy behest which thou didst lay upon 
me. Thou wouldest not suffer me to fight face to 
face with the other blessed gods, but if Aphrodite 
the daughter of Zeus should enter the battle, her 
thou badest me smite with the sharp bronze. There- 
fore it is that I now give ground myself and have 
given command to all the rest of the Argives to be 
gathered here likewise ; for I discern Ares lording it 
over the battle-field.” ; 

And the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him, saying: ‘“‘ Son of Tydeus, Diomedes, dear to 
my heart, fear thou not Ares for that, neither any 
other of the immortals; so present a helper am [| 
‘to thee. Nay, come, at Ares first drive thou thy 
single-hooved horses, and smite him in close fight, 
neither have thou awe of furious Ares that raveth 
here, a full-wrought bane, a renegade, that but now 
spake with me and Hera, and made as thougli he 
would fight against the Trojans but give aid to the 
Argives ; yet now he consorteth with the Trojans 
and hath forgotten these.” ; 

So saying, with her hand she drew back Sthenelus, 
and thrust him from the ear to earth, and he speedily 
leapt down; and she stepped upon the ear beside 
goodly Diomedes, a goddess eager for battle. 
Loudly did the oaken axle creak beneath its burden, 
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for it bare a dread goddess and a peerless warrior. 
Then Pallas Athene grasped the lash and the reins, 
and against Ares first she speedily drave the single- 
hooved horses. He was stripping of his armour 
huge Periphas that was far the best of the Aetolians, 
the glorious son of Ochesius. Him was blood-stained 
Ares stripping; but Athene put on the cap of 
Hades, to the end sis mighty Ares should not 
see her. 

Now when Ares, ie bane of mortals, was ware 
of goodly Diomedes, he let be huge Periphas to lie 
where he was, even where at the first he had slain 
him and taken away his life, but made straight for 
Diomedes, tamer of horses. And when they were now 
come near as they advanced one against the other, 
Ares first let drive over the yoke and the reins of the 
horses with his spear of bronze, eager to take away 
the other’s life ; but the spear the goddess, flashing- 
eyed Athene, caught i in her hand and thrust above the 
car to fly its way in vain. Next Diomedes, good at 
the war-cry, drave at Ares with his spear of bronze, 
and Pallas Athene sped it mightily against his nether- 
most belly, where he was girded with his taslets. 
There did he thrust and smite him, rending the fair 
flesh, and forth he drew the spear again. Then 
brazen Ares bellowed loud as nine thousand warriors 
or ten thousand cry in battle, when they join in the 
strife of the War-god ; and thereat trembling came 
upon Achaeans alike and Trojans, and fear gat hold 
of them; so mightily bellowed Ares insatiate of 
war. 

Even as a black darkness appeareth from the 
clouds when after heat a blustering wind ariseth, 
even in such wise unto Diomedes, son of ‘fydeus, did 
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brazen Ares appear, as he fared amid the clouds 
unto broad heaven. Speedily he came to the abode 
of the gods, to steep Olympus, and sate him down 
by the side of Zeus, son of Cronos, grieved at heart, 
and shewed the immortal blood flowing from the 
wound, and with wailing spake to him winged words : 
“Father Zeus, hast thou no indignation to behold 
these violent deeds? Ever do we gods continually 
suffer most cruelly by one another’s devices, whenas 
we show favour to men. With thee are we all at 
strife, for thou art father to that mad and baneful 
maid, whose mind is ever set on deeds of lawlessness. 
For all the other gods that are in Olympus are 
obedient unto thee, and subject to thee, each one 
of us; but to her thou payest no heed whether in 
word or in deed, but rather settest her on, for that 
this pestilent maiden is thine own child. Now hath 
she set on the son of Tydeus, Diomedes high of heart, 
to vent his rage upon immortal gods. Cypris: first 
he wounded with a thrust in close fight upon the hand 
at the wrist, and thereafter rushed upon mine own 
self as he had been a god. Howbeit my swift feet 
bare me away ; otherwise had I long suffered woes 
there amid the gruesome heaps of the dead, or else 
had lived strengthless by reason of the smitings of 
the spear.” f 

Then with an angry glance from beneath his 
brows spake to him Zeus, the cloud-gatherer : “ Sit 
thou not in any wise by me and whine, thou renegade. 
Most hateful to me art thou of all gods that hold 
Olympus, for ever is strife dear to thee and wars 
and fightings. Thou hast the unbearable, unyielding 
spirit of thy mother, even of Hera; her can I 
searce control by my words. Wherefore it is by her 
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promptings, mescems, that thou sufferest thus: 
Howbeit I will no longer endure that thou shouldest 
be in pain, for thou art mine offspring, and it was to 
me that thy mother bare thee ; but wert thou born 
of any other god, thus pestilent as thou art, then 
long ere this hadst thou been lower than the sons 
of heaven.” 1 

He spake, and bade Paeéon heal his hurt; and 
Paeéon spread thereon simples that slay pain, and 
healed him; for verily he was in no wise of mortal 
mould. Even as the juice of the fig speedily maketh 
to grow thick the white milk that is liquid, but is 
quickly curdled as a man stirreth it, even so swiftly 
healed he furious Ares. And Hebe bathed him, 
and clad him in beautiful raiment, and he sate him 
down by the side of Zeus, son of Cronos, exulting in 
his glory. 

Then back to the palace of great Zeus fared 
Argive Hera and Alalcomenean Athene, when they 
had made Ares, the bane of mortals, to cease from 
his man-slaying. 
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So was the dread strife of the Trojans and 
Achaeans left to itself, and oft to this side and to 
that surged the battle over the plain, as they aimed 
one at the other their bronze-tipped spears between 
the Simois and the streams of Xanthus. 

Aias, son of Telamon, bulwark of the Achaeans, 
was first to break a battalion of the Trojans, and to 
bring a light of deliverance to his comrades, for he 
smote a man that was chiefest among the Thracians, 
even Ejiissorus’ son Acamas, a valiant man and tall. 
Him he was first to smite upon the horn of his helmet 
with thick crest of horse-hair, and drave the spear 
into his forchead so that the point of bronze pierced 
within the bone ; and darkness enfolded his eyes. 

And Diomedes, good at the war-cry, slew Axylus, 
Teuthras’ son, that dwelt in well-built Arisbe, 
aman rich in substance, that was beloved of all 
men; for he dwelt in a home by the high-road 
and was wont to give entertainment to all. Howbeit 
of all these was there not one on this day to meet 
the foe before his face, and ward from him woeful 
destruction; but Diomedes robbed the twain of 
life, himself and his squire Calesius, that was then 
the driver of his car; so they two passed beneath 
the earth. 

Then Euryalus slew Dresus and Opheltius, and 
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went on after Aesepus and Pedasus, whom on a 
time the fountain-nymph Abarbarea bare to peerless 
Bucolion. Now Bucolion was son of lordly Lao- 
medon, his eldest born, though the mother that 
bare him was unwed; he while shepherding his 
flocks lay with the nymph in love, and she conceived 
and bare twin sons. Of these did the son of 
Mecisteus loose the might and the glorious limbs 
and strip the armour from their shoulders. 

And Polypoetes staunch in fight slew Astyalus, 
and Odysseus with his spear of bronze laid low 
Pidytes of Percote, and Teucer goodly sAretaon. 
And Antilochus, son of Nestor, slew Ablerus with his 
bright spear, and the king of men, Agamemnon, 
slew Elatus that dwelt in steep Pedasus by the banks 
of fair-flowing Satnioeis. And the warrior Leitus 
slew Phylacus, as he fled before him ; and Eurypylus 
laid Melanthius low. 

But Adrastus did Menelaus, good at the war- 
cry, take alive ; for his two horses, coursing in terror 
over the plain, became entangled in a tamarisk 
bough, and breaking the curved car at the end of 
the pole, themselves went on toward the city whither 
the rest were fleeing in rout ; but their master rolled 
from out the car beside the wheel headlong in the 
dust upon his face. And to his side came Menelaus, 
son of Atreus, bearing his far-shadowing spear. 
Then Adrastus clasped. him by the knees and be- 
sought him: ‘‘ Take me alive, thou son of Atreus, 
and accept a worthy ransom; treasures full many 
lie stored in the palace of my wealthy father, bronze 
and gold and iron wrought with toil; thereof would 
my father grant thee ransom past counting, should 
he hear that I am alive at the ships of the Achaeans.” 
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So spake he, and sought to persuade the other's 
heart in his breast, and lo, Menelaus was about to 
give him to his squire to lead to the swift ships of 
the Achaeans, but Agamemnon came running to 
meet him, and spake a word of reproof, saying : 
“ Soft-hearted Menelaus, why carest thou thus for 
the men? Hath then so great kindness been done 
thee in thy house by Trojans? Of them let not 
one escape sheer destruction and the might of our 
hands, nay, not the man-child whom his mother 
bears in her womb; let not even him eseape, but 
let all perish together out of Ilios, unmourned 
and unmarked.” 

So spake the warrior, and turned his brother’s 
mind, for he counselled aright; so Menelaus with 
his hand thrust from him the warrior Adrastus, and 
lord Agamemnon smote him on the flank, and he 
fell backward; and the son of Atreus planted his 
heel on his chest, and drew forth the ashen spear. 

Then Nestor shouted aloud, and‘called to the 
Argives: ‘‘ My friends, Danaan warriors, squires 
of Ares, let no man now abide behind in eager desire 
for spoil, that he may come to the ships bearing the 
greatest store ; nay, let us slay the men; thereafter 
in peace shail ye strip the armour from the corpses 
that lie dead over the plain.” 

So saying he aroused the strength and spirit of 
every man. Then would the Trojans have been 
driven again by the Achaeans dear to Ares up to 
Tlios, vanquished in their weakness, had not the son 
of Priam, Helenus, far the best of augurs, eome up 
to Aeneas and Hector, and said to them: “ Aeneas 
and Heetor, seeing that upon you above all others 
rests the war-toil of Trojans and Lycians, for that 
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in every undertaking ye are the best both in war 
and in counsel, hold ye your ground, and go ye 
this way and that throughout the host and keep 
them back before the gates, or ever in flight they 
fling themselves in their women’s arms, and be made 
a joy to their foemen. But when ye have aroused 
all our battalions, we verily will abide here and 
fight against the Danaans, sore wearied though we 
be, for necessity weighs hard upon us; but do 
thou, Hector, go thy way to the city and speak 
there to her that is thy mother and mine ; let her 
gather the aged wives to the temple of flashing-eyed 
Athene in the citadel, and when she has opened with 
the key the doors of the holy house, the robe that 
seemeth to her the fairest and amplest in her hall, 
and that is far dearest to her own self, this let her 
lay upon the knees of fair-haired Athene, and vow 
to her that she will sacrifice in her temple twelve 
sleek heifers that have not felt the goad, if she 
will have compassion on the city and the Trojan’s 
wives and their little children; in hope she may 
hold back from sacred Ilios the son of Tydeus, that 
savage spearman, a mighty deviser of rout, who 
has verily, meseems, proved himself the mightiest 
of the Achaeans. Not even Achilles did we ever 
fear on this wise, that leader of men, who, they say, 
is born of a goddess; nay, this man rageth beyond 
all measure, and no one can vie with him in might.” 
So spake he, and Hector was in no wise disobedient 
unto his brother’s word. Forthwith he leapt in his 
armour from his chariot to the ground, and brandish- 
ing his two sharp spears went everywhere throughout 
the host, urging them to fight; and he roused the 
dread din of battle. So they rallied, and took their 


269 


HOMER 


e 3 a 4 \ > é ” ? A 
of & ercAixOnoav Kai evayrion €orav “Ayardy. 
2A a 8 € ce Aq | ‘ 

pyctot & vmexwpyoav, AREav be ddvoto, 
dav S¢ tw” ddavdtwr é& ovpavod dorepdevtos 
Tpwow drcEjoovra KareAeuev, ws eAcArybev. 
"Extwp 5¢€ Tpwecow éxéxAero paxpov aioas’ | 
‘ nn € Ld , é) > - 

Tpdes brrépPupror tyAeKAevToi 7 emixoupor, 

Apap uv ir , 6 oe 0 ‘A 8 iA a1 
dvépes ore, pidor, pvjoaobe dé Dodpidos aGAkfjs, 
” te) 3 4 / 5 OF OL ie 
odp dv éyw Byw mpoti “IXvov, nde yépovow 
elmw BovreuTjor Kal yerépns aAdyouce 
daipoow dpjoacba, drooxeoOa 8 éxatdopBas.” |} 

*¢) ” , > / , yt "E 

Ss apa puvycas dareBy xopubaio os “Exrwp: 

ddl bé pay odupa TUnTE Kal adyéva Sepia KeAawov, 
avrvé 7 mupdrn Oéev domidos oppadocoons. 

TAaixos & ‘InmoAdxovo mais Kat Tvdeos vids 
és péoov dudotrépwr ovvirny peua@re pdyeoOar. | 
¢t > a A ‘ > fan F > ns tg 
ot ) ore oy) oxedov Hoav em aM Aovow LovTE, 
Tov | MpOrepos mpooéetre Bony dyalos Aropndns: 
a tis dé ou éoot, pépiote, Katabyntay avOparwy ; 
ov pev yap ToT Omwra paxyn eVt Kvdiavelpy 
70 mplv" drop pev viv ye TOS mpoBeBykas 4 aTravTwy | 
o@ Oapoer, 6 7 epov Sodixdaxiov € éyxos peas. 
Svorive S€ te matdes cue pever AVTLOWOLY. Se 
et bé Ths abavdtwv ye Kar’ odpavod cidjAovbas, 
ovK dy eywye Geotow eroupavioust Haxotpny. 
ove yop § ovbe Apvavros vids, Kparepos Avkéepyos, | 
Say qv, Os pa Oeotow erovpavioow épilev- 
6s ToTE pa.tvojevolo Aucoriooto TeOivas 
cede kat jydbeov Nuojiov ai 0 apa maoat 


1 gihor.. . adxfis: Bool kal dutverov Aoret AbBnv Zeno- 
dotus. - 





8 ‘The huge Mycenean shield was swung behind the 
warrior’s back when he turned from the foe. Cf. xi. 545. 
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stand with their faces toward the Achaeans, and the 
Argives gave ground and ceased from slaying; and 
they deemed that one of the immortals had come 
down from starry heaven to bear aid to the Trojans, 
that they rallied thus. And Hector shouted aloud 
and called to the Trojans: “ Ye Trojans, high of 
heart, and far-famed allies, be men, my friends, and 
bethink you of furious valour, the while I go to 
Ilios and bid the elders that give counsel, and our 
wives to make prayer to the gods, and promise 
them hecatombs.”’ 

So saying, Hector of the flashing helm departed, 
and the black hide at cither end smote against his 
ankles and his neck,! even the rim that ran about 
the outermost edge of his bossed shield. 

But Glaucus, son of Hippolochus, and the son 
of Tydeus came together in the space between the 
two hosts, eager to do battle. And when the twain 
were now come near as they advanced one against 
the other, Diomedes, good at the war-cry, was 
first to speak, saying : “ Who art thou, mighty one, 
among mortal men? For never have I seen thee in 
battle where men win glory until this day, but now 
hast thou come forth far in advance of all in thy 
hardihood, in that thou abidest my far-shadowing 
spear. Unhappy are they whose children face my 
might. But and if thou art one of the immortals 
come down from heaven, then will I not fight with 
the heavenly gods. Nay, for even the son of Dryas, 
mighty Lycurgus, lived not long, seeing that he 
strove with heavenly gods—he that on a time 
drave down over the sacred mount of Nysa the 
nursing mothers of mad Dionysus; and they all 
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1 ho8nbeis: xokwdels Zenodotus, 
2 on: py Aristophanes. 


1 The word melpara plainly means “ropes” er “ rope- 
ends” in Odyssey xii. 51, 162, 179, otherwise the analogy of 
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let fall to the ground their wands, smitten with an 
ox-goad by man-slaying Lycurgus. But Dionysus 
fled, and plunged beneath the wave of the sea, 
and Thetis received him in her bosom, filled with 
dread, for mighty terror gat hold of him at the man’s 
threatenings. Then against Lycurgus did the gods 
that live at ease wax wroth, and the son of Cronos 
made him blind; and he lived not for long, seeing 
that he was hated of all the immortal gods. So 
would not I be minded to fight against the blessed 
gods. But if thou art of men, who eat the fruit of 
the field, draw nigh, that thou mayest the sooner 
enter the toils of destruction.” 1 

Then spake to him the glorious son of Hippo- 
lochus: ‘ Great-souled son of Tydeus, wherefore 
inquirest thou of my lineage? Even as are the 
generations of leaves, such are those also of men. 
As for the leaves, the wind scattereth some upon 
the earth, but the forest, as it bourgeons, putteth 
forth others when the season of spring is come ; 
even so of men one generation springeth up and 
another passeth away. Howbeit, if thou wilt, hear 
this also, that thou mayest know well my lineage; 
and many there be that know it. There is a city 
Eiphyre in the heart of Argos, pasture-land of horses, 
and there dwelt Sisyphus that was craftiest of men, 
Sisyphus, son of Aeolus ; and he begat a son Glaueus ; 
and Glaucus begat peerless Bellerophon. To him 
the gods granted beauty and lovely manliness ; but 
Proetus in his heart devised against him evil, and 
drave him, seeing he was mightier far, from the 


téhos Bavdrov might suggest the rendering “destruction unto 
the uttermost.” The translation given above is furthermore 
supported by vii. 402, and xii. 79. 
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1 This is the only passage in Homer which suggests 
knowledge of the art of writing. 
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land of the Argives; for Zeus had made them 
subject to his sceptre. Now the wife of Proetus, 
fair Anteia, lusted madly for Bellerophon, to lie 
with him in secret love, but could in no wise prevail 
upon wise-hearted Bellerophon, for that his heart 
was upright. So she made a tale of lies, and spake 
to king Proetus: ‘Either die thyself, Proetus, 
or slay Bellerophon, seeing he was minded to lie 
with me in love against my will.’ So she spake, 
and wrath gat hold upon the king to hear that word. 
To slay him he forbare, for his soul had awe of 
that; but he sent him to Lycia, and gave him 
baneful tokens, graving in a folded tablet many 
signs and deadly,! and bade him show these to his 
own wife’s father, that he might be slain. So he 
went his way to Lycia under the blameless escort 
of the gods. And when he was come to Lycia and 
the stream of Xanthus, then with a ready heart 
did the king of wide Lycia do him honour: for 
nine days’ space he shewed him entertainment, and 
slew nine oxen. Howbeit when the tenth rosy- 
fingered Dawn appeared, then at length he ques- 
tioned him and asked to see whatever token he bare 
from his daughter’s husband, Proetus. But when 
he had received from him the evil token of his 
daughter’s husband, first he bade him slay the 
raging Chimaera. She was of divine stock, not of 
men, in the fore part a lion, in the hinder a serpent, 
and in the midst a goat, breathing forth in terrible 
wise the might of blazing fire. And Bellerophon 
slew her, trusting in the signs of the gods. Next 
fought he with the glorious Solymi, and this, said 
he, was the mightest battle of warriors that ever 
he entered; and thirdly he slew the Amazons, 
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women the peers of men. And against him, as he 
journeyed back therefrom, the king wove another 
cunning wile; he chose out of wide Lycia the 
bravest men and set an ambush ; but these returned 
not home in any wise, for peerless Bellerophon slew 
them one and all. But when the king now knew 
that he was the valiant offspring of a god, he kept 
him there, and offered him his own daughter, and 
gave to him the half of all his kingly honour ;_ more- 
over the. Lycians meted out for him a demesne 
pre-eminent above all, a fair tract of orchard and 
of plough-land, to possses it. And the lady bare to 
wise-hearted Bellerophon three children, Isander and 
Hippolochus and Laodameia. With Laodameia lay 
Zeus the counsellor, and she bare godlike Sarpedon, 
the warrior harnessed in bronze. But when even 
Bellerophon came to be hated of all the gods, then 
verily he wandered alone over the Aleian plain, 
devouring his own soul, and shunning the paths of 
men; and Isander his son was slain by Ares, 
insatiate of battle, as he fought against the glorious 
Solymi; and his daughter was slain in wrath by 
Artemis of the golden reins. But Hippolochus begat 
me and of him do I declare that I am sprung; 
and he sent me to Troy and straitly charged me 
ever to be bravest and pre-eminent above all, 
and not bring shame upon the race of my fathers, 
that were far the noblest in Ephyre and in wide 
Lycia. This is the lineage and the blood whereof I 
avow me sprung.” 

So spake he, and Diomedes, good at the war- 
ery, waxed glad. He planted his spear in the 
bounteous earth, and with gentle words spake to 
the shepherd of the host: “ Verily now art thou a 
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friend of my father’s house from of old: for goodly 
Oeneus on a time entertained peerless Bellerophon 
in his halls, and kept him twenty days; and more- 
over they gave one to the other fair gifts of friend- 
ship. Oeneus gave a belt bright with scarlet, and 
Bellerophon a double cup of gold which I left in 
my palace as I came hither. But Tydeus I remember 
not, seeing I was but a little child when he left, 
what time the host of the Achaeans perished at 
Thebes. Therefore now am I a dear guest-friend 
to thee in the midst of Argos, and thou to me in 
Lycia, whenso I journey to the land of that. folk. 
So let us shun one another’s spears even amid the 
throng ; full many there be for me to slay, both 
Trojans and famed allies, whomsoever a god shall 
grant me and my feet overtake ; and many Achaeans 
again for thee to slay whomsoever thou canst. And 
let us make exchange of armour, each with the 
other, that these men too may know that we declare 
ourselves to be friends from our fathers’ days.” 

When they had thus spoken, the twain leapt 
down from their chariots and clasped each other’s 
hands and pledged their faith. And then from 
Glaucus did Zeus, son of Cronos, take away his 
wits, seeing he made exchange of armour with 
Diomedes, son of Tydeus, giving golden for bronze, 
the worth of an hundred oxen for the worth of nine. 

But when Hector was come to the Scaean gate 
and the oak-tree, round about him came running 
the wives and daughters of the Trojans asking of 
their sons and brethren and friends and husbands. 
But he thereupon bade them make prayer to the 
gods, all of them in turn; yet over many were 
sorrows hung, 
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But when he was now come to the beauteous 
palace of Priam, adorned with polished colonnades 
—and in it were fifty chambers of polished stone, 
built each hard by the other; therein the sons of 
Priam were wont to sleep beside their wedded 
wives ; and for his daughters over against them on 
the opposite side within the court were twelve 
roofed chambers of polished stone, built each hard 
by the other; therein slept Priam’s sons-in-law 
beside their chaste wives—there his bounteous 
mother came to meet him, leading in Laodice, 
fairest of her daughters to look upon; and she 
clasped him by the hand and spake and addressed 
him: “ My child, why hast thou left the fierce 
battle and come hither? Of a surety the sons of 
the Achaeans, of evil name, are pressing sore upon 
thee as they fight about our city, and thy heart 
hath bid thee come hitherward and lift up thy hands 
to Zeus from the citadel. But stay till I have 
brought thee honey-sweet wine that thou mayest 
pour libation to Zeus and the other immortals first, 
and then shalt thou thyself have profit thereof, if 
so be thou wilt drink. When a man is spent with 
toil wine greatly maketh his strength to wax, even 
as thou art spent with defending thy fellows.” 

Then in answer to her spake great Hector of the 
flashing helm: ‘ Bring me no honey-hearted wine, 
honoured mother, lest thou cripple me, and I be 
forgetful of my might and my valour; moreover 
with hands unwashen I have awe to pour libation 
of flaming wine to Zeus ; nor may it in any wise be 
that a man should make prayer to the son of Cronos, 
lord of the dark clouds, all befouled with blood and 
filth. Nay, do thou go to the temple of Athene, 
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driver of the spoil, with burnt-offerings, when thou 
hast gathered together the aged wives ; and the 
robe that seemeth to thee the fairest and amplest 
in thy hall, and that is dearest far to thine own 
self, this do thou lay upon the knees of fair-haired 
Athene and vow to her that thou wilt sacrifice in 
her temple twelve sleek heifers that have not felt 
the goad, if she will take pity on Troy and the Trojans’ 
wives and their little children; in hope she may 
hold back the son of Tydeus from sacred [lios, that 
savage spearman, a mighty deviser of rout. So go 
thou to the temple of Athene, driver of the spoil ; 
and I will go after Paris, to summon him, if haply 
he will hearken to my bidding. Would that the 
earth might straightway gape for him ! for in grievous 
wise hath the Olympian reared him as a bane to 
the Trojans and to great-hearted Priam, and the 
sons of Priam. If I but saw him going down to the 
house of Hades, then might I deem that my heart 
had forgotten its woe.” 

So spake he, and she went to the hall and called 
to her handmaidens; and they gathered together 
the aged wives throughout the city. But the 
queen herself went down to the vaulted treasure- 
chamber wherein were her robes, richly broidered, 
the handiwork of Sidonian women, whom godlike 
Alexander had himself brought from Sidon, as he 
sailed over the wide sea on that journey on the 
which he brought back high-born Helen. Of these 
Hecabe took one, and bare it as an offering for 
Athene, the one that was fairest in its broiderings 
and amplest, and shone like a star, and lay under- 
most of all. Then she went her way, and the throng 
of aged wives hastened after her. 
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1 Line 311 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
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Now when they were come to the temple of 
Athene in the citadel, the doors were opened for 
them by fair-cheeked Theano, daughter of Cisseus, 
the wife of Antenor, tamer of horses; for her had 
the Trojans made priestess of Athene. Then with 
sacred cries they all lifted up their hands to Athene ; 
and fair-cheeked Theano took the robe and laid it 
upon the knees of fair-haired Athene, and with 
vows made prayer to the daughter of great Zeus: 
“Lady Athene, that dost guard our city, fairest 
among goddesses, break now the spear of Diomedes, 
and grant furthermore that himself may fall headlong 
before the Scaean gates; to the end that we may 
now forthwith sacrifice to thee in thy temple twelve 
sleek heifers that have not felt the goad, if thou 
wilt take pity on Troy and the Trojans’ wives and 
their little children.” So spake she praying, but 
Pallas Athene denied the prayer. 

Thus were these praying to the daughter of 
great Zeus, but Hector went his way to the palace 
of Alexander, the fair palace that himself had 
builded with the men that were in that day the 
best builders in deep-soiled Troy ; these had made 
him a chamber and hall and court hard by the 
palaces of Priam and Hector in the citadel. There 
entered in Hector, dear to Zeus, and in his hand 
he held a spear of eleven cubits, and before him 
blazed the spear-point of bronze, around which 
ran a ring of gold. He found Paris in his chamber 
busied with his beauteous arms, his shield and his 
corselet, and handling his curved bow ; and Argive 
Helen sat amid her serving-women and appointed 
to them their glorious handiwork. And at sight of 
him Hector rebuked him with words of shame: 
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1 The original text must have had xaxounxdvoo xpvoécons. 
as éxpvodcons is meaningless. The corruption was due to 
unfamiliarity with the genitive ending -oo, 
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“ Strange man, thou dost not well to nurse this 
anger in thy heart. Thy people are perishing 
about the town and the steep wall in battle, and it 
is because of thee that the battle-cry and the war 
are ablaze about this city; thou wouldest thyself 
vent wrath on any other, whomso thou shouldest 
haply see shrinking from hateful war. Nay, then, 
rouse thee, lest soon the city blaze with consuming 
fire.” 

And to him did godlike Alexander make answer, 
saying: “ Hector, seeing that thou dost chide me 
duly, and not beyond what is due, therefore will I 
tell thee; and do thou take thought and hearken 
unto me. Not so much by reason of wrath and 
indignation against the Trojans sat I in my chamber, 
but I was minded to yield myself to sorrow. Even 
now my wife sought to turn my mind with gentle 
words and urged me to the war: and I, mine own 
self, deem that it will be better so; victory shifteth 
from man to man. But come now, tarry a while, 
let me don my harness of war; or go thy way, and 
I will follow ; and methinks I shall overtake thee.” 

So said he, and Hector of the flashing helm 
answered him not a word, but unto him spake Helen 
with gentle words: “ O Brother of me-that_ am a 
dog, a contriver—of_mischief-and-abhorred of all, I 
would that’ on the day when first my mother gave me 
birth an evil storm-wind had borne me away to some 
mountain or to the wave of the loud-resounding sea, 
where the wave might have swept me away or ever 
these things came to pass. Howbcit, seeing the 
gods thus ordained these ills, would that I had been 
wife to a better man, that could feel the indignation 
of his fellows and their many revilings. But this 
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1 drys: dpxijs Zenodotus (cf. iii. 100). 
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man’s understanding is not now stable, nor ever will 
be hereafter ; thereof I deem that he will e’en reap 
the fruit. But come now, enter in, and sit thee 
upon this chair, my brother, since above all others 
has trouble encompassed thy heart because of shame- 
less me, and the folly of Alexander ; on whom Zeus 
hath brought an evil doom, that even in days to come 
we may be a song for men that are yet to be.” 

Then made answer to her great Hector of the 
flashing helm: ‘‘ Bid me not sit, Helen, for all thou 
lovest me ; thou wilt not persuade me. Even now 
my heart is impatient to bear aid to the Trojans 
that sorely long for me that am not with them. 
Nay, but rouse thou this man, and let him of himself 
make haste, that he may overtake me while yet 
I am within the city. For I shall go to my home, 
that I may behold my housefolk, my dear wife, and 
my infant son; for I know not if any more I shall 
return home to them again, or if even now the gods 
will slay me beneath the hands of the Achaeans.” 

So saying, Hector of the flashing helm departed, 
and came speedily to his well-built house. But 
he found not white-armed Andromache in his halls ; 
she with her child and a fair-robed handmaiden had 
taken her stand upon the wall, weeping and wailing. 
So Hector when he found not his peerless wife within, 
went and stood upon the threshold, and spake amid 
the serving-women : “ Come now, ye serving-women, 
tell me true; whither went white-armed Andro- 
mache from the hall? Is she gone to the house 
of any of my sisters or my brothers’ fair-robed 
wives, or to the temple of Athene, where the other 
fair-tressed women of Troy are seeking to propitiate 
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1 The name Astiee oceurs again in Homer only in 
xxii. 500 and 506. The connexion with the name Hector is 
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Then a busy house-dame spake to him, saying: 
“ Hector, seeing thou straitly biddest us tell thee 
true, neither is she gone to any of thy sisters or thy 
brothers’ fair-robed wives, nor yet to the temple 
of Athene, where the other fair-tressed Trojan 
women are seeking to propitiate the dread goddess ; 
but she went to the great wall of Dios, for that 
she heard the Trojans were sorely pressed, and great 
victory rested with the Achaeans. So is she gone 
in haste to the wall, like one beside herself; and 
with her the nurse beareth the child.” 

So spake the house-dame, and Hector hasted 
from the house back over the same way along the 
well-built streets. When now he was come to the 
gate, as he passed through the great city, the Scaean 
gate, whereby he was minded to go forth to the 
plain, there came running to meet him his bounteous 
wife, Andromache, daughter of great-hearted Eétion, 
Eétion that dwelt beneath wooded Placus, in Thebe 
under Placus, and was lord over the men of Cilicia ; 
for it was his daughter that bronze-harnessed 
Hector had to wife. She now met him, and with 
her came a handmaid bearing in her bosom the 
tender boy, a mere babe, the well-loved son of. 
Hector, like to a fair star. Him Hector was wont 
to call Scamandrius, but other men Astyanax ; for 
only Hector guarded IJlios.1 Then Hector smiled, 
as he glanced at his boy in silence, but Andromache 
came close to his side weeping, and clasped his 
hand and spake to him, saying: ‘“‘ Ah, my husband, 
this prowess of thine will be thy doom, neither hast 


plain in this passage (Plato, Cratyl. 393 a 6 yap dvakt kal 6 
Exrwp cxeddv te Tabrov onualver), although Hector was dvat of 
Troy only in the sense of being its guardian or defender. 
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thou any pity for thine infant child nor for hapless 
me that soon shall be thy widow; for soon will the 
Achaeans all set upon thee and slay thee. But for 
me it were better to go down to the grave if I lose 
thee, for nevermore shall any comfort be mine, 
when thou hast met thy fate, but only woes. Neither 
father have I nor queenly mother. My father 
verily goodly Achilles slew, for utterly laid he 
waste the well-peopled city of the Cilicians, even 
Thebe of lofty gates. He slew Hétion, yet he 
despoiled him not, for his soul had awe of that; 
but he burnt him in his armour, richly dight, and 
heaped over him a barrow; and all about were 
elm-trees planted by nymphs of the mountain, 
daughters of Zeus that beareth the aegis. And 
the seven brothers that were mine in our halls, all 
these on the selfsame day entered into the house 
of Hades, for all were slain of swift-footed, goodly 
Achilles, amid their kine of shambling gait and 
their white-fleeced sheep. And my mother, that 
was queen beneath wooded Placus, her brought he 
hither with the rest of the spoil, but thereafter set 
her free, when he had taken ransom past counting ; 
and in her father’s halls Artemis the archer slew 
her. Nay, Hector, thou art to me father and 
queenly mother, thou art brother, and thou art my 
stalwart husband. Come now, have pity, and remain 
here on the wall, lest thou make thy child an orphan 
and thy wife a widow. And for thy host, stay it 
by the wild fig-tree, where the city may best be 
sealed, and the wall is open to assault. For thrice 
at this point came the most valiant in company 
with the twain Aiantes and glorious Idomeneus and 
the sons of Atreus and the valiant son of Tydeus, 


293 


HOMER 


, 


mv 
q mov tls opy evio7re Beompomic eo eibds, 
H vu Kat adra@v Gupds error puver Kai aveye..” 
Tiv 8 atte ampoodeme péyas Kopvlatodos 
"Exton: ch, 
tt ae A ? A v4 éf la f > A ix’ 
H Kal euol 7dde mdvTa péAer, yuvat: aAdd pa. 
aivas 
aiddéouat Tpdas kat Tpwadas éAxeowrémdous, 

wy ‘ a rd 3 ta / 
ai Ke Kaos Os voodw dAvoxdlw modduoto- 

2 i A ot > % a uv > A 
ovd€ pe Ouuos divwyev, émel udBov eupevar eaOdds 
aieL Kat mpwTow peta Tpweoor paxeobar, 4: 
dpvipevos Tatpés Te péya KAdos 4S epov adrod. 

> i > A , b hs re x * , 
eb yap e€yw Tbe ofda Kata Ppeva Kal Kata Pupor- 
mw Tt tee? ca > 2 re wy Sagh 
€ooeTar Muap oT av. mor oAwAn “IAcos ipy 

A fa A \ Dor f f 
kat IIpiapos cat Aads etiupediw W[pedporo. 

> > Ea vA / f ” > t 
GAN’ ot por Tpwdwv téccov péder GAyos omicow, 4! 

> > ~ et La Ld re we 
ovr’ atris “Exdfns ovre Ipidjoto dvaxros 
oUTE KaoLyVrjTwY, ot Kev modes TE Kal éaOAoi 
€v Kovinot méaoey bm’ dvdpdor Svapeveecow, 
Gacov oct, Ore kev Tis “Ayarcdy XaAKoxeresveny 
Saxpudeccay dynrou, éAevBepov jpop droupas. 4 
Kat kev ev “Apyet eoica mpos dMys é iorov bdaivors, 
Kai Kev vowp dopéors Meconidos 7 of] ‘Yepetns 
TOW dexalojevn, Kpatepy 3° émuxeloeT” dvdynn. 
kal MOTE TLS elmjow Bev Kata SaKkpu xéovoay" 

““Exropos 40€ yor"), 6s dptoreveoke pdyecdar 4 
Tpaeov innoddpwv, 6 éte “IXov dppepdxovro.’ 
ds MOoTe Tis epéer: gol 8° at véov éooerar adAyos 
xiTei_rowodd’ dvdpos dptvery SotAvov Fuap. 

dd be reOara xuTy Kara yata Kadvrrot, 
mptv yé tL aHS Te Bots cot W éAxnOpote mubécbar.” 4¢ 


294 


THE ILIAD, VI. 438-465 


and made essay to enter: whether it be that one 
well-skilled in soothsaying told them, or haply their 
own spirit urgeth and biddeth them thereto.” é 

Then spake to her great Hector of the flashing 
helm: “ Woman, I too take thought of all this, 
but wondrously have I shame of the Trojans, and 
the Trojans’ wives, with trailing robes, if like a 
coward [I skulk apart from the battle. Nor doth 
mine own heart suffer it, seeing I have learnt to be 
valiant always and to fight amid the foremost 
Trojans, striving to win my father’s great glory 
and mine own. For of a surety know I this in heart 
and soul: the day shall come when sacred Ilios 
shall be laid low, and Priam, and the people of 
Priam with goodly spear of ash. Yet not so much 
doth the grief of the Trojans that shall be in the 
aftertime move me, neither Hecabe’s own, nor king 
Priam’s, nor my brethren’s, many and brave, who 
then shall fall in the dust beneath the hands of 
their foemen, as doth thy grief, when some brazen- 
coated Achaean shall lead thee away weeping and 
rob thee of thy day of freedom. Then haply in 
Argos shalt thou ply the’ loom at another’s bidding, 
or bear water from Messeis or Hypereia, sorely 
against thy will, and strong necessity shall be laid 
upon thee. And some man shall say as he beholdeth 
thee weeping: ‘ Lo, the wife of Hector, that was 
pre-eminent in war above all the horse-taming 
Trojans, in the day when men fought about Ilios.’ So 
shall one say ; and to thee shall eome fresh grief in 
thy lack of a man like me to ward off the day of 
bondage. But let me be dead, and let the heaped- 
up earth cover me, ere I hear thy cries as they hale 
thee into captivity.” 
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So saying, glorious Hector stretched out his arms 
to his boy, but back into-the bosom of his fair- 
girdled nurse shrank the child erying, affrighted at 
the aspect of his dear father, and seized with dread 
of the bronze and the crest of horse-hair, as he 
marked it waving dreadfully from the topmost helm. 
Aloud then laughed his dear father and queenly 
mother; and forthwith glorious Hector took the 
helm from his head and laid it all-gleaming upon 
the ground. But he kissed his dear son, and 
fondled him in his arms, and spake in prayer to 
Zeus and the other gods : “‘ Zeus and ye other gods, 
grant that this my child may likewise prove, even 
as I, pre-eminent amid the Trojans, and as valiant 
in might, and that he rule mightily over Ilios. And 
some day may some man say of him as he cometh 
back from war, ‘ He is better far than his father’ ; 
and may he bear the blood-stained spoils of the 
foeman he hath slain, and may his mother’s heart 
wax glad.” 

So saying, he laid his child in his dear wife’s 
arms, and she took him to her fragrant bosom, 
smiling through her tears; and her husband was 
touched with pity at sight of her, and he stroked her 
with his hand, and spake to her, saying: ‘‘ Dear 
wife, in no wise, I pray thee, grieve overmuch at 
heart ; no man beyond my fate shall send me forth 
to Hades; only his doom, methinks, no man hath 
ever escaped, be he coward or valiant, when once 
he hath been born. Nay, go thou to the house 
and busy thyself with thine own tasks, the loom 
and the distaff, and bid thy handmaids ply their 
work : but war shall be for men, for all, but most of 
all for me, of them that dwell in Tlios.”’ 
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So spake glorious Hector and took up his helm 
with horse-hair crest; and his dear wife went 
forthwith to her house, oft turning back, and shedding 
big tears. Presently she came to the well-built 
palace of man-slaying Hector and found therein 
her many handmaidens; and among them all she 
roused lamentation. So in his own house they 
made lament for Hector while yet he lived ; for they 
deemed that he should never more come back from 
battle, escaped from the might and the hands of the 
Achaeans. 

Nor did Paris tarry long in his lofty house, but 
did on his glorious armour, dight with bronze, and 
hastened through the city, trusting in his fleetness 
of foot. Even as when a stalled horse that has 
fed his fill at the manger breaketh his halter and 
runneth stamping over the plain—being wont to 
bathe him in the fair-flowing river—and exulteth ; 
on high doth he hold his head, and about his shoulders 
his mane floateth streaming, and as he glorieth in 
his “splendour, his knees nimbly bear him to the 
haunts and pastures of mares; even so Paris, son 
of Priam, strode down from high Pergamus, all 
gleaming in his armour like the shining sun, laughing 
for glee, and his swift feet bare him on. Speedily 
then he overtook goodly Hector, his brother, even 
as he was about to turn back from the place where» 
he had dallied with his wife. Then godlike Alexander 
was first to speak to him, saying: “ My brother, 
full surely I delay thee in thine haste by my long 
tarrying, and came not in due season, as thou 
badest me.” 

Then in answer to him spake Hector of the 
flashing helm: “ Strange man, no one that is right- 
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minded could make light of thy work in battle, for 
thou art valiant; but of thine own will art thou 
slack, and hast no care; and thereat my heart is 
grieved within me, whenso I hear regarding thee 
words of shame from the lips of the ‘Trojans, who 
because of thee have grievous toil. But let us go 
our way; these things we will make good here- 
after, if so be Zeus shall grant us to set for the 
heavenly gods that are for ever a bow] of deliverance 
in our halls, when we have driven forth from the 
land of Troy the well-greaved Achaeans.” 
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So saying, glorious Hector hastened forth from 
the gates, and with him went his brother Alexander ; 
and in their hearts were both eager for war and 
battle. And as a god giveth to longing seamen a 
fair wind when they have grown weary of beating 
the sea with polished oars of fir, and with weariness 
are their limbs fordone; even so appeared these 
twain to the longing ‘Trojans. 

Then the one of them slew the son of king 
Areithous, Menesthius, that dwelt in Arne, who 
was born of the mace-man Arecithous and ox-eyed 
Phylomedusa ; and Hector with his sharp spear 
smote Eyoneus on the neck beneath the well-wrought 
helmet of bronze, and loosed his limbs. And Glaucus, 
son of Hippolochus, leader of the Lycians, made a 
cast with his spear in the fierce conflict at Iphinous, 
son of Dexios, as he sprang upon his car behind his 
swift mgres, and smote him upon the shoulder ; so 
he fell from his chariot to the ground and his limbs 
were loosed. 

But when the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, 
was ware of them as they were slaying the Argives 
in the fierce conflict, she went darting down from 
the peaks of Olympus to sacred Ilios. And Apollo 
sped forth to meet her, for he looked down from out 
of Pergamus and beheld her, and was fain to have 
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victory for the Trojans. So the twain met one with 
the other by the oak-tree. Then to her spake first 
the king Apollo, son of Zeus: “‘ Wherefore art thou 
again come thus eagerly from Olympus, thou 
daughter of great Zeus, and why hath thy proud 
spirit sent thee? Is it that thou mayest give 
to the Danaans victory to turn the tide of battle, 
seeing thou hast no pity for the Trojans, that 
perish? But if thou wouldst in anywise hearken 
unto me—and so would it be better far—let us now 
stay the war and fighting for this day. Hereafter 
shall they fight again until they win the goal of 
Ilios, since thus it seemeth good to the hearts of 
you immortal goddesses, to lay waste this city.” 

And in answer to him spake the goddess, flashing- 
eyed Athene: “So be it, thou god that workest 
afar; with this in mind am I myself come from 
Olympus to the midst of Trojans and Achaeans. 
But come, how art thou minded to stay the battle 
of the warriors ? ” 

Then in answer to her spake king Apollo, son of 
Zeus: “‘ Let us rouse the valiant spirit of horse- 
taming Hector, in hope that he may challenge some 
one of the Danaans in single fight to do battle 
with him man to man in dread combat. So shall 
the bronze-greaved Achaeans have indignation and 
rouse some one to do battle in single combat against 
goodly Hector.” 

So he spake, and the goddess, flashing-eyed 
Athene, failed not to hearken. And Helenus, the 
dear son of Priam, understood in spirit this plan 
that had found pleasure with the gods in council ; 
and he came and stood by Hector’s side, and spake 
to him, saying: ‘“ Hector, son of Priam, peer of 
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Zeus in counsel, wouldst thou now in anywise 
hearken unto me? for Iam thy brother. Make the 
Trojans to sit down, and all the Achaeans, and do 
thou challenge whoso is best of the Achaeans to do - 
battle with thee man to man in dread combat. Not 
yet is it thy fate to die and meet thy doom ; for thus 
have I heard the voice of the gods that are for ever.” 
So spake he, and Hector rejoiced greatly when he 
heard his words; and he went into the midst and 
kept back the battalions of the Trojans with his 
spear grasped by the middle; and they all sate 
them down, and Agamemnon made the well-greaved 
Achaeans to sit. And Athene and Apollo of the 
silver bow in the likeness of vultures sate them upon 
the lofty oak of father Zeus that beareth the aegis, 
rejoicing in the warriors; and the ranks of these 
sat close, bristling with shields and helms and spears. 
Even as there is spread over the face of the deep 
the ripple of the West Wind, that is newly risen, 
and the deep groweth black beneath it, so sat the 
ranks of the Achaeans and Trojans in the plain. 
And Hector spake between the two hosts: “ Hear 
me, ye Trojans and well-greaved Achaeans, that I 
may speak what the heart in my breast biddeth me. 
Our oaths the son of Cronos, throned on high, brought 
not to fulfilment, but with ill intent ordaineth a 
time for both hosts, until either ye take well-walled 
Troy or yourselves be vanquished beside your sea- 
faring ships. With you are the chieftains of the 
whole host of the Achaeans ; of these let now that 
man, whose heart soever biddeth him fight with 
me, come hither from among you all to be your 
champion against goodly Hector. And thus do I 
declare my word, ‘and be Zeus our witness thereto : 
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if so be he shall slay me with the long-edged bronze, 
let him spoil me of my armour and bear it to the 
hollow ships, but my body let him give back to my 
home, that the Trojans and the Trojan wives may 
give me my due meed of fire in my death. But if 
so be I slay him, and Apollo give me glory, I will 
spoil him of his armour and bear it to sacred Ilios 
and hang it upon the temple of Apollo, the god that 
smiteth afar, but his corpse will I render back to 
the well-benched ships, that the long-haired Achaeans 
may give him burial, and heap up for him a barrow 
bythe wide Hellespont. And some one shall some day 
say even of men that are yet to be, as he saileth in 
his many-benched ship over the wine-dark sea: ‘ This 
is a barrow of a man that died in olden days, whom 
on a time in the midst of his prowess glorious Hector 
slew.’ So shall some man say, and my glory shall 
never die.” 

So spake he, and they all became hushed in 
silence ; shame had they to deny him, but they 
feared to meet him. Howbeit at length Menelaus 
arose among them and spake, chiding them with 
words of reviling, and deeply did he groan at heart : 
“Ah me, ye braggarts, ye women of Achaea, men 
no more! Surely shall this be a disgrace dread 
and dire, if no man of the Danaans shall now go to 
meet Hector. Nay, may ye one and all turn to 
earth and water, ye that sit there each man with 
no heart in him, utterly inglorious. Against this 
man will I myself arm me; but from on high are the 
issues of victory holden of the immortal gods.” 

So spake he, and did on his fair armour, And 
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now, Menelaus, would the end of life have appeared 
for thee at the hands of Hector, seeing he was 
mightier far, had not the kings of the Achaeans 
sprung up and laid hold of thee. And Atreus’ son 
himself, wide-rulng Agamemnon, caught him by 
the right hand and spake to him, saying: “ Thou 
art mad, Menelaus, nurtured of Zeus, and this thy 
madness beseemeth thee not. Hold back, for all 
thy grief, and be not minded in rivalry to fight 
with one better than thou, even with Hector, son 
of Priam, of whom others besides thee are adread. 
Even Achilles shuddereth to meet this man in battle, 
where men win glory ; and he is better far than thou. 
Nay, go thou for this present, and sit thee amid 
the company of thy fellows ; against this man shall 
the Achaeans raise up another champion. Fearless 
though he be and insatiate of battle, methinks he 
will be glad to bend his knees in rest, if so be he 
escape from the fury of war and the dread conflict.” 

So spake the warrior and turned his brother’s 
mind, for he counselled aright; and Menelaus 
obeyed. Then with gladness his squires took his 
armour from his shoulders ; and Nestor rose up and 
spake amid the Argives: ‘‘ Fie upon you! In 
good sooth is great grief come upon the land of 
Achaea. Verily aloud would old Peleus groan, the 
driver of chariots, goodly counsellor, and orator 
of the Myrmidons, who on a time questioned me 
in his own house, and rejoiced greatly as he asked 
of the lineage and birth of all the Argives. If he 
were to hear that these were now all cowering before 
Hector then would he lift up his hands to the im- 
mortals in instant prayer that his soul might depart 
from his limbs into the house of Hades. I would, 
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O father Zeus and Athene and Apollo, that I were 
young as when beside swift-flowing Celadon the 
_ Pylians and Arcadians that rage with spears 
‘\ gathered together and fought beneath the walls of 
Pheia about the streams of Iardanus. On their 
side stood forth Ereuthalion as champion, a godlike 
man, bearing upon his shoulders the armour of 
king Areithous, goodly Areithous that men and 
fair-girdled women were wont to call the mace-man, - 
for that he fought not with bow or long spear, but 
with a mace of iron brake the battalions. Him 
Lycurgus slew by guile and nowise by might, in a 
narrow way, where his mace of iron saved him not 
from destruction. For ere that might be Lycurgus 
came upon him at unawares and pierced him through 
the middle with his spear, and backward was he 
hurled upon the earth; and Lycurgus despoiled 
him of the armour that brazen Ares had given 
him, This armour he thereafter wore himself amid 
the turmoil of Ares, but when Lycurgus grew old 
within his halls he gave it to Ereuthalion, his dear 
squire, to wear, And wearing this armour did Ereu- 
thalion challenge all the bravest ; but they trembled 
sore and were afraid, nor had any man courage to 
abide him. But me did my enduring heart set on 
to battle with him in my hardihood, though in years 
I was youngest of all. So fought I with him, and 
Athene gave me glory. The tallest was he and the 
strongest man that ever I slew: as a huge sprawling 
bulk he lay stretched this way and that. Would 
I were now as young and my strength as firm, then 
should Hector of the flashing helm soon find one to 
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face him. Whereas ye that are chieftains of the 
whole host of the Achaeans, even ye are not minded 
with a ready heart to meet Hector face to face.” 

So the old man chid them, and there stood up 
nine in all. Upsprang far the first the king of 
men, Agamemnon, and after him Tydeus’ son, 
mighty Diomedes, and after them the Aiantes, 
elothed in furious valour, and after them Idomeneus 
and Idomeneus’ comrade Meriones, the peer of 
Enyalius, slayer of men, and after them Eurypylus, 
the glorious son of Euaemon ; and upsprang Thoas, 
son of Andraemon, and goodly Odysseus ; all these 
were minded to do battle with goodly Hector. Then 
among them spake again the horseman, Nestor of 
Gerenia : “ Cast ye the lot now from the first unto 
the last for him whoso shall be chosen ; for he shall 
verily profit the well-greaved Achaeans, and himself 
in his own soul shall profit withal, if so be he escape 
from the fury of war and the dread conflict.” 

So said he, and they marked each man his lot 
and cast them in the helmet of Agamemnon, son of 
Atreus ; and the host made prayer, and lifted up 
their hands to the gods. And thus would one say 
with a glance up to the broad heaven: ‘“ Father 
Zeus, grant that the lot fall on Aias or the son of 
Tydeus or else on the king himself of Mycene rich 
in gold.” 

So spake they, and the horseman, Nestor of 
Gerenia, shook the helmet, and forth therefrom 
leapt the lot that themselves desired, even the 
lot of Aias. And the herald bare it everywhither 
throughout the throng, and showed it from left to 
right to all the chieftains of the Achaeans; but 
they knew it not, and denied it every man. But 
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when in bearing it everywhither throughout the 
throng he was come to him that had marked it and 
cast it into the helm, even to glorious Aias, then 
Aias held forth his hand, and the herald drew near 
and laid the lot therein ; and Aias knew at a glance 
the token on the lot, and waxed glad at heart. The 
lot then he cast upon the ground beside his foot, 
and spake: “ My friends, of a surety the lot is mine, 
and mine own heart rejoiceth, for I deem that 
I shall vanquish goodly Hector. But come now, 
while I am doing on me my battle gear, make ye 
prayer the while to king Zeus, son of Cronos, in 
silence by yourselves, that the Trojans learn naught 
thereof—nay, or openly, if ye will, since in any case 
we fear no man. For by force shall no man drive me 
in flight of his own will and in despite of mine, nor 
yet by skill; since as no skilless wight methinks 
was I born and reared in Salamis.” 

So spake he, and they made prayer to king Zeus, 
son of Cronos; and thus would one speak with a 
glance up to the broad heaven: “Father Zeus, 
that rulest from Ida, most glorious, most great, 
vouchsafe victory to Aias and that he win him 
glorious renown ; or if so be thou lovest Hector too, 
and carest for him, vouchsafe to both equal might 
and glory.” 

So they spake, and Aias arrayed him in gleaming 
bronze. But when he had clothed about his flesh 
all his armour, then sped he in such wise as huge 
Ares goeth forth when he enters into battle amid 
warriors whom the son of Cronos hath brought 
together to contend in the fury of soul-devouring 
strife. Even in such wise sprang forth huge Aias, 
the bulwark of the Achaeans, with a smile on his 
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grim face ; and he went with long strides of his feet 
beneath him, brandishing his far-shadowing spear. 
Then were the Argives glad as they looked upon 
him, but upon the Trojans crept dread trembling 
on the limbs of every man, and Hector’s own heart 
beat fast within his breast. Howbeit in no wise 
could he any more flee or shrink back into the 
throng of the host, seeing he had made challenge 
to fight. So Aias drew near, bearing his shield that 
was like a city wall, a shield of bronze with sevenfold 
bull’s-hide, the which Tychius had wrought with 
toil, he that was far best of workers in hide, having 
his home in Hyle, who had made him his flashing 
shield of seven hides of sturdy bulls, and there- 
over had wrought an eighth layer of bronze. This 
Telamonian Aias bare before his breast, and he came 
and stood close by Hector, and spake threatening : 
“ Hector, now verily shalt thou know of a surety, 
man to man, what manner of chieftains there be 
likewise among the Danaans, even after Achilles, 
breaker of the ranks of men, the lion-hearted. 
Howbeit he abideth amid his beaked seafaring 
ships in utter wrath against Agamemnon, Atreus’ 
son, shepherd of the host; yet are we such as to 
face thee, yea, full many of us. But begin thou 
war and battle.” 

To him then made answer great Hector of the 
flashing helm : “ Aias, sprung from Zeus, thou son of 
Telamon, captain of the host, in no wise make thou 
trial of me as of some puny boy or a woman that 
knoweth not deeds of war. Nay, full well know I 
battles and slayings of men. I know well how to 
wield to right, and well how to wield to left my shield 
of seasoned hide, which I decm a sturdy thing to 
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1 Lines 255-257 were rejected by Zenodotus. 





1 The line is obscure, and perhaps corrupt. It may 
also be rendered, “‘ that is in my eyes to fight as warrior 
with tough shield of hide ’’—to play the part of “Apys 
rahavpivos. 
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wield in fight ;1 and I know how to charge into the 
mellay of chariots drawn by swift mares; and I 
know how in close fight to tread the measure of 
furious Ares. Yet am J not minded to smite thee, 
being such a one as thou art, by spying thee at 
unawares; but rather openly, if so be I may hit 
thee 

He spake, and poised his far-shadowing spear, 
and hurled it; and he smote Aias’ dread shield of 
sevenfold bull’s-hide upon the outermost bronze, 
the eighth layer that was thereon. Through six 
folds shore the stubborn bronze, but in the seventh 
hide it was stayed. Then in turn Zeus-born Aias 
hurled his far-shadowing spear, and smote upon 
the son of Priam’s shield, that was well balanced 
upon every side. Through the bright shield went 
the mighty spear, and through the corselet, richly 
dight, did it force its way ; and straight on beside his 
flank the spear shore through his tunic; but he 
bent aside, and escaped black fate. Then the twain 
both at one moment drew forth with their hands 
their long spears, and fell to, in semblance like 
ravening lions or wild boars, whose is no weakling 
strength. Then the son of Priam smote full upon 
the shield of Aias with a thrust of his spear, howbeit 
the bronze brake not through, for its point was 
turned ; but Aias leapt upon him and pierced his 
buckler, and clean through went the spear and 
made him reel in his onset; even to his neck it 
made its way, and gashed it, and the dark blood 
welled up. Yet not even so did Hector of the 
flashing-helm cease from fight, but giving ground 
he seized with stout hand a stone that lay upon 
the plain, black and jagged and great; therewith 
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he smote Aias’ dread shield of sevenfold bull’s-hide 
full upon the boss; and the bronze rang about it. 
Then Aias in turn lifted on high a far greater stone, 
and swung and hurled it, putting into the cast 
measureless strength; and he burst the buckler 
inwards with the cast of the rock that was like unto 
a mill-stone, and beat down Hector’s knees; so he 
was stretched upon his back, gathered together under 
his shield ; howbeit Apollo straightway raised him 
up. And now had they been smiting with their 
swords in close fight, but that the heralds, messengers 
of Zeus and men, came, one from the Trojans and 
one from the brazen-coated Achaeans, even Tal- 
thybius and Idaeus, men of prudence both. Between 
the two they held forth their staves, and the herald 
Idaeus, skilled in prudent counsel, spake, saying : 
“Fight ye no more, dear sons, neither do battle ; 
both ye twain are loved of Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, 
and both are spearmen; that verily know we all. 
Moreover night is now upon us, and it is well to 
yield obedicnce to night’s behest.” 

Then in answer to him spake Telamonian Aias: 
“Tdaeus, bid ye Hector speak these words, for it 
was he who of himself challenged to combat all our 
best. Let him be first and I verily will hearken 
even as he shall say.” 

Then spake unto him great Hector of the flashing 
helm: “ Aias, seeing God gave thee stature and 
might, aye, and wisdom, and with thy spear thou 
art pre-eminent above all the Achaeans, let us now 
cease from battle and strife for this day ; hereafter 
shall we fight again until God judge between us, 
and give victory to one side or the other. Howbeit 
night is now upon us, and it is well to yield obedience 
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to night’s behest, that thou mayest make glad all 
the Achaeans beside their ships, and most of all the 
kinsfolk and comrades that are thine ; and I through- 
out the great city of king Priam shall make glad 
the Trojan men and Trojan women with trailing 
robes, who because of me will enter the gathering 
of the gods! with thanksgivings. But come, let us 
both give each to the other glorious gifts, to the end 
that many a one of Achaeans and Trojans alike 
may thus say: ‘The twain verily fought in rivalry 
of soul-devouring strife, but thereafter made them a 
compact and were parted in friendship.’ ”’ 

When he had thus said, he brought and gave 
him his silver-studded sword with its scabbard and 
well-cut baldric ; and Aias gave his belt bright with 
scarlet. So they parted, and one went his way to 
the host of the Achaeans and the other betook him 
to the throng of the Trojans. And these waxed 
glad when they saw Hector coming to join them alive 
and whole, escaped from the fury of Aias and his 
invincible hands ; and they brought him to the city 
scarce deeming that he was safe. And Aias on his 
part was led of the well-greaved Achaeans unto 
goodly Agamemnon, filled with joy of his victory. 

And when they were now come to the huts of 
the son of Atreus, then did the king of men, Aga- 
memnon, slay them a bull, a male of five years, for 
the son of Cronos, supreme in might. This they 
flayed and dressed, and cut up all the limbs. Then 
they-sliced these cunningly, and spitted them and 
roasted them carefully and drew all off the spits. 
But when they had ceased from their labour and 
had made ready the meal, they feasted, nor did 
their hearts lack aught of the equal feast. And unto 
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Aias for his honour was the long chine given by the 
warrior son of Atreus, wide-ruling Agamemnon. 
But when they had put from them the desire of 
food and drink, first of all the old man began to 
weave the web of counsel for them, even Nestor, 
whose rede had of old ever seemed the best. He 
with good intent addressed their gathering and 
spake among them: “Son of Atreus and ye other 
princes of the hosts of Achaea, lo, full many long- 
haired Achaeans are dead, whose dark blood keen 
Ares hath now spilt about fair-flowing Scamander, and 
their souls have gone down to the house of Hades ; 
therefore were it well that thou make the battle 
of the Achaeans to cease at daybreak, and we will 
gather to hale hither on carts the corpses with 
oxen and mules; and we will burn them a little way 
from the ships that each man may bear their bones 
home to their children, whenso we return again to 
our native land. And about the pyre let us heap a 
single barrow, rearing ! it from the plain for all alike, 
and thereby build with speed a lofty wall, a defence 
for our ships and for ourselves. And therein let 
us build gates close-fastening, that through them 
may be a way for the driving of chariots; and 
without let us dig a deep ditch hard by, which shall 
intervene and keep back chariots and footmen, lest 
ever the battle of the lordly Trojans press heavily 
upon us.” 

So spake he, and all the kings assented thereto. 
And of the Trojans likewise was a gathering held 
in the citadel of Ilios, a gathering fierce and 
tumultuous, beside Priam’s gates. Among them 
wise Antenor was first to speak, saying : “‘ Hearken 
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to me, ye Trojans and Dardanians and allies, that I 
may speak what the heart.in my breast biddeth me. 
Come ye now, let us give Argive Helen and the 
treasure with her unto the sons of Atreus to take 
away. Now do we fight after proving false to our 
oaths of faith, wherefore have I no hope that aught 
will issue to our profit, if we do not thus.” 

When he had thus spoken he sate him down, and 
among them uprose goodly Alexander, lord of 
fair-haired Helen; he made answer, and spake to 
him winged words: “ Antenor, this that thou sayest 
is no longer to my pleasure ; yea thou knowest how 
to devise better words than these. But if thou 
verily speakest this in earnest, then of a surety 
have the gods themselves destroyed thy wits. 
Howbeit I will speak amid the gathering of horse- 
taming Trojans and declare outright: my wife will 
I not give back; but the treasure that I brought 
from Argos to our home, all this am I minded to 
give, and to add thereto from mine own store.” 

When he had thus spoken he sate him down, and 
among them uprose Priam, son of Dardanus, peer 
of the gods in counsel. He with good intent ad- 
dressed their gathering, and spake among them: 
“Hearken to me, ye Trojans and Dardanians and 
allies, that I may say what the heart in my breast 
biddeth me. For this present take ye your supper 
throughout the city, even as of old, and take heed 
to keep watch, and be wakeful every man; and at 
dawn let Idaeus go to the hollow ships to declare 
to Atreus’ sons, Agamemnon and Menelaus, the 
word of Alexander, for whose sake strife hath been 
set afoot. And let him furthermore declare to 
them this word of wisdom, whether they are minded 
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to cease from dolorous war till we have burned the 
dead; thereafter shall we fight again until God 
judge between us, and give victory to one side or 
the other.” 

So spake he, and they readily hearkened to him, 
and obeyed ; then they took their supper throughout 
the host by companies, and at dawn Idaeus went 
his way to the hollow ships. There he found in 
the place of gathering the Danaans, squires of 
Ares, beside the stern of Agamemnon’s ship; and 
the loud-voiced herald took his stand in the midst 
and spake among them: “Son of Atreus, and ye 
other princes of the hosts of Achaea, Priam and the 
other lordly Trojans bade me declare to you—if 
haply it be your wish and your good pleasure—the 
saying of Alexander, for whose sake strife hath been 
set afoot. The treasure that Alexander brought to 
Troy in his hollow ships—would that he had perished 
first !—all this he is minded to give, and to add 
thereto from his own store; but the wedded wife 
of glorious Menelaus, he declares he will not give ; 
though verily the Trojans bid him do it. Moreover 
they bade me declare unto you this word also, 
whether ye be minded to cease from dolorous war 
till we have burned the dead; thereafter shall we 
fight again until God judge between us and give 
victory to one side or the other.” 

So spake he, and they all became hushed in silence. 
But at length there spake among them Diomedes, 
good at the war-cry : “ Let no man now accept the 
treasure from Alexander, nay, nor Helen; known is 
it, even to him who hath no wit at all, that now the 
cords of destruction are made fast upon the Trojans.” 

So spake he, and all the sons of the Achaeans 
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shouted aloud, applauding the saying of Diomedes, 
tamer of horses. Then to Idaeus spake lord Aga- 
memnon: “Idaeus, verily of thyself thou hearest 
the word of the Achaeans, how they make answer 
to thee; and mine own pleasure is even as theirs. 
But as touching the dead | in no wise grudge that ye 
burn them; for to dead corpses should no man 
grudge, when once they are dead, the speedy 
consolation of fire. But to our oaths let Zeus be 
witness, the loud-thundering lord of Hera.” 

So saying, he lifted up his staff before the face 
of all the gods, and Idaeus went his way back to 
sacred Ilios. Now they were sitting in assembly, 
Trojans and Dardanians alike, all gathered in one 
body waiting until Idaeus should come; and he 
came and stood in their midst and declared his 
message. Then they made them ready with all 
speed for either task, some to bring the dead, and 
others to seek for wood. And the Argives over 
against them hasted from the benched ships, some 
to bring the dead and others to seek for wood. 

The sun was now just striking on the fields, as 
he rose from softly-gliding, deep-flowing Oceanus, 
and climbed the héavens,- when the two hosts met 
together. Then was it a hard task to know each 
man again; howbeit with water they washed from 
them the clotted blood, and lifted them upon” the 
waggons, shedding hot tears the while. But great 
Priam would not suffer his folk to wail aloud; so 
in silence they heaped the corpses upon the pyre, 
their hearts sore stricken ; and when they had burned 
them with fire they went their way to sacred Ilios. 
And in like manner over against them the well- 
greaved Achaeans heaped the corpses upon the 
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pyre, their hearts sore stricken, and when they had 
burned them with fire they went their way to the 
hollow ships. 

Now when dawn was not yet, but night was still 
‘twixt light and dark, then was there gathered 
about the pyre the chosen host of the Achaeans, 
and they made about it a single barrow, rearing it 
from the plain for all alike ; and thereby they built 
a wall and a lofty rampart, a defence for their ships 
and for themselves. And therein they made gates, 
close-fastening, that through them might be a way 
for the driving of chariots. And without they dug 
a deep ditch hard by, wide and great, and therein 
they planted stakes. 

‘Thus were they toiling, the long-haired Achaeans ; 
and the gods, as they sat by the side of Zeus, the 
lord of the lightning, marvelled at the great work 
of the brazen-coated Achaeans. And among them 
Poseidon, the Shaker of Earth, was first to speak : 
“Father Zeus, is there now anyone of mortals on 
the face of the boundless earth, that will any more 
declare to the immortals his mind and counsel ? 
Seest thou not that now again the long-haired 
Achaeans have builded them a wall to defend their 
ships, and about it have drawn a trench, but gave 
not glorious hecatombs to the gods? Of a surety 
shall the fame thereof reach as far as the dawn 
spreadeth, and men will forget the wall that I and 
Phoebus Apollo built with toil for the warrior 
Laomedon.” 

Then greatly troubled, Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, 
spake to him: “Ah me, thou Shaker of Earth, 
wide of sway, what a thing thou hast said! Another 
of the gods might haply fear this device, whoso was 
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feebler far than thou in hand and might; whereas 
thy fame shall of a surety reach as far as the dawn 
spreadeth. Go to now, when once the long-haired 
Achaeans have gone with their ships to their dear 
native land, then do thou burst apart the wall and 
sweep it all into the sea, and cover the great beach 
again with sand, that so the great wall of the 
Achaeans may be brought to naught of thee.” 

On this wise spake they, one to the other, and the 
sun set, and the work of the Achaeans was accom- 
plished ; and they slaughtered oxen throughout the 
huts and took supper. And ships full many were at 
hand from Lemnos, bearing wine, sent forth by 
Jason's son, Euneiis, whom Hypsipyle bare to Jason, 
shepherd of the host. And for themselves alone unto 
the sons of Atreus, Agamemnon and Menelaus, had 
Euneiis given wine to be brought them, even a 
thousand measures. Front~theseships.the long- 
haired Achaeans bought them wine, some for bronze, 
some for gleaming iron, some for hides, some for 
whole cattle, and some for slaves; and they made 
them a rich feast. So the whole night through the 
long-haired Achaeans feasted, and the Trojans 
likewise in the city, and their allies; and all night 
long Zeus, the counsellor, devised them evil, thunder- 
ing in terrible wise. Then pale fear gat hold of 
them, and they let the wine flow from their cups 
upon the ground, neither durst any man drink until 
he had made a drink-offering to the son of Cronos, 
supreme in might. Then they laid them down, and 
took the gift of sleep. 
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Now Dawn the saffron-robed was spreading over 
the face of all the earth, and Zeus that hurleth the 
thunderbolt made a gathering of the gods upon the 
topmost peak of many-ridged Olympus, and himself 
addressed their gathering ; and all the gods gave 
ear: “ Hearken unto me, all ye gods and goddesses, 
that I may speak what the heart in my breast biddeth 
me. Let not any goddess nor yet any god essay 
this thing, to thwart my word, but do ye all alike 
assent thereto, that with all speed I may bring 
these deeds to pass. Whomsoever I shall mark 
minded apart from the gods to go and bear aid either 
to Trojans or Danaans, smitten in no seemly wise 
shall he come back to Olympus, or I shall take and 
hurl him into murky Tartarus, far, far away, where 
is the deepest gulf beneath the earth, the gates 
whereof are of iron and the threshold of bronze, as 
far beneath Hades as heaven is above earth: then 
shall ye know how far the mightiest am I of all 
gods. Nay, come, make trial, ye gods, that ye all 
may know. Make ye fast from heaven a chain 
of gold, and lay ye hold thereof, all ye gods and all 
goddesses ; yet could ye not drag to earth from out 
of heaven Zeus the counsellor most high, not though 
ye laboured sore. But whenso I were minded to 


339 


HOMER 


adv 6re 87 kat eye mpdoppov €Aéroynr epdaocar, 

aurh Kev yaln epvoays: airs te Jaddoon: 

ceipiy pev Key erreur. mepl plov OdAdprrov0" a 

Syoainny, 70. bd K’ abre beriopa mavra, yévouro. 

TOGGOV eye rept + etut Oedy mept 7 ety’ av- 
Opdmwy.’ 

“Oe epab’, ot io dpa mavres aK eyevovTo ow 
poor 4 dyaoodprevou pdra yap Kparep@s dydpevoev. 
ope dé a) peréeurre Ged, yAauxdms “AO 3 

3) mérep Tuerepe Kpovidy, onate KpeldvTw, 
ed vu Kal pets tSuev 6 Tor cbévos ovk emruetk Tov 
aAN’ Euans Aavady dAodupopel” aixpnrawy, 
ot Kev 81) KaKov otrov dvanAjoavres dhwvrat. 
GAN 7H Toe Todewov peev dpeforeb”, ws ov KeAevets* 3 
Boudiy 8S "Apyetous brroPyaduel’, 7 Tes ovijoet, 
ws Ha mavres OAwvrat dSvocapévore teoto. * 

Thy & émpednoas mpooedpn vedeAnyepera. Zets- 

« Devoe, Tpitoyeveta, pidov Tékos: 8 vv Tt Supe 
mpdppove prbéopat, ebéAw be TOL HITLOS elvan.” 4 
*Qs elroy oa * dxeage TUTVOKETO xadxdro8° immu, 

wxumera, Xpusénow eGeipnow, Kopdwvre, 

xpuaoy °° avrds eduve mept xpot, yévro 8° iudobAny 
xpuceinv evTuKToV, éo8 8 émBrjcero didpov, 
pdorigev om éAdav: Toy 3° odK aékovre _meréoOny 4 
peconyis Jyains Te Kal ovpavod dorepdevTos. 

"l8nv 8° tavev modvmibaxa, pyrépa Onpav, 
T'dpyapov, evOa TE Ob Tépevos Boyds te Oujes. 
ev” immrous cornge moThp dvipav te Jedy Te 
hvoas e& dyéwv, Kata 8° yépa movady Exevev. 6 


1 Lines 25 f. were rejected by Zenodotus. 
2 Lines 28-40 were rejected by Aristarchus. 
8 Line 87 was omitted by Zenodotus. 
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draw of a ready heart, then with earth itself should 
I draw you and with sea withal ; and the rope should 
I thereafter bind about a peak of Olympus and all 
those things should hang in space. By so much am 
I above gods and above men.” 

So spake he, and they all became hushed in 
silence, marvelling at his words ; for full masterfully 
did he address their gathering. But at length there 
spake among them the goddess, flashing - eyed 
Athene: “ Father of us all, thou son of Cronos, 
high above all lords, well know we of ourselves that 
thy might is unyielding, yet even so have we pity 
for the Danaan spearmen who now shall perish and 
fulfil an evil fate. Yet verily will we refrain us 
from battle, even as thou dost bid; howbeit counsel 
will we offer to the Argives which shall be for their 
ie that they perish not all by reason of thy 
wrath 

Then with a smile spake to her Zeus the cloud- 
gatherer: “Be of good cheer, Tritogeneia, dear 
child. In no wise do I speak with full purpose of 
heart, but am minded to be kindly to thee.” 

So saying, he let harness beneath his car his 
bronze-hooved horses, swift of flight, with flowing 
manes of gold ; and with gold he clad himself about 
his body, and grasped the well-wrought whip of 
gold, and stepped upon his car and touched the 
horses with the lash to start them; and nothing 
loath the pair sped onward midway between earth 
and starry heaven. To Ida he fared, the many- 
fountained, mother of wild beasts, even to Gargarus, 
where is his demesne and his fragrant altar. There 
did the father of men and gods stay his horses, and 
loose them from the car, and shed thick mist upon 
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them; and himself sat amid the mountain peaks 
exulting in his glory, looking upon the city of the 
Trojans and the ships of the Achaeans. 

But the long-haired Achaeans took their meal 
hastily throughout the huts, and as they rose up 
therefrom arrayed them in armour; and in like 
manner, the Trojans, on their side, armed themselves 
throughout the city ; fewer they were, but even so 
were they eager to contend in battle through utter 
need, for their children’s sake and their wives’. And 
all the gates were opened, and the host hasted forth, 
footmen alike and charioteers; and a great din arose. 

But when they were met together and come into 


one place, then clashed they their shields and ~ 


spears, and the fury of bronze-mailed warriors ; 
and the bossed shields closed each with each, and a 
great din arose. Then were heard alike the sound 
of groaning and the cry of triumph of the slayers 
and the slain, and the earth flowed with blood. 

Now as long as it was morn and the sacred day 
was waxing, soleng-the missiles of either side struck 
home, and the folk kept falling. But when the sun 
had reached mid heaven, then verily the Father 
lifted on high his golden scales, and set therein two 
fates of grievous death, one for the horse-taming Tro- 
jans, and one for the brazen-coated Achaeans ; then 
he grasped the balance by the midst and raised it, 
and down sank the day of doom of the Achaeans. 
So the Achaeans’ fates settled down upon the boun- 
teous earth and those of the Trojans were raised aloft 
toward wide heaven. Then himself he thundered 
aloud from Ida, and sent a blazing flash amid the 
host of the Achaeans ; and at sight thereof they were 

- seized with wonder, and pale fear gat hold of all. 
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* Such is probably the meaning. The Greek would 
admit of the rendering “gave no car,” ie. “heard, but 


S44 


THE ILIAD, VIII. 78-103 


Then had neither Idomeneus the heart to abide, 
nor Agamemnon, nor yet the Aiantes twain, squires 
of Ares ; only Nestor of Gerenia abode, the warder 
of the Achaeans, and he nowise of his own will, but 
his horse was sore wounded, seeing goodly Alexander, 
lord of fair-haired Helen, had smitten him with an 
arrow upon the crown of the head where the fore- 
most hairs of horses grow upon the skull, and where 
is the deadliest spot. So, stung with agony the horse 
leapt on high as the arrow sank into his brain, and 
he threw into confusion horses and car as he writhed 
upon the bronze. And while the old man sprang 
forth and with his sword was cutting away the traces, 
meanwhile the swift horses of Hector came on through 
the tumult, bearing a bold charioteer, even Hector, 
And now would the old man here have lost his life, 
had not Diomedes, good at the war-cry, been quick 
to see ; and he shouted with a terrible shout, urging 
on Odysseus: “ Zeus-born son of Laértes, Odysseus 
of many wiles, whither fleest thou with thy back 
turned, like a coward in the throng? Let it not 
be that as thou fleest some man plant his spear in 
thy back. Nay, hold thy ground, that we may 
thrust back from old Nestor this wild warrior.” 

So spake he, howbeit the much-enduring goodly 
Odysseus heard him not,! but hasted by to the hollow 
ships of the Achaeans. But the son of Tydeus, 
alone though he was, mingled with the foremost 
fighters, and took his stand before the horses of the 
old man, Neleus’ son, and spake and addressed him 
with winged words: ‘ Old sir, of a surety young 
warriors press thee sore; whereas thy might is 


would not hearken,” and the phrase was so taken by 
Aristarchus. 
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broken and grievous old age attends thee, and thy 
squire is a weakling and thy ‘horses slow. Nay, 
come, mount upon my car, that thou mayest see of 
what sort are the horses of Tros, well skilled to 
course fleetly hither and thither over the plain 
whether in pursuit or in flight, even those that once I 
took from Aeneas, devisers of rout. Thy horses shall 
our two squires tend, but these twain shall thou and 
I drive straight against the horse-taming Trojans, 
that Hector too may know whether my spear also 
rageth in my hands.” 

So spake he, and the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, 
failed not to hearken. So the mares of Nestor 
were tended by the two squires, valiant Sthenelus 
and Eurymedon the kindly ; and the other twain 
mounted both upon the car of Diomedes. Nestor 
took in his hands the shining reins, and touched the 
horses with the lash, and speedily they drew nigh to 
Hector. Upon him then as he charged straight at 
them the son of Tydeus made a cast : him he missed, 
but his squire that drave the chariot, Eniopeus, son 
of Thebaeus, high of heart, even as he was holding 
the reins, he smote on the breast beside the nipple. 
So he fell from out the car, and the swift-footed 
horses swerved aside thereat ; and there his spirit 
and his strength were undone. Then was the soul 
of Hector clouded with dread sorrow for his charioteer. 
Yet left he him to lie there, albeit he sorrowed for 
his comrade, and sought him a bold charioteer ; 
nor did his horses twain long la¢k a~master; for 
straightway he found Iphitus’ son, bold Arche- 
ptolemus, and made him mount behind his swift- 
footed horses, and gave the reins into his hands. 

Then had ruin come and deeds beyond remedy 
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been wrought, and they had been penned in Ilios 
like lambs, had not the father of men and gods 
been quick to see. He thundered terribly and let 
fly his white lightning-bolt, and down before the 
horses of Diomedes he hurled it to earth; and a 
terrible flame arose of burning sulphur, and the two 
horses, seized with™ terror, cowered beneath the 
car. Then from the hands of Nestor slipped the 
shining reins, and he waxed afraid at heart, and 
spake to Diomedes: “Son of Tydeus, come now, 
turn thou in flight thy single-hooved horses. Seest 
thou not that victory from Zeus waited not on thee ? 
Now to yon man doth Zeus, the son of Cronos, 
vouchsafe glory for this day; hereafter shall he 
grant it also to us, if so be he will. But a man may 
in no wise thwart the purpose of Zeus, be he never 
so valiant ; for in sooth he is mightier far.” 

And in answer to him spake Diomedes, good at 
the war-cry: ‘‘ Yea, verily, old sir, all this hast 
thou spoken according to right. But herein dread 
grief cometh upon my heart and soul, for Hector 
will some day say, as he speaketh in the gathering 
of the Trojans : ‘ Tydeus’ son, driven in flight before 
me, betook him to the ships.’ So shall he some day 
boast—on that day let the wide earth gape for me.” 

And in answer to him spake the horseman, Nestor 
of Gerenia: “Ah me, thou son of wise - hearted 
Tydeus, what a thing hast thou said! Yor though 
Hector shall call thee coward and weakling, yet 
will not the Trojans or the Dardanians hearken to 
him, nor the wives of the great-souled Trojans, 
bearers of the shield, they whose lusty husbands thou 
hast hurled in the dust.”’ 

So spake he, and tumed in flight his single- 
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archus, 

2 Salnova dubow: wérpov édjow Zenodotus. 

3 Line 183 is omitted in the best siss. 
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hooved horses, back through the tumult; and the 
Trojans and Hector with wondrous shouting poured 
forth upon them their darts fraught with groanings. 
Over him then shouted aloud great Hector of the 
flashing helm: ‘‘Son of Tydeus, above all others 
were the Danaans with swift steeds wont to honour 
thee with a seat of honour and meats and full cups, 
but now will they scorn thee ; thou art, it appeareth, 
no better than a woman. Begone, cowardly puppet ; 
since through no flinching of mine shalt thou mount 
upon our walls, and carry away our women in thy 
ships ; ere that will I deal thee thy doom.” 

So spake he, and the son of Tydeus was divided 
in counsel whether he should not wheel his horses 
and fight him face to face. Thrice he wavered in 
heart and soul and thrice from the mountains of 
Ida Zeus the couvsellor thundered, giving to the 
Trojans a sign and victory to turn the tide of battle. 
And Hector shouted aloud and called to the Trojans : 
“Ye Trojans and Lycians and Dardanians, that 
fight in close combat, be men, my friends, and bethink 
you of furious valour. I perceive that of a ready 
heart the son of Cronos hath given unto me victory 
and great glory, and to the Danaans woe. Fools 
they are, that contrived forsooth these walls, weak 
and of none account; these shall not withhold our 
might, and our horses shall lightly leap over the 
digged ditch. But when I be at length come amid 
the hollow ships, then see ye that consuming fire be 
not forgotten, that with fire I may burn the ships 
and furthermore slay the men, even the Argives 
beside their ships, distraught by reason of the 
smoke.” 

So saying he shouted to his horses, and said: 
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““Xanthus, and thou Podargus, and Aethon, and 
goodly Lampus, now pay me back your tending 
wherewith in abundance Andromache, daughter of 
great-hearted Eétion, set before you honey-hearted 
wheat, and mingled wine for you to drink when 
your souls bade you, sooner than for me, that avow 
me to be her stalwart husband. Nay, haste ye in 
pursuit, that we may take the shield of Nestor, the 
fame whereof now reacheth unto heaven, that it is 
all of gold, the rods alike and the shield itself; and 
may take moréover~from-the~Sshoulders of horse- 
taming Diomedes his breastplate richly - dight, 
which Hephaestus wrought with toil. Could we but 
take these twain, then might I hope to make the 
Achaeans this very night embark upon their swift 
ships.” 

So spake he vauntingly, and queenly Hera had 
indignation thereat; she shook herself on her 
throne and made high Olympus to quake, and to 
the mighty god Poseidon she spake, saying: “ Ah 
me, thou Shaker of Earth, wide of sway, not even 
hath the heart in thy breast pity of the Danaans 
that are perishing. Yet in thine honour do they 
bring to Helice and Aegae offerings many and 
gracious and hitherto thou didst wish them victory. 
For did we but will, all we that are aiders of the 
Danaans, to drive back the Trojans and to withhold 
Zeus whose voice is borne afar, then, in vexation 
of spirit, would he sit alone there upon Ida.” 

Then, his heart sore troubled, the lord, the 
Shaker of Earth, spake to her: “ Hera, reckless in 
speech, what a word hast thou spoken! It is not 
I that were fain to see us all at strife with Zeus, 
son of Cronos, for he verily is mightier far.” 
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On this wise spake they, one to the other; and 
now was all the space that the moat of the wall 
enclosed on the side of the ships filled alike with 
chariots and shield-bearing men huddled together : 
and huddled they were by Hector, Priam’s son, the 
peer of swift Ares, now that Zeus vouchsafed him 
glory. And now’would he have burned the shapely 
ships with blazing fire, had not queenly Hera put 
it in Agamemnon’s mind himself to bestir him, 
and speedily rouse on the Achaeans. So he went 
his way along the huts and ships of the Achaeans, 
bearing his great purple cloak in his stout hand, and 
took his stand by Odysseus’ black ship, huge of hull, 
that was in the midst so that a shout could reach to 
either end, both to the huts of Aias, son of Telamon, 
and tothose of Achilles ; for these had drawn up 
their shapely ships at the furthermost ends, trusting 
in their valour and in the strength of their hands. 
There uttered he a piercing shout, calling aloud to 
the Danaans: “Fie, ye Argives, base things of 
shame, fair in semblance only! Whither are gone 
our boastings, when forsooth we declared that we 
were bravest, the boasts that when ye were in 
Lemnos ye uttered vaingloriously as ye ate abundant ° 
flesh of straight-horned kine and drank bowls brim 
full of wine, saying that each man would stand to 
face in battle an hundred, aye, two hundred Trojans ! 
whereas now can we match not even one, this Hector, 
that soon will burn our ships with blazing fire. 
Father Zeus, was there ever ere now one among 
mighty kings whose soul thou didst blind with 
blindness such as this, and rob him of great glory ? 
Yet of a surety do I deem that never in my benched 
ship did I pass by fair altar of thine on my ill- 
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starred way hither, but upon all I burned the fat and 
the thighs of bulls, in my eagerness to lay waste 
well-walled Troy. Nay, Zeus, this desire fulfil thou 
me: ourselves at least do thou suffer to flee and 
escape, and permit not the Achaeans thus to be 
vanquished by the Trojans.” 

So spake he, and the Father had pity on him as 
he wept, and vouchsafed him that his folk should be 
saved and not perish. Forthwith he sent an eagle, 
surest of omens among winged birds, holding in his 
talons a fawn, the young of a swift hind. Beside 
the fair altar of Zeus he let fall the fawn, even 
where the Achaeans were wont to offer sacrifice to 
Zeus from whom all omens come. So they, when 
they saw that it was from Zeus that the bird was 
come, leapt the more upon the Trojans and be- 
thought them of battle. 

Then might no man of the Danaans, for all they 
were so many, vaunt that he before the son of Tydeus 
guided his swift horses to drive them forth across 
the trench and to fight man to man; nay he was 
first by far to slay a mailed warrior of the Trojans, 
even Agelaus, Phradmon’s son. He in sooth had 
turned his horses to flee, but as he wheeled about 
Diomedes fixed his spear in his back between the 
shoulders, and drave it through his breast; so 
he fell from out the car, and upon him his armour 
clanged. 

And after him came the sons of Atreus, Aga- 
memnon and Menelaus, and after them the Aiantes, 
clothed in furious valour, and after them Jdomenecus 
and Idomeneus’ comrade, Meriones, peer of Enyalius, 
slayer of men, and after them Eurypylus, the 
glorious son of Euaemon; and Teucer came as the 
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ninth, stretching his back-bent bow, and took his 
stand beneath the shield of Aias, son of Telamon. 
Then would Aias move his shield aside from over 
him, and the warrior woulé~spy his chance ;~ and 
when he had shot his bolt and had smitten one in 
the throng, then would that man fall where he 
was and give up his life, and Teueer would hie him 
back, and as a child beneath his mother, so betake 
him for shelter to Aias; and Aias would ever hide 
him with his shining shield. 

Whom first then of the Trojans did peerless 
Teucer slay? Orsilochus first and Ormenus and 
Ophelestes and Daetor and Chromius and godlike 
Lycophontes and Amopaon, Polyaemon’s son, and 
Melanippus. All these, one after another, he 
brought down to the bounteous earth. And at 
sight of him Agamemnon, king of men, waxed glad, 
as with his mighty bow he made havoc of the bat- 
talions of the Trojans ; and he came and stood by his 
side and spake to him, saying: ‘‘ Teucer, beloved, 
son of Telamon, captain of hosts, shoot on in this 
wise, if so be thou mayest prove a light of deliverance 
to the Danaans and a glory to thy father Telamon, 
who reared thee when thou wast a babe, and for all 
thou wast a bastard cherished thee in his own house ; 
him, far away though he be, do thou bring to honour. 
Moreover, I will declare to thee as it verily shall be 
brought to pass. If Zeus that beareth the aegis, 
and Athene shall vouchsafe me to lay waste the 
well-built citadel of Ilios, in thy hand first after mine 
own self will I place a meed of honour, either a tripod 
or two horses with their car, or a woman that shall 
go up into thy bed.” 

Then in answer to him spake peerless Teucer : 
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“ Most glorious son of Atreus, why urgest thou me 
on, that of myself am eager? Verily I forbear not 
so far as might is in me, but from the time when 
we drave them toward Ilios, even from that moment 
I lie in wait with my bow and slay the men. Eight 
long-barbed arrows have I now let fly, and all are 
lodged in the flesh of youths swift in battle; only 
this mad dog can I not smite.” 

He spake, and shot another arrow from the 
string straight against Hector; and his heart was 
fain to smite him. Howbeit him he missed, but 
peerless Gorgythion he smote in the breast with 
his arrow, Priam’s valiant son, that a mother wedded 
from Aesyme had born, even fair Castianeira, in form 
like to the goddesses. And he bowed his head to 
one side like a poppy that in a garden is laden with 
its fruit and the rains of spring ; so bowed he to one 
side his head, laden with his helmet. 

And Teucer shot another arrow from the string 
straight against Hector, and his heart was fain to 
smite him. Howbeit he missed him once again, 
for Apollo made his dart to swerve, but Arche- 
ptolemus, the bold charioteer of Hector, as he hasted 
into battle he smote on the breast beside the nipple. 
So he fell from out the car, and the swift-footed 
horses swerved aside thereat; and there his spirit 
and his strength were undone. Then was the soul 
of Hector clouded with dread sorrow for his 
charioteer. Yet left he him to lie there, though he 
sorrowed for his comrade, and bade Cebriones, his 
own brother, that was nigh at hand, take the reins 
of the horses; and he heard and failed not to 
hearken. And himself Hector leapt to the ground 
from his gleaming car crying a terrible cry, and: 
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seizing a stone in his hand made right at Teucer, 
and his heart bade him smite him. Now Teucer had 
drawn forth from the quiver a bitter arrow, and laid 
it upon the string, but even as he was drawing it 
back Hector of the flashing helm smote him beside 
the shoulder where the collar-bone parts the neck 
and the breast, where is the deadliest spot; even 
there as he aimed eagerly against him he smote 
him with the jagged stone, and he brake the 
bow-string; but his hand grew numb at the 
wrist, and he sank upon his knees and thus abode, 
and the bow fell from his hand. Howbeit Aias 
was not unmindful of his brother’s fall, but ran 
and bestrode him and flung before him his shield 
as a cover. ‘Then two trusty comrades stooped 
beneath him, even Mecisteus, son of Echius, and 
goodly Alastor, and bare him, groaning heavily, to 
the hollow ships. 

Then once again the Olympian aroused might in 
the hearts of the Trojans; and they thrust the 
Achaeans straight toward the deep ditch ; and amid 
the foremost went Hector exulting in his might. 
And even as a hound pursueth with swift feet after 
a wild boar or a lion, and snatcheth at him from 
behind either at flank or buttock, and watcheth for 
him as he wheeleth; even so Hector pressed upon 
the long-haired Achaeans, ever slaying the hind- 
most; and they were driven in rout. But when 
in their flight they had passed through stakes 
and trench, and many had been vanquished 
beneath the hands of the Trojans, then beside their 
ships they halted and abode, calling one upon the 
other, and lifting up their hands to all the gods they 
made feryent prayer each man of them. But Hector 
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wheeled this way and that his fair-maned horses, 
and his eyes were as the eyes of the. Gorgon or of 
Ares, bane of mortals. : 

Now at sight of them the goddess, white-armed 
Hera, had pity; and forthwith spake winged words 
to Athene: “ Out upon it, thou child of Zeus that 
beareth the aegis, shall not we twain any more 
take thought of the Danaans that are perishing, 
even for this last time? Now will they fill up the 
measure of evil doom and perish before the onset 
of one single man, even of Hector, Priam’s son, who 
now rageth past all bearing, and lo, -hath wrought 
evils manifold.” 

Then spake unto her the goddess, flashing-eyed 
Athene: “Yea, verily, fain were I that this fellow 
lose strength and life, slain beneath the hands of 
the Argives in his own native land; howbeit mine 
own father rageth with evil mind, cruel that he is, 
ever froward, a thwarter of my purposes; neither 
hath he any memory of this, that full often I saved 
his son when he was fordone by reason of Eury- 
stheus’ tasks. For verily he would make lament 
toward heaven and from heaven would Zeus send me 
forth to succour him. Had I but known all this in 
the wisdom of my heart when Eurystheus sent him 
forth to the house of Hades the Warder, to bring 
from out of Erebus the hound of loathed Hades, 
then had he not escaped the sheer-falling waters 
of Styx. Howbeit now Zeus hateth me, and hath 
brought to fulfilment the counsels of Thetis, that 
kissed his knees and with her hand clasped his 
chin, beseeching him to show honour to Achilles, 
sacker of cities. Verily the day shall come when 
he shall again call me his flashing-eyed darling. 
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But now make thou ready for us twain our single- 
hooved horses, the while I enter into the palace of 
Zeus, that beareth the aegis, and array me in armour 
for battle, to the end that I may see whether Priam’s 
son, Hector of the flashing helm, will rejoice when 
we twain appear to view along the dykes of battle. 
Nay of a surety many a one of the Trojans shall 
glut the dogs and birds with his fat and flesh, when 
he is fallen at the ships of the Achaeans.” 

So spake she, and the goddess, white-armed Hera, 
failed not to hearken. She then went to and fro 
harnessing the horses of golden frontlets, even Hera, 
the queenly goddess, daughter of great Cronos ; but 
Athene, daughter of Zeus that beareth the aegis, 
let fall upon her father’s floor her soft robe, richly 
broidered, that herself had wrought and her hands had 
fashioned, and put on her the tunic of Zeus the cloud- 
gatherer, and arrayed her in armour for tearful war. 
Then she stepped upon the flaming car and grasped 
her spear, heavy and huge and strong, wherewith she 
vanquisheth the ranks of men, of warriors with whom 
she is wroth, she the daughter of the mighty sire. 
And Hera swiftly touched the horses with the lash, 
and self-bidden groaned upon their hinges the gates 
of heaven, which the Hours had in their keeping, 
to whom are entrusted great heaven and Olympus, 
whether to throw open the thick cloud or shut it 
to. There through the gate they drave their horses 
patient of the goad. 

But when father Zeus saw them from Ida he 
waxed wondrous wroth, and sent forth golden- 
winged Iris to bear a message: “Up, go, swift 
Tris ; turn them back and suffer them not to come 
face to face with me, seeing it will be in no happy 
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wise that we shall join in combat. For thus will I 
speak and verily this thing shall be brought to pass. 
I will maim their swift horses beneath the chariot, 
and themselves will I hurl from out the car, and will 
break in pieces the chariot ; nor in the space of ten 
circling years shall they heal them of the wounds 
wherewith the thunderbolt shall smite them; that 
she of the flashing eyes may know what it is to 
strive against her own father. But against Hera 
have I not so great indignation nor wrath, seeing 
she is ever wont to thwart me in whatsoe’er I have 
decreed.” 

So spake he, and storm-footed Iris hasted to bear 
his message, and went forth from the mountains of 
Ida to high Olympus. And even at the entering-in 
of the gate of many-folded Olympus she met them 
and stayed them, and declared to them the saying 
of Zeus: “ Whither are ye twain hastening? Wh 
is it that the hearts are mad within your breasts ? 
The son of Cronos suffereth not that ye give succour 
to the Argives. For on this wise he threateneth, 
even as he will bring it to pass: he will maim your 
swift horses beneath your chariot, and yourselves 
will he hurl from out the car, and will break in 
pieces the chariot ; nor in the space of ten circling 
years shall ye heal you of the wounds wherewith 
the thunderbolt shall smite you; that thou mayest 
know, thou of the flashing eyes, what it is to strive 
against thine own father. But against Hera hath 
he not so great indignation nor wrath, seeing she 
is ever wont to thwart him in whatsoe’er he hath 
decreed. But most dread art thou, thou bold and 
shameless thing, if in good sooth thou wilt dare to 
raise thy mighty spear against Zeus.” 
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When she had thus spoken swift-footed Iris 
departed ; but Hera spake to Athene, saying : “ Out 
upon it, thou child of Zeus that beareth the aegis ! 
I verily will no more suffer that we twain seek to 
wage war against Zeus for mortals’ sake. Of them 
let one perish and another live, even as it may befall ; 
and for him, let him take his own counsel in his 
heart and judge between Trojans and Danaans, as 
is meet.” 

So spake she, and turned back her single-hooved 
horses. ‘Then the Hours unyoked for them their fair- 
maned horses, and tethered them at their ambrosial 
mangers, and leaned the chariot against the bright 
entrance wall; and the goddesses sate them down 
upon golden thrones amid the other gods, with sore 
grief at heart. 

But father Zeus drave from Ida his well-wheeled 
chariot and his horses unto Olympus, and came to 
the session of the gods. And for him the famed 
Shaker of Earth both unyoked his horses and set 
the car upon a stand, and spread thereover a cloth ; 
and Zeus, whose voice is borne afar, himself sat upon 
his throne of gold, and beneath his feet great 
Olympus quaked. Only Athene and Hera sat apart 
from Zeus, and spake no word to him nor made 
question. But he knew in his heart and spake, 
saying: ‘Why are ye thus grieved, Athene and 
Hera? Surely ye twain be not grown weary with 
making havoc of the Trojans in battle, wherein men 
win glory, seeing ye cherish against them wondrous 
hate! Come what will, seeing I have such might 
and hands irresistible, all the gods that are in 
Olympus could not turn me; and for you twain, 
trembling gat hold of your glorious limbs or ever 
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ye had sight of war and the grim deeds of war. 
Tor thus will I speak, and verily this thing had been 
brought to pass: not upon your car, once ye were 
smitten by the thunderbolt, would ye have fared 
back to Olympus, where is the abode of the im- 
mortals.” 

So spake he, and thereat murmured Athene and 
Hera, that sat by his side and were devising ills for 
the Trojans. Athene verily held her peace and 
said naught, wroth though she was with father Zeus, 
and fierce anger gat hold of her; howbeit Hera’s 
breast contained not her anger, but she spake to 
him, saying: ‘‘ Most dread son of Cronos, what a 
word hast thou said! Well know we of ourselves 
that thine is no weakling strength; yet even so 
have we pity for the Danaan spearmen who now 
shall perish and fulfil an evil fate. Yet verily will 
we refrain us from battle, if so thou biddest ; howbeit 
counsel will we offer to the Argives which shall 
be for their profit, that they perish not all by reason 
of thy wrath.” 

Then in answer spake to her Zeus the cloud- 
gatherer :~ “ At dawn shalt thou behold, if so be 
thou wilt, O ox-eyed, queenly Hera, the most 
mighty son of Cronos making yet more grievous 
havoc of the great host of Argive spearmen; for 
dread Hector shall not refrain him from battle 
until the swift-footed son of Peleus be uprisen 
beside his ships on the day when at the sterns of the 
ships they shall be fighting in grimmest stress about 
Patroclus fallen; for thus it is ordained of heaven. 
But of thee I reck not in thine anger, no, not though 
thou shouldst go to the nethermost bounds of earth 
and sea, where abide Iapetus and Cronos, and have 
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joy neither in the rays of Helios Hyperion nor in 
any breeze, but deep Tartarus is round about them. 
Though thou shouldst fare even thither in thy 
wanderings, yet reck I not of thy wrath, seeing there 
is naught more shameless than thou.” 

So said he; howbeit white-armed Hera spake 
no word in answer. Then into Oceanus fell the 
bright light of the sun drawing black night over the 
face of the earth, the giver of grain. Sorely against 
the will of the Trojans sank the daylight, but over 
the Achaeans weleome, aye, thrice-prayed-for, came 
the darkness of night. 

Then did glorious Hector make a gathering of 
the Trojans, leading them apart from the ships 
beside the eddying river in an open space, where 
the ground shewed clear of dead. Yorth from their 
chariots they stepped upon the ground, to hearken to 
the word that Hector dear to Zeus spake among them. 
In his hand he held a spear of eleven cubits, and 
before him blazed the spear-point of bronze, around 
which ran a ring of gold. ‘hereon he leaned, 
and spake his word among the Trojans : “ Hearken to 
me, ye Trojans and Dardanians and allies: I deemed 
but now to make havoc of the ships and all the 
Achaeans, and so return back again to windy Ilios ; 
but darkness came on ere that might be, the which 
above all else hath now saved the Argives and their 
ships upon the beach of the sea. So then for this 
present let us yield to black night and make ready 
our supper ; loose ye from the cars your fair-maned 
horses, and east fodder before them; and from 
the city bring ye oxen and goodly sheep with speed, 
and get you honey-hearted wine and bread from 
your houses, and furthermore gather abundant 
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1 Lines 524 f. were rejected by Aristarchus, 
2 eByouae ehrdpmevos: EXrouat edydouevos Zenodotus. 
3 Line 528 was rejected by Zenodotus and Aristarchus, 
4 Lines 535-537 were omitted by Zenodotus. 
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wood, that all night long until early dawn we may 
burn fires full many and the gleam thereof may 
reach to heaven, lest haply even by night the long- 
haired Achaeans make haste to take flight over 
the broad back of the sea. Nay, verily, not without 
a struggle let them board their ships neither at 
their ease; but see ye that many a one of them 
has a dart to nurse even at home, being smitten 
either with an arrow or sharp-pointed spear as he 
leapt upon his ship; that so others may dread to 
bring tearful war against the horse-taming Trojans. 
And let heralds, dear to Zeus, make proclamation 
throughout the city that stripling boys and old 
men of hoary temples gather them round the city 
upon the battlement builded of the gods; and for 
the women folk, let them build each one a great 
fire in her halls ; and let a diligent watch be kept, 
lest an ambush enter the city while the host is 
afield. Thus be it, great-hearted Trojans, even as 
I proclaim ; of counsel, good and sound for this 
present, be this enough; but more will I proclaim at 
dawn amid the horse-taming Trojans. I pray in 
high hope te Zeus and the other gods to drive out 
from hence these dogs borne by the fates, whom 
the fates bare on their black ships. Howbeit for 
the night will we guard our own selves, but in the 
morning at the coming of dawn arrayed in our 
armour let us arouse sharp battle at the hollow 
ships. I shall know whether the son of Tydeus, 
mighty Diomedes, will thrust me back from the 
ships to the wall, or whether I shall slay him with 
the bronze and bear off his bloody spoils. To- 
morrow shall he come to know his valour, whether 
he can abide the on-coming of my spear. Nay, 
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amid the foremost, methinks, shall he lie smitten 
with a spear-thrust, and full many of his comrades 
round about him at the rising of to-morrow’s sun. 
I would that mine own self I might be immortal 
and ageless all my days, and that I might be honoured 
even as Athene and Apollo, so surely as now this 
day bringeth evil upon the Argives.” 

So Hector addressed their gathering, and thereat 
the Trojans shouted aloud. Their sweating horses 
they loosed from beneath the yoke, and tethered 
them with thongs, each man beside his own chariot ; 
and from the city they brought oxen and goodly 
sheep with speed, and got them honey-hearted wine 
and bread from their houses, and furthermore 
gathered abundant wood; and to the immortals 
they offered hecatombs that bring fulfilment. And 
from the plain the winds bore the savour up into 
heaven—a sweet savour, but thereof the blessed 
gods partook not, neither were minded thereto ; 
for utterly hated of them was sacred Ilios, and 
Priam, and the people of Priam with goodly spear 
of ash. 

These then with high hearts abode the whole 
night through along the dykes of war, and their 
fires burned in multitudes.”Even as in heaven 
about the gleaming moon the stars shine clear, 
when the air is windless, and forth to view appear 
all mountain peaks and high headlands and glades, 

‘and from heaven breaketh open the infinite air, and 

1 The meaning of tweppdyy is clearer in the parallel 

passage, xvi. 300, where clouds hanging over a mountain 
eak are, as it were, rent asunder, thus admitting a burst of 
ight from the inet heavens. In the present passage the 


familiar idiom should be noted whereby the Greek has 
“from heayen,’’ where we should say “ unto heaven.” 
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all stars are seen, and the shepherd joyeth in his 
heart; even in such multitudes between the ships 
and the streams of Xanthus shone the fires that the 
Trojans kindled before the face of Ilios. A thousand 
fires were burning in the plain and by each sat fifty 
men in the glow of the blazing fire. And their 
horses, eating of white barley and spelt, stood 
beside the cars and waited for fair-throned Dawn. 


381 


IAIAAOX I 


*Q € A a ~ A Ls ” > Ay Bis 3, 
s ot pev Tpdes dudakas exov: adtap “Axatods 
Oeorecin exe Pula, PdBov Kpudevros ETaipy,  - 
rd = > > rd vs 4 ¥ 
mévbet 5° ardytw BeBoAjato mdvTes apioTos. 
ws 8 dvepou dvo movTov dpiverov ixudevra, 
Bopens Kai Zegupos, TH TE Opyjanbev aynrov, 
edOov7’ eEamivns: apvdis b€é re Kop KeAauvov 
KopOverar, odAov be wapeé dda Pixos Exevev* 
a b) oh A aN if, > ~ 
Os edailero Aupos evi orHfecow “Axadv. 
3 A tS Ss? Ey sey tr r , fy 
Tpetoys O° dyet'peydrAw BeBoAnuevos Arop 
poita KnpvKecor Avyvpoyyoror xehevey 
KAjday eis dyopiy KUKAjoKety dvdpa é é€KaoToV, 
pinde Boav- avros dé pera Tpurovor movetTo. 
ilov 3° «iv ayoph tetindtes’ av 8 "Ayapéuvwv 
iorato SdaKpy yew Ws Te KprVvn preAavudpos, 
% Te Kat aiyiAumos mérTpyns Svodepov yeer VOwp" 
Os 6 Bapd orevdywr' ere’ ’Apyelouor peTnvoa: 
“@ giro, , Apyetoy hyntopes Hoe p.edovTes, 
Levs pre peéyas® Kpovidys dry evednoe Bapein, 
oxérAwos, 6 és mpw pep pou iméoyeTo Kal KaTévevoev 
“IXvov éxaépoarr’ éevireiyeov amovéeobat, 
viv dé Kaxhv amarnv BovAedcaro, Kat pe Kedevet 
1 és re... orevdxwy: Zenodotus omitted these words 


and for ére’.. . pernvda read pera 5 ’Apyeloiow eerrev, 
® uéyas Aristarchus: péya (cf. ii. 111). 


382 


BOOK IX 


» Thus kept the Trojans watch, but the Achaeans 
were holden of wondrous Panic, the handmaid of 
numbing fear and with grief intolerable were all 
the noblest stricken. Even as two winds stir up 
the teeming deep, the North Wind and the West 
Wind that blow from Thrace, coming suddenly, and 
forthwith the dark wave reareth itself in crests and 
casteth much tangle out along the sea; even so 
were the hearts of the Achacans rent within their 

breasts. sae wee - 
But the son of Atreus, stricken to the heart with | 
sore grief, went this way and that, bidding the clear- 
voiced heralds summon every man by name to the 
place of gathering, but not to shout aloud; and 
himself he toiled amid the foremost. So they sat 
in the place of gathering, sore troubled, and Aga- 
memnon stood up weeping even as a fountain of 
dark water that down over the face of a beetling 
cliff poureth its dusky stream; even so with deep 
groaning spake he amid the Argives, saying: “‘ My 
friends, leaders and rulers of the Argives, great Zeus, 
son of Cronos, hath ensnared me in grievous blindness 
of heart, cruel god! seeing that of old he promised 
me, and bowed his head thereto, that not until I 
had sacked well-walled Hios should I get me home ; 
but now hath he planned cruel deceit, and biddeth 
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me return inglorious to Argos, when I have lost 
much people. So, I ween, must be the good pleasure 
of Zeus supreme in might, who hath laid low the 
heads of many cities, yea, and shall lay low; for 
his power is above all. Nay, come, even as I shall 
bid let us all obey : let us flee with our ships to our 
dear native land ; for no more is there hope that we 
shall take broad-wayed Troy.” 

So spake he, and they all became hushed in 
silence. Long time were they silent in their grief, 
the sons of the Achacans, but at length there spake 
among them Diomedes, good at the war-ery : ‘ Son 
of Atreus, with thee first will I contend in thy folly, 
where it is meet, O king, even in the place of gather- 
ing: and be not thou anywise wroth thereat. My 
valour didst thou revile at the first amid the Danaans, 
and saidst that I was no man of war but a weakling ; 
and all this know the Achaeans both young and 
old. But as for thee, the son of crooked-counselling { 
Cronos hath endowed thee in divided wise: with 
the sceptre hath he granted thee to be honoured | 
above all, but_valour he gave thee_not, wherein is — 
the greatest might. Strange king, dost thou indeed 
deem that the sons of the Achaeans are thus un- 
warlike and weaklings as thou sayest? Nay, if 
thine own heart is eager to return, get thee 
gone ; before thee lies the way, and thy ships stand 
beside the sea, all the many ships that followed 
thee from Mycenae. Howbeit the other long-haired 
Achaeans will abide here until we have laid waste 
Troy. Nay, let them also flee in their ships to their 
dear native land; yet will we twain, Sthenelus and 





2 judy... yépovres: Nyiropes nde wédovres Zenodotus, 
é 3 Line 44 was rejected by Aristarchus. 
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I, fight on, until we win the goal of Ilios; for with 
the aid of heaven are we come.” ; 

So spake he, and all the sons of the Achaeans 
shouted aloud, applauding the word of Diomedes, 
tamer of horses.- ‘Then uprose and spake among them 
the horseman ‘Nestor: “Son of Tydeus, above all 
men art thou mighty in battle, and in council art 
the best amid all those of thine own age. Not one 
of all the Achaeans will make light of what thou 
sayest neither gainsay it ; yet hast thou not reached 
a final end of words. Moreover, thou art in sooth 
but young, thou mightest e’en,be my son, my 
youngest born; yet thou givest prudent counsel 
to the princes of the Argives, seeing thou speakest 
according to right. But come, I that avow me to 
be older than thou will speak forth and will declare 
the whole ; neither shall any man scorn my words, 
no, not even lord Agamemnon. A clanless, lawless, 
hearthless man is he that loveth dread strife among 
his own folk. Howbeit for this present let us 
yield to black night and make ready our supper ; 
and let sentinels post themselves severally along the 
digged ditch without the wall. To the young men 
give I this charge; but thereafter do thou, son of 
Atreus, take the lead, for thou art most kingly. Make 
thou a feast for the elders ; this were but right and 
seemly for thee. Full are thy huts of wine that the 
ships of the Achaeans bring thee each day from 
Thrace, over the wide sea; all manner of entertain- 
ment hast thou at hand, seeing thou art king over 


many. And when many are gathered together thou 


shalt follow him whoso shall devise the wisest counsel. 
And soré need have all the Achaeans of counsel 
both good and prudent, seeing that foemen hard by 
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the ships are kindling their many watchfires ; what 
man could rejoice thereat? This night shall either 
bring to ruin or save our host.” 

So spake he, and they readily hearkened to him 
and obeyed. Forth hasted the sentinels in their 
harness around Nestor’s son Thrasymedes, shepherd 
of the host, and Ascalaphus and Ialmenus, sons of 
Ares, and Meriones and Aphareus and Deipyrus, 
and the son of Creon, goodly Lycomedes. Seven 
were the captains of the sentinels, and with each 
‘fared an hundred youths bearing long spears in 
their hands; then they went and sate them down 
midway betwixt trench and wall; and_ there 
they kindled a fire and made ready each man his 
meal. 

But the son of Atreus led the counsellors of the 
Achaeans all together to his hut, and set before them 
a feast to satisfy the heart. So they put forth 
their hands to the good cheer lying ready before 
them. But when they had put from them the desire 
of food and drink, first of all the old man began to 
weave the web_of counsel for them, even Nestor, 
whose rede had of old ever seemed the best. He 
with good intent addressed their gathering and 
spake among them: “ Most glorious son of Atreus, 
Agamemnon, king of men, with_thee will_I_begin 
and with thee make an end, for that thou art king 
over many hosts, and to thee Zeus hath vouchsafed 
the sceptre and judgments, that thou mayest take 
eounsel for thy people. Therefore it beseemeth 
thee above all others both to speak and to hearken, 
and to fulfil also for another whatsoever his heart 
may bid him speak for our profit; for on thee will 
depend whatsoever any man may begin. So will 
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I speak what seemeth to me to be best. No man 
beside shall devise a better thought than this I 
have in mind from old even until now, even since 
the day when thou, O king sprung from Zeus, 
didst take from the hut of the angry Achilles the 
damsel Briseis and go thy way—in no wise according 
to our will. Nay, for I, mine own self, urgently 


sought to dissuade thee; but thou didst yicld to | 


thy_lordly spirit, and upon a man most mighty, whom 
the very immortals honoured, didst thou put. dis- 
honour; for thou tookest away and keepest his 
prize. Howbeit let us still even now take thought 


how we may make amends, and persuade him with \ 


kindly gifts and with gentle words.” 
To him then spake in answer the king of men, 


now he honoureth this man and destroyeth the host 
of the Achaeans. Yet seeing I was blind, and yielded 
to my miserable passion, | am minded to make 
amends and to give requital past counting. In the 
midst of you all let me name the glorious gifts ; 
seven tripods that the fire hath not touched, and ten 
talents of gold and twenty gleaming cauldrons, and 
twelve strong horses, winners in the race, that have 
won prizes by their fleetness. Not without booty 
were a man, nor unpossessed of precious gold, whoso 
had wealth as great as the prizes my single-hooved 
steeds have won me. And | will give seven women 
skilled in goodly handiwork, women of Lesbos, 
whom on the day when himself took well-built 
Lesbos I chose me from out the spoil, and that in 
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beauty surpass all women folk. These will I give 
him, and amid them shall be she that then I 
took away, the daughter of Briseus; and [ will 
furthermore swear a great oath that never went I 
up into her bed neither had dalliance with her as 
is the appointed way of mankind, even of men and 
women. All these things shall be ready to his hand 
forthwith ; and if hereafter it so be the god grant 
us to lay waste the great city of Priam, let him then 
enter in, what time we Achaeans be dividing the 
spoil, and heap up his ship with store of gold and 
bronze, and himself choose twenty Trojan women 
that be fairest after Argive Helen. And if we return 
to Achaean Argos, the richest of lands, he shall 
be my son, and I will honour him even as Orestes 
that is reared in all abundance, my son well-beloved. 
Three daughters have I in my well-builded hall, 
Chrysothemis, and Laodice, and Iphianassa; of these 
let him lead to the house of Peleus which one he 
will, without gifts of wooing, and I will furthermore 
give a dower full rich, such as no man ever yet gave 
with his daughter. And seven well-peopled cities 
will I give him, Cardamyle, Enope, and grassy Hire, 
and sacred Pherae and Antheia with deep meadows, 
and fair Aepeia and vine-clad Pedasus, All are 
nigh to the sea, on the uttermost border of sandy 
Pylos, and in them dwell men rich in flocks and rich 
in kine, men that shall honour him with gifts as 
though he were a god, and beneath his sceptre shall 
bring his ordinances to prosperous fulfilment. All 
this will I bring to pass for him, if he but cease from 
his wrath. Let him yield—Hades, I ween, is not 
to be soothed, neither overcome, wherefore he is 
most hated by mortals of all gods. And let him 
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1 The dual number is consistently used of the envoys, 
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submit himself unto me, seeing J am more kingly, 
and avow me his elder in years.” 

Then made answer the horseman, Nestor of 
Gerenia: “ Most glorious son of Atreus, Aga- 
memnon, king of men, the gifts that thou offerest 
the prince Achilles may no man any more contemn. 
Come, therefore, let us send forth chosen men to go 
forthwith to the hut of Peleus’ son, Achilles. Nay, 
rather, whomsoever I shall choose, let them consent. 
First of all let Phoenix, dear to Zeus, lead the way, 
and after him great Aias and goodly Odysseus ; and 
of the heralds let Odius and Eurybates attend them. 
And now bring ye water for our hands, and bid keep 
holy silence, that we may make prayer unto Zeus, 
son of Cronos, if so be he will have compassion 
upon us.” 

So said he, and the words that he spake were 
pleasing unto all. Then heralds poured water over 
their hands, and youths filled the bowls brim full 
of drink, and served out to all, pouring first drops 
for libation into the cups. But when they had 
made libation and had drunk to their hearts’ content, 
they went forth from the hut of Agamemnon, son 
of Atreus. And the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, 
laid strait command upon them with many a glance 
at each, and chiefly upon Odysseus, that they should 
make essay to persuade the peerless son of Peleus. 

So the twain+ went their way along the shore of 
the loud-resounding sea, with many an instant 
prayer to the god that holdeth the earth and 
shaketh it, that they might easily persuade the great 
heart of the son of Aeacus. And they came to the 
huts and the ships of the Myrmidons, and found 
him delighting his soul with a clear-toned lyre, fair 
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and richly wrought, whereon was a bridge of silver ; 
this had he taken from the spoil when he laid waste 
the city of Eétion. Therewith was he delighting his 
soul, and he sang of the glorious deeds of warriors ; 
and Patroclus alone sat over against him in silence, 
waiting until Aeacus’ son should cease from singing. 
But the twain came forward and goodly Odysseus 
led the way, and they took their stand before his 
face ; and Achilles leapt up in amazement with the 
lyre in his hand, and left the seat whereon he sat ; 
and in like manner Patroclus when he beheld the 
men uprose. Then swift-footed Achilles greeted 


the two and spake, saying: “ Welcome, verily ye | 


be friends that are come—sore must the need be— 


ye that even in mine anger are to me the dearest 1 


of the Achaeans.” 

So saying, goodly Achilles led them forward and 
made them sit on couches and rugs of purple ; and 
forthwith he spake to Patroclus, that was near: 
“Set fortle a larger bowl, thou son of Menocetius ; 
mingle stronger drink, and prepare each man a cup, 
for these be men most dear, that are beneath my 
roof.” 

So he spake, and Patroclus gave ear to his dear 
comrade. He cast down a great fleshing-block in 
the light of the fire and laid thereon a sheep’s back 
and a fat goat’s, and the chine of a great hog withal, 
rich with fat. And Automedon held them for him, 
while goodly Achilles carved. Then he sliced the 
meat with care and spitted it upon spits, and the 
son of Menocetius, a godlike man, made the fire 
blaze high. But when the fire had burned down 
and the flame was abated, he scattered the embers 
and laid thereover the spits, and sprinkled the 
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1 Possibly, ‘that we shall no more hold our ground, 
but fling ourselves (in rout) upon our black ships.” ‘The 
same ambiguity is found also in parallel passages. 
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morsels with holy salt when he had set them upon 
the fire-dogs. But when he had roasted the meat 
and laid it on platters, Patroclus took bread and 
dealt it forth on the table in fair baskets, while 
Achilles dealt the meat. Himself he sate him down 
over against godlike Odysseus, by the other wall, 
and bade Patroclus, his comrade, offer sacrifice to 
the gods ; and Patroclus cast burnt-offering into the 
fire. So they put forth their hands to the good cheer 
lying ready before them. But when they had put 
from them the desire of food and drink, Aias nodded 
to Phoenix ; and goodly Odysseus was ware thereof, 
and filling a cup with wine he pledged Achilles :- 
“Hail, O Achilles, of the equal feast have we no 
stinting, either in the hut of Agamemnon, son of 
Atreus, or now in thine ; for here is abundance that 
satisfies the heart to feast withal. Yet matters of 
the delicious feast are not in our thoughts, nay, 
Zeus-nurtured one, it is utter ruin that we behold, 
and are afraid; for it is in doubt whether we save 
the benched ships or they perish, except thou clothe 
thee in thy might. Hard by the ships and the wall 
have the ‘Trojans, high of heart, and their far-famed 
allies set their bivouac, and kindled many fires 
throughout the host, and they deem that they shall 
no more be stayed, but will fall upon our black ships. 
And Zeus, son of Cronos, shows them signs upon 
the right with his lightnings, and Hector exulting 
greatly in his might rageth furiously, trusting in 
Zeus, and recketh not of men nor gods, for mighty 
madness hath possessed him. His prayer is that 
with all speed sacred Dawn may appear, for he 
declareth that he will hew from the ships’ sterns 
the topmost ensigns, and burn the very hulls with 


399 


HOMER 


avras 7 eempnoew * padepod mupes, atrdp "Axatods 

Syeoew mapa Thow Gpwojévous® bd Kamvoo. 

zabr’ aivds deldoua Kata Ppeva, py ot ameAas 

exreAeowor Boi, ryt iy 5é 57) aicwoy in 9 

pbicbar ev Tpotn éxds “Apyeos immoBérou0. 

aan dva, ei prépmovds ye Kaul ope wep vias “Ayardv 

Tetpopevous epvecOar bd Tpwwy dpypaydod. 

av7@ Toe prom” axos éooetat, ode TL pAixos 

pexBévros ‘Kaxod €or dkos edpetv: dAda mroAd mpiv 

ppalev dmws Aavactow ddejoers KaKov yap. 

@ mémov, 7 per | oot ye marnp émreréAXeTo IInAeds 

jqpate TB OTe o ex DOins “Ayapeuvovr méure: 

“ réxvov eusv, kdpros peev “Adqvatn te kal “Hpy 

Sdaoue", ai kK €Bédwor, od Sé peyadrropa. Bupor § 

tayew ev ornbecou prdroppootvy yap djeivwr: 

Anyepevat 8 Eptdos KaKopnydvov, odpa ve peGAAov 

Theo” "Apyetwoy Hpeev véou He yépovres.’ 

Os éréredn’ 6 yeépwr, ad dé AjBear. GAN’ Er Kai vov 
je’, €a O€ yoAov Oupadyea: coi 3° "Ayapeuvey ; 

nave, €a 5¢ ydAov Gupary yopep ‘ 

afva dBpa Bidwor petaddrjgayre xéAovo. 

ei dé od pev poev dixovooy, eye d€ Ké Tor KataddEw 

éoca Tot év KNoinow bréoxeTo SGp’ “Ayapéeuvev 

ént’ amvpous tpimodas, Séka S€ ypvooto TtaAavra, 

atBevas dé A€Bynras éeikoot, dadexa 8 inmovs 

myovs abAopopous, ot deOhua mooolv apovTo. 

ov Kev dAxjios eln dviip @ Téooa yévouro, 

obdé Kev akrhuwy éptijoto xpuooto, 

éc0° ’Ayapéuvovos tnmor aé0Ava mocciv dpovTo. 

ddoe & éntd yuvatkas adptpova epya idvias, 


1 Cumphoew s éumdrjoew Aristarchus (cf. ii, 415). 
2 dprvopevous: arutouevous (cf. viii. 183). 
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consuming fire, and amidst them make havoc of the 
Achaeans, distraught by reason of the smoke. This 
then is the great fear of my heart, lest the gods fulfil 
for him his boastings, and it be our fate to perish 
here in Troy, far from horse-pasturing Argos. Nay;—~ 
up then, if thou art minded even at the last to save 
from the war-din of the Trojans the sons of the 
Achaeans, that are sore bested. To thine own self 
shall sorrow be hereafter, nor can healing be found 
for ill once wrought—nay, rather, ere it be too late — 
bethink thee how thou mayest ward from the Danaans 
the day of evil. Good friend, surely it was to thee that 
thy father Peleus gave command on the day when he 
sent thee to Agamemnon forth from Phthia: “ My 
son, strength shall Athene and Hera give thee if 
they be so minded, but do thou curb thy proud 
spirit in thy breast, for gentle-mindedness is the 
better part; and withdraw thee from strife, con- ~~ 
triver of mischief, that so the Argives both young 
and old may honour thee the more.’ On this wise 
did that old man charge thee, but thou forgettest. 
Yet do thou cease even now, and put from thee _ 
thy bitter wrath. To thee Agamemnon offereth -~ 
worthy gifts, so thou wilt cease from thine anger. 
Nay come, hearken thou to me, and I will tell the 
tale of all the gifts that in his hut Agamemnon 
promised thee: seven tripods, that the fire hath 
not touched, and ten talents of gold and twenty 
gleaming cauldrons, and twelve strong horses, winners 

in the race, that have won prizes by their fleetness. 
Not without booty were a man nor unpossessed of 
precious gold, whoso had wealth as great as the 
prizes Agamemnon’s horses have won by their 
speed. And he will give seven women skilled in 
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goodly handiwork, women of Lesbos, whom on the 
day when thou thyself tookest well-built Lesbos he 
chose him from the spoil, and that in beauty sur- 
passed all women folk. These will he give thee, and 
amid them shall be she whom he then took away, 
the daughter of Briseus; and he will furthermore 
swear a great oath, that never went he up into her 
bed, neither had dalliance with her, as is the appointed 
way, O king, of men and women. All these things 
shall be ready to thy hand forthwith ; and if here- 
after it so be the gods grant us to lay waste the great 
city of Priam, do thou then enter in, what time we 
Achaeans be dividing the spoil, and heap up thy 
ship with store of gold and bronze, and thyself 
choose twenty Trojan women that be fairest after 
Argive Helen. And if we return to Achaean Argos, 
richest of lands, thou shalt be his son, and he will 
honour thee even as Orestes, that is reared in all 
abundance, his son well-beloved. Three daughters 
has he in his well-builded hall, Chrysothemis, and 
Laodice, and Iphianassa; of these mayest thou lead 
to the house of Peleus which one thou wilt, without 
gifts of wooing; and he will furthermore give a 
dower full rich, such as no man ever yet gave with 
his daughter. And seven well-peopled cities will 
he give thee, Cardamyle, Enope, and grassy Hire, 
and sacred Pherae, and Antheia, with deep meadows, 
and fair Aipeia, and vine-clad Pedasus. All are 
nigh the sea, on the uttermost borders of sandy Pylos, 
and in them dwell men rich in flocks and rich in kine, 
men that shall honour thee with gifts as though 
thou wert a god, and beneath thy sceptre shall 
bring thy ordinances to prosperous fulfilment. All 
this will he bring to pass for thee, if thou but cease 
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from thy wrath. But if the son of Atreus be too 
utterly hated by thee at heart, himself and his gifts, 
yet have thou pity at least on the rest of the 
Achaeans, that are sore bested throughout the host ; 
these shall honour thee as though thou wert a god, 
for verily shalt thou win great glory in their eyes. 
Now mightest thou slay Hector, seeing he would 
come very nigh thee in his baneful rage, ‘for he 
deemeth there is no man like unto him among the 
Danaans that the ships brought hither.” 

Then in answer to him spake swift-footed Achilles : 
“ Zeus-born son of Laértes, Odysseus of many wiles, 
needs must I verily speak my word outright, even 
as I am minded, and as it shall be brought to pass, 
that ye sit not by me here on this side and on that — 
and prate endlessly. For hateful in my eyes, even 
as the gates of Hades, is that man that hideth one 
thing in his mind and sayeth another. Nay, I will 
speak what seemeth to me to be best. Not me, I 
ween, shall Atreus’ son, Agamemnon, persuade, nor -—~ 
yet shall the other Danaans, seeing there were to 
be no thanks, it seemeth, for warring against the 
foemen ever without respite. Like portion hath he 
that abideth at home, and if one warreth his best, — 
and in one honour are held both the coward and the 
brave ; death cometh alike to the idle man and to ~ 
him that worketh much. Neither have I aught of 
profit herein, that I suffered woes at heart, ever 
staking my life in fight. Even as a bird bringeth 
in her bill to her unfledged chicks whatever she may 
find, but with her own self it goeth ill, even so was 
I wont to watch through many a sleepless night, 
and bloody days did I pass in battle, fighting with 
warriors for their women’s sake. Twelve cities of 
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men have I laid waste with my ships and by laud 
eleven, I avow, throughout the fertile land of Troy ; 
from out all these I took much spoil and goodly, and 
all would I ever bring and give to Agamemnon, this 
son of Atreus; but he staying behind, even beside 
his swift ships, would take and apportion some small 
part, but keep the most. Some he gave as prizes ~ 
to chieftains and kings, and for them they abide 
untouched ; “but from me alone of the Achaeans 
hath he taken and keepeth my wife, the darling of 
my heart. Jet him lie by her side and take his joy. 
But why must the Argives wage war against the 
Trojans? Why hath he gathered and led hither his 
host, this son of Atreus? Was it not for fair-haired 
Helen’s sake? Do they then alone of mortal men 
love their wives, these sons of Atreus? Nay, for 
whoso is a true man and sound of mind, loveth his_— 
own and cherisheth her, even as I too loved her 
with all my heart, though she was but the captive 
of my spear..But now, seeing he hath taken from 
my arms my prize, and hath deceived me, let him 
not tempt me that know him well; he shall not i 
persuade me. Nay, Odysseus, together with thee 
and the other princes let him take thought to ward 
from the ships consuming fire. Verily full much ~- 
hath he wrought without mine aid; lo, he hath 
builded a wall and digged a ditch hard by, wide and 
great, and therein hath he planted stakes; yet 
even so availeth he not to stay the might of man— 
slaying Hector. But so long as I was warring amid 
the Achaeans Hector had no mind to rouse battle 
far from the wall, but would come only so far as the 
Scaean gates and the oak-tree; there once he 
awaited me in single combat and hardly did he 
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1 The precise meaning of xapés is uncertain, but con- 
nexion with xelpw is probable. The word does not recur. 
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escape my onset. But now, seeing I am not minded 
to battle with goodly Hector, to-morrow will I do 
sacrifice to Zeus and all the gods, and heap well my 
ships, when I have launched them on the sea; then 
shalt thou see, if so be thou wilt, and carest aught 
therefor, my ships at early dawn sailing over the 
teeming Hellespont, and on board men right eager 
to ply the oar; and if so be the great Shaker of the 
Earth grants me fair voyaging, on the third day 
shall I reach deep-soiled Phthia. Possessions full 
many have I that I left on my ill-starred way hither, 
and yet more shal] I bring from hence, gold and 
ruddy bronze, and fair-girdled women and grey 
iron—all that fell to me by lot; howbeit my prize 
hath he that gave it me taken back in his arrogant-—~~ 
pride, even lord Agamemnon, son of Atreus. To 
him do ye declare all, even as I bid, openly, to the 
end that other Achaeans also may be wroth, if haply 
he hopeth to deceive yet some other of the Danaans, 
seeing he is ever clothed in shamelessness. Yet not 
in my face would he dare to look, though he have 
the front of a dog. Neither counsel will I devise 
with him nor any work, for utterly hath he deceived 
me and sinned against me. Never again shall he 
beguile me with words ; the past is enough for him.— 
Nay, let him go to his ruin in comfort, seeing that 
Zeus the counsellor hath utterly robbed him of his 
wits. Hateful in my eyes are his gifts, I count them 
at a hair’st worth. Not though he gave me ten 
times, aye twenty times all that now he hath, and 
if yet other should be added thereto I care not 
whence, not though it were all the wealth that goeth 
in to Orchomenus, or to Thebes of Egypt, where 
treasures in greatest store are laid up in men’s 
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houses,—Thebes which is a city of an hundred gates 
wherefrom sally forth through each two hundred 
warriors with horses and cars ;—nay, not though he 
gave gifts in number as sand and dust; not even 
so shall Agamemnon any more persuade my soul, 
until he hath paid the full price of all the despite 
that stings my heart. And the daughter of Aga- 
memnon, son of Atreus, will I not wed, not though 
she vied in beauty with golden Aphrodite and in 
handiwork were the peer of flashing-eyed Athene : 
not even so will I wed her; let him choose another 
of the Achaeans that is of like station with himself 
and more kingly than I. For if the gods preserve 
me, and I reach my home, Peleus methinks will 
thereafter of himself seck me a wife. Many 
Achaean maidens there be throughout Hellas and_— 
Phthia, daughters of chieftains that guard the 
cities ; of these whomsoever I choose shall I make my 
dear wife. Tull often was my proud spirit fain to 
take me ‘there a wedded wife, a fitting helpmeet, 
and to have joy of the possessions that the old man 
Peleus won him. “For in my eyes not of like worth 
with life is even all that wealth that men say Ilios 
possessed, the well-peopled citadel, of old in time of — 
peace or ever the sons of the Achaeans came,—nay, 
nor all that the marble threshold of the Archer 
Phoebus Apollo encloseth in rocky Pytho. For by 
harrying may cattle be had and goodly sheep, and 
tripods by the winning and chestnut horses withal ; 
_ but that the spirit of man should come again when 
once it hath passed the barrier of his teeth, neither 
harrying availeth nor winning. For my mother the 
goddess, silver-footed Thetis, telleth me that two- 
fold fates are bearing me toward the doom of death : 
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if I abide here and war about the city of the Trojans, 
then lost is my home-return, but my renown shall 
be imperishable ; but if I return home to my dear 
native land, lost then is my glorious renown, yet 
shall my life long endure, neither shall the doom 
of death come soon upon me. Aye, and I would 

| counsel ‘you others also to sail back to your homes ; 
seeing there is no more hope that ye shall win the 
goal of steep Ilios; for mightily doth Zeus, whose 
voice is borne afar, hold forth his hand above her, 
and her people are filled with courage. But go ye 
your way and declare my message to the chieftains 
of the Achaeans—for that is the office of elders— 
to the end that they may devise some other plan 
in their minds better than this, even such as shall 
save their ships, and the host of the Achaeans 
beside the hollow ships; seeing this is not to be 
had for them, which now they have devised, by reason __ 
of the fierceness of my anger. Howbeit let Phoenix 
abide here with us, and lay him down to sleep, that 
he may follow with me on my ships to my dear— 
native land on the morrow, if so he will ; but perforce 
will I not take him.” 

So spake he, and they all became hushed in 
silence, marvelling at his words ; for with exceeding 
vehemence did he deny them. But at length there 
spake among them the old horseman Phoenix, 
bursting into tears, for that greatly did he fear for 
the ships of the Achaeans: “ If verily thou layest 
up in thy mind, glorious Achilles, the purpose of 
returning, neither art minded at all to ward frorn 
the swift ships consuming fire, for that wrath hath 
fallen upon thy heart ; how can I then, dear child, 
be left here without thee, alone? It was to thee 
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1 Lines 458-461, not found in the mss. of the /liad, are 
given by Plutarch, De aud. poet. 8. 


414 


THE ILIAD, IX. 439-465 


that the old horseman Peleus sent me on the day 
when he sent thee to Agamemnon, forth from 
Phthia, a mere child, knowing naught as yet of evil 
war, neither of gatherings wherein men wax pre- 
eminent. For this cause sent he me to instruct thee 
in all these things, to be both a speaker of words 
and a doer of deeds. Wherefore, dear child, I am 
not minded hereafter to be left alone without thee, 
nay, not though a god himself should pledge him 
to strip from me my old age and render me strong 
in youth as in the day when first I left Hellas, the 
home of fair women, fleeing from strife with my 
father Amyntor, son of Ormenus; for he waxed 
grievously wroth against me by reason of his fair-— 
haired concubine, whom himself he ever cherished, 
and scorned his wife, my mother. So she besought—— 
me by my knees continually, to have dalliance with 
that other first myself, that the old man might be 
hateful in her eyes. I hearkened to her and did 
the deed, but my father was ware thereof forthwith 
and cursed me mightily, and invoked the dire Erinyes 
that never should there sit upon his knees a dear 
child begotten of me; and the gods fulfilled his 
curse, even Zeus of the nether world and dread 
Persephone. (Then I took counsel to slay him with 
the sharp sword, but some one of the immortals 
stayed mine anger, bringing to my mind the voice 
of the people and the many revilings of men, to the 
end that I should not be called a father-slayer amid 
the Achaeans.)Then might the heart in my breast 
in no wise be any more stayed to linger in the halls 
of my angered father. My fellows verily and my 
kinsfolk beset me about with many prayers and 
sought to stay me there in the halls, and many 
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goodly sheep did they slaughter, and sleek kine of 
shambling gait, and many swine, rich with fat, were 
stretched to singe over the flame of Hephaestus, 
and wine in plenty was drunk from the jars of that 
old man. For nine nights’ space about mine own 
body did they watch the night through; in turn 
kept they watch, neither were the fires quenched, 
one beneath the portico of the well-fenced court, 
and one in the porch before the door of my chamber. 
Howbeit when the tenth dark night was come upon 
me, then verily I burst the cunningly fitted doors 
of my chamber and leapt the fence of the court full 
easily, unseen of the watchmen and the slave women. 
Thereafter I fled afar through spacious Hellas, and 
came to deep-soiled Phthia, mother of flocks, unto 
king Peleus; and he received me with a ready 
heart, and cherished me as a father cherisheth his 
only son and well-beloved, that is heir to great 
possessions ; and he made me rich and gave much 
people to me, and I dwelt on the furthermost toa 
of Phthia, ruling over the Dolopians. And I reared 
thee to be such as thou art, O godlike Achilles, 
loving thee from my heart; for with none other 
wouldest thou go to the feast neither take meat in 
the hall, till I had set thee on my knees and given’ 
thee thy fill of the savoury morsel cut first for thee) 
and had put the wine cup to thy lips. Full often’ 
hast thou wetted the tunic upon my breast, sputter- 
ing forth the wine in thy sorry helplessness. So 
have I suffered much for thee and toiled much, ever 
mindful of this that the gods would in no wise 
vouchsafe me a son born of mine own body. Nay, 
it was thou that I sought to make my son, O godlike 
Achilles, to the end that thou mayest hereafter save 
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1 Because the offender dares not look in the face of the 
one he has wronged. 

2 The meanings of &rm range all the way from moral 
blindness to the sin resulting therefrom, and even to the 
ruin that ultimately ensues, ‘That the abstraet idea becomes 
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me from shameful ruin. Wherefore Achilles, do 
thou master thy proud spirit; it beseemeth thee 
not to have a pitiless heart, Nay, even the very gods 
ean bend, and theirs withal is more excellent worth 
and honour and might. Their hearts by incense 
and reverent vows and libations and the savour of 
sacrifice do men turn from wrath with supplication, 
whenso any man transgresseth and doeth sin. For 
Prayers are the daughters of erpat Zeus, halting 
—and wrinkled and of eyes askance,! and they are ever 
mindful to follow in the steps of Sin. Howbeit Sin 
is strong and fleet of foot, wherefore she far out- 
runneth them all, and goeth before them over the 
face of all the earth making men to fall, and Prayers 
follow after, seeking to heal the hurt.: Now whoso 
revereth the daughters of Zeus when they draw 
nigh, him they greatly bless, and hear him, when he 
prayeth ; but if a man denieth them and stubbornly _ 
refuseth, then they go their way and make prayer 
to Zeus, son of Cronos, that Ate? may follow after 
such a one to the end that he may fall and pay 
full atonement. Nay, -Achilles, see thou too that 
reverence attend upon the daughters of Zeus, even 
such. as bendeth the hearts of all men that are 
upright. For if the son of Atreus were not offering 
thee gifts and telling of yet others hereafter, ae 
were ever furiously wroth, I of a surety should not 
bid thee east aside thine anger and bear aid to the 
Argives even in their sore need. But now he offereth 
thee many gifts forthwith, and promiseth thee more 
hereafter, and hath sent forth warriors to beseech 
thee, choosing them that are best throughout the 


personified in the present passage is in harmony with the 
_ methods of Homeric thought. 
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1 %@wv is generally taken to mean simply, ‘as the wont 
of boars is’; but the word is glossed by B\drrwv. 
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host of the Achaeans, and that to thine own self 
are dearest of the Argives; have not thou scorn of 
their words, neither of their coming hither; though 
till then no man eould blame thee that thou 
wast wroth. Even in this manner have we heard 
the fame of men of old that were warriors, whenso 
furious wrath came upon any; won might they be 
by gifts, and turned aside by pleadings. Myself 
I bear in mind this deed of old days and not of 
yesterday, how it was; and I will tell it among you 
that are all my friends. The Curetes on a time were 
fighting and the Aetolians staunch in battle around 
the city of Calydon, and were slaying one another, 
the Aetolians defending lovely Calydon and the 
Curetes fain to waste it utterly in war. For upon 
their folk had Artemis of the golden throne sent a 
plague in wrath that Oeneus offered not to her the 
first-fruits of the harvest in his rich orchard land ; 
whereas the other gods feasted on hecatombs, and 
it was to the daughter of great Zeus alone that he 
offered not, whether haply he forgat, or marked it 
not; and he was greatly blinded in heart. Thereat 
the Archer-goddess, the child of Zeus, waxed wroth 
and sent against him a fierce wild boar, white of 
tusk, that’ wrought much evil, wasting + the orchard 
land of Oeneus ; many a tall tree did he uproot and 
cast upon the ground, aye, root and apple blossom 
therewith. But the* boar did Meleager, son of 
Oeneus, slay, when he had gathered out of many 
cities huntsmen and hounds; for not of few men 
could the boar have been slain, so huge was he; 
and many a man set he upon the grievous pyre. 
But about his body the goddess brought to pass much 
clamour and shouting concerning his head and shaggy 
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1 ob5’ édtvayto: 088 €0é\ecxov Aristophanes. 





1 Meleager was son of Oeneus, king of the Aetolians, and 
Althaea, daughter of Thestius, king of the Curetes. After 
the slaying of the wild boar that wasted Calydon, strife arose 
between Meleager and the brethren of his mother, because 
they had taken from Atalanta the spoils of the boar which 
Meleager had given to her; and Meleager slew them. For 
this he was cursed by his mother. 

2 Idas had carried away Marpessa from her father 
Evenus, but A pollo sought to take her from Idas, whereupon 
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hide, between the Curetes and the great-souled 
Aetolians. Now so long as Meleager, dear to Ares, 
warred, so long went it ill with the Curetes, nor 
might they abide without their wall, for all they 
were very many. But when wrath entered into 
Meleager, wrath that maketh the heart to swell in 
the breasts also of others, even though they be 
wise, he then, wroth at heart against his dear mother! 
Althaea, abode beside his wedded wife, the fair 
Cleopatra, daughter of Marpessa of the fair ankles, 
child of Evenus, and of Idas that was mightiest of 
men that were then upon the face of earth; who 
also took his bow to face the king Phoebus Apollo 
for the sake of the fair-ankled maid.? Her of old in 
their halls had her father and honoured mother 
called Haleyone by name, for that the mother 
herself in a plight even as that of the halcyon-bird 
of many sorrows,? wept because Apollo that worketh 
afar had snatched her child away. By her side lay 
Meleager nursing his bitter anger, wroth because 
of his mother’s curses; for she prayed instantly to 
the gods, being grieved for her brother’s slaying ; 
and furthermore instantly beat with her hands upon 
the all-nurturing earth, calling upon Hades and 
dread Persephone, the while she knelt and made 
the folds of her bosom wet with tears, that they 
should bring death upon her son; -and the Erinys 
that walketh in darkness heard her from Erebus, * 


the mortal dared to face the god in strife. But Zeus bade 
Marpessa choose between the two, and she chose Idas. 

3 The mother, stricken with grief at the loss of her 
daughter, is likened to the kingfisher (dAxvév), whose 
plaintive note seemed to the ancients the expression of 
desolate sadness. Hence the name Halcyone was given to 
the daughter. 


423 


HOMER 


Exdvev e& "EpeBeodw, ayeidyov Frop éxovoa. 
tay dé ray’ audi mdAas duados Kal S06r0s dpeper 
atpywv Baddopévwr: tov 8é Atooovro yépovres 
Airwidv, méurrov 8€ Oeav iephas dapiorous, 57 
eEeMeiy Kat dudvar, trooxdpevar péya SHpov: 
onmd0u mdrarov mediov Kaduddvos epavijs, 
is ” ra LI € é 
eva, pw yvoryov téuevos meptxaAres édéobar 
TEVTNKOVTOYVOY, TO Lev YpLLav olvomedoto, 
a A A ” iz , 
jysov de YuAnv dpoow mediowe TapécBar. 58 
X 1 a Z € & pea 

TOAAG 8€ yutv- Ardveve yepwv inmnddra Oivels 

) lot > 4 € ea , 
od008 éeuBeBaws iynpedéos Padduoro, 
getwy KodAAntas cavidas, youvovpevos vidv: 
moAda. S€ Tév ye KaolyynTaL Kal méTHLa pATHP 
eAdicoovl?: 4 8. -AdAar dyaivetos ToAAG 8 ératpor, 68 
a e , 4 f > e fa 
of ot Kedvdératoe Kal didratot oay amdvrwr 
> > 399 a ~ A 24 a v 
dA’ 088’ as Tod Ovpdv evi orHbecow erecbov, 

f 2 Te, A / ta deal , 4 spa \ 
mptv y’ ore 81) OdAapos mK’ eBaddero, rot 8 én 


mUpyov 
cal ~ 7 b Dents é LA 
Baivov Koupfres Kal evérpnbov péya dotv. 
kat téTe 87 MeAdaypoy evlwvos mapdxortis 59 


, > 3 la / ia va La 
Niacer’ ddvpopevn, Kai of KatéAckev aravra 

48 3 ge > 0, a {n. ~ » 1A , iH 
Knde, 00 avOpw@root méAer THY dot adwn 
avdpas pev Kretvovat, méAw dé Te Top dwabdver, 

? 8 é ? AA 1» 6 re a 
téxva d€ 7 dAdot' dyovar Babvldvous Te yuvaixas. 
tod 8° wpiveto Gupds axovovtos Kaka épya, 

~ 8 id a 8 Ea 3 25 é , 
Bi S& tévar, xpot 8 evre’ eddceTo Twapdavdwvra. 
Os 6 wev Altrwrotow amiuvvey Kaxov Fuap 
clas @ Ovu@- To 8 odkért SHp’ éréAeooav 
ToAAd Te Kal yapievta, Kaxov 8° Hue Kal adrws. 
GMa od py pow Tabra vée dpeot, unde ce Saiuey 60 
evraila tpépere, Pidos: Kdxuov bé Kev en 

17 ddAov: Sijior Zenodotus. 


59: 


4.24 


THE ILIAD, IX. 572-601 


even she of the ungentle heart. Now anon was the 
din of the foemen risen about their gates, and the 
noise of the battering of walls, and to Meleager the 
elders of the Aetolians made prayer, sending to 
him the best of the priests of the gods, that he 
should come forth and suecour them, and they 
promised him a mighty gift; they bade him, where 
the plain of lovely Calydon was fattest, there choose 
= out a fair tract of fifty acres, the half of it vine- 
and, and the half clear plough-land, to be cut from 
out the plain. And earnestly the old horseman 
Oeneus besought him, standing upon the threshold 
of his high-roofed chamber, and shaking the jointed 
doors, in prayer to his son, and earnestly too did his 
sisters and his honoured mother beseech him—but 
he denied them yet more—and earnestly his com- 
panions that were truest and dearest to him of all; 
yet not even so could they persuade the heart in 
his breast, until at the last his chamber was being 
hotly battered, and the Curetes were mounting 
upon the walls and firing the great city. Then 
verily his fair-girdled wife besought Meleager with 
wailing, and told him all the woes that come on men 
whose city is taken ; the men are slain and the city 
\ is wasted by fire, and their children and low-girdled 
women are led captive of strangers. Then was his 
spirit stirred, as he heard the evil tale, and he went 
his way and did on his body his gleaming armour. 
Thus did he ward from the Aetolians the day of 
evil, yielding to his own spirit ; and to him thereafter 
they paid not the gifts, many and gracious; yet 
even so did he ward from them evil. But, friend, let ~ 
me not see thee thus minded in heart, neither let 
heaven turn thee into this path ; it were a harder task 
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to save the ships already burning. Nay, come 
while yet gifts may be had; the Achaeans shall 
honour thee even as a god. But if without gifts 
thou enter into the battle, the bane of men, thou 
shalt not then be in like honour, for all thou mayest 
ward off the battle.” 

Then in answer to him spake Achilles, swift of 
foot: “ Phoenix, old sire, my father, nurtured of 
Zeus, in no wise have I need of this honour : honoured 
have I been, I deem, by the apportionment of Zeus, 
which shall be mine amid the beaked ships so long 
as the breath abideth in my breast and my knees - 
are quick. And another thing will I tell thee, and 
do thou lay it to heart; seek not to confound my 
spirit by weeping and sorrowing, to do the pleasure 
of the warrior, son of Atreus; it beseemeth thee not 
to cherish him, lest thou be hated of me that cherish 
thee. Well were it that with me thou shouldest 
vex him whosoever vexeth me. Be thou king even 
as I am, and share the half of my honour. Howbeit 
these shall bear my message, but abide thou here 
and lay thee down on a soft couch, and at break of 
day we will take counsel whether to return to our 
own or to tarry here.” - 

He spake and to Patroclus nodded his brow in’ 
silence that he should spread for Phoenix a thick 
couch, that the others might forthwith bethink them 
to depart from the hut. But among them Aias, 
the godlike son of Telamon, spake, saying : ‘“ Zeus- 
born son of Laértes, Odysseus of many wiles, let us 
go our way, for the fulfilment of the charge laid on us 
will not methinks be brought to pass by our coming 
hither; and it behoveth us with speed to declare the 
message, though it be no wise goad, to the Danaans, 


427 


HOMER 


~ a 
ot mov vov éatat Troridéypevor. adrap “AxtAdeus 
ayptov év ar7Peoar Béro peyadjropa. Bupdv, 
axéthos, o05é perarpémeras rddrntos €éTaipwy 
THs 7} pw mapa vyvolv ériopev eEoyov adAwv, 
vndAys* Kal wer Tis Te KaovyyyToLo povjos* 
Townv 7) 08 matdds edéEato Tebvn@Tos: 

a a A 2 ve ee 2 = t om 2 , 
Kai p 6 per ev djuw pévetr adrod rddAd’ anorioas, 
Tob Sé 7 epyrverat Kpadin Kat Oupos ayjvwp 

4 f A > wv / Es 
mowny deLayevw* aot 8 dAAnKTov Te KaKoV TE 
Ouyov evi or7Pecor Deol Oéoav elvexa Kovpns 
oins: viv 8€ ror émra mapicyopev efox’ apioras, 
dAda te 7A’ ert row od 8 traov evOeo Oupor, 

” / € f , f 2 
aigecoar 5é péAabpov- dwpddiot Sé Tot etpev 

£ > ~ rs Ne v wv 
TAnOvos éx Aavadv, pewapev 5é Tou eLoxov adAwy 

‘ if > f. ie ia UPN ney 
KHoLaTOL T Eevar Kal piATatoL, Gocor “Ayaot. 

Le 3 

Tov 8 daapePopevos mpocépy médas wus 

*AyiAdreds: 

“ Atav dvoyevées TedAapovie, kotpave daddy, 
mdvra ti por Kata Cupoy éeetcao pubyoacbat- 

> , 7 é fe e , é 
GAAG pow oidaverar Kpadin yoAw, ommdTE KEiver 

’ Cpommeont ee r eI fi ” 
pvijcopat, ws p’ dovdydAov ev "Apyetovow epetev 
’"Azpeidns, ws et tw’. aripnrov petavdoTny. 
> 3 ¢ a ” A > f > t 
GAN’ tyets epyeobe Kal ayyednv dmddacbe: 
ov yap mplv Trod€uoto pedyoopat atparToevtos 

/ a en , he oe 
mpiv y vidv Ipidpouo Sathpovos, “Exropa bsvov, 
Muppddvev éni te KAvoias Kal vijas ixéoOau 
KreivovT’ "Apyetous,. KaTd TE op og au qmupt vijas. 
dt 8€é Tow TH eu kduaty Kal vyt pedaivy 
"Exropa kal pepadra paxyns axjoeOar ctw.” 


1 govijos: pdvoro. 


428 


( 


( 


( 


( 


{ 


( 


THE ILIAD, IX. 628-655 


that, I ween, now sit waiting therefor. But Achilles 
hath wrought to fury the proud heart within him, 
cruel man! neither recketh he of the love of his 
comrades wherewith we ever honoured him amid 
the ships above all others—pitiless one! Lo, a man 
accepteth recompense from the slayer of his brother, 
or for his dead son; and the slayer abideth in his 
own land for the paying of a great price, and the 
kinsman’s heart and proud spirit are restrained by 
the taking of recompense. But as for thee, the gods 
have put in thy breast a heart that is obdurate and 
evil by reason of one only girl ; whereas we now offer 
thee seven, far the best that there be, and many 
other gifts besides ; nay then, take to thee a heart 
of grace, and have respect unto thine hall; for 
under thy roof are we come from the host of the 
Danaans, and we would fain be nearest to thee and 
dearest beyond all other Achaeans as many as 
there be.” 

Then in answer to him spake Achilles, swift of 
foot : “ Aias, sprung from Zeus, thou son of Telamon, 
captain of the host, all this thou scemest to speak 
almost after mine own mind ; but my heart swelleth 
with wrath whenso I think of this, how the son of 
Atreus hath wrought indignity upon me amid the 
Argives, as though I were some alien that had no 
rights. Howbeit do ye go and declare my message, 
for I will not sooner bethink me of bloody war until 
wise-hearted Priam’s son, even goodly Hector, be 
come to the huts and ships of the Myrmidons, as 
he slays the Argives, and have smirched the ships 
with fire. But about. my hut and my black ship I 
deem that Hector will be stayed, eager though he 
be for battle.” 
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So spake he, but they took each man a two- 
handled cup, and when they had made libation went 
their way along the lines of ships, and Odysseus led. 
But Patroclus bade his comrades and the handmaids 
spread forthwith a thick couch for Phoenix; and 
they obeyed, and spread the couch, as he bade, 
fleeces and a rug and soft fabric of linen. There 
the old man laid him down and waited for bright 
Dawn. But Achilles slept in the innermost part 
of the well-builded hut, and by his side lay a woman 
that he had brought from Lesbos, even the daughter 
of Phorbas, fair-cheeked Diomede. And Patroclus 
laid him down on the opposite side, and by him 
in like manner lay fair-girdled Iphis, whom goodly 
Achilles had given him when he took steep Seyrus, 
the city of Enyeus. : 

But when the others were now come to the huts 
of the son of Atreus, the sons of the Achaeans stood 
up on this side and that and pledged them in cups 
of gold, and questioned them, and the king of men, 
| Agamemnon, was the first to ask: “ Come, tell me 
now, Odysseus, greatly to be praised, thou great 
glory of the Achaeans, is he minded to ward off 
consuming fire from the ships, or said he nay, and 
doth wrath still possess his proud spirit ? ” 

Then much-enduring goodly Odysseus answered 
him: “ Most glorious son of Atreus, Agamemnon, 
king of men, he verily is not minded to quench his 
wrath but is filled yet more with fury, and will have 
none of thee, or of thy gifts. For thine own self he 
biddeth thee to take counsel amid the Argives how 
thou mayest save the ships and the host of the 
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Achaeans. But himself he threateneth that at 
break of day he will launch upon the sea his well- 
benched curved ships. Aye and he said that he would 
counsel the others also to sail back to their homes, 
seeing there is no more hope that ye shall win the 
goal of steep Ilios; for mightily doth Zeus, whose 
voice is borne afar, hold forth his hand above her, 
and her people-are filled with courage. So spake 
he, and these be here also to tell thee this, even 
they that followed with me, Aias and the heralds 
twain, men of prudence both. But the old man 
Phoenix laid him down there to rest, for so Achilles 
bade, that he may follow with him on his ships to 
his dear native land on the morrow, if he will, but 
perforce will he not take him.” 

So spake he, and they all became hushed in 
silence, marvelling at his words ; for full masterfully 
did he address their gathering. Long time were 
they silent in their grief, the sons of the Achaeans, 
but at length there spake among them Diomedes, 
good at the war-cry : ‘‘ Most glorious son of Atreus, 
Agamemnon, king of men, would thou hadst never 
besought the peerless son of Peleus, nor offered 
countless gifts; haughty is he even of himself, 
and now hast thou yet far more set him amid 
haughtinesses. But verily we will let him be; he 
may depart or he may tarry; hereafter will he 
fight when the heart in his breast shall bid him, 
and a god arouse him. But come, even as [I shall 
bid, let us all obey. For this present go ye to_your 
rest, when ye have satisfied your hearts with meat 
and wine, for therein is courage and strength ; but 
so soon as fair, rosy-fingered Dawn appeareth, 
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forthwith do thou array before the ships thy folk 
and thy chariots, and urge them on; and fight thou 
thyself amid the foremost.” 

So spake he, and all the kings assented thereto, 
marvelling at the words of Diomedes, tamer of horses. 
Then they made libation, and went every man to his 
hut, and there laid them down and took the gift 
of sleep. 
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1 The connexion is obscure, but the underlying thought 
seems to be that lightning, unaccompanied by rain or hail 
or snow, must be in a special sense a portent—assumed 
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Now beside their ships all the other chieftains of 
the host of the Achaeans were slumbering the whole 
night through, overcome of soft sleep, but Aga- 
memnon, son of Atreus, shepherd of the host, was 
not holden of sweet sleep, so many things debated 
he in mind. Even as when the lord of fair-haired 
Hera lighteneth, what time he maketh ready either 
a mighty rain unspeakable or hail or snow, when the 
snow-flakes sprinkle the fields, or haply the wide 
mouth of bitter war+; even so often did Agamemnon 
groan from the deep of his breast, and his heart 
trembled within him. So often as he gazed toward 
the Trojan plain, he marvelled at the many fires that 
burned before the face of Ilios, and at the sound of 
flutes and pipes, and the din of men; but whenso- 
ever he looked toward the ships and the host of the 
Achaeans, then many were the hairs that he pulled 
from his head by the very roots in appeal to Zeus 
that is above, and in his noble heart he groaned 
mightily. And this plan seemed to his mind the 
best, to go first of all to Nestor, son of Neleus, if so 
be he might contrive with him some goodly device 
that should be for the warding off of evil from the 
Danaan host. So he sate him up and did on his tunic 


naturally to be a sign portending war. The phrase rodéuov 
orépa, recurs in xix. 313, and xx. 359. 
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about his breast, and beneath his shining feet bound 
his fair sandals, and thereafter clad him in the 
tawny skin of a lion, fiery and great, a skin that 
reached his feet ; and he grasped his spear. 

And even in like manner was Menelaus holden 
of trembling fear—for on his eyelids too sleep 
settled not down—lest aught should befall the 
Argives who for his sake had come to Troy over the 
wide waters of the sea, pondering in their hearts 
fierce war. With a leopard’s skin first he covered 
his broad shoulders, a dappled fell, and lifted up 
and set upon his head a helmet of bronze, and grasped 
a spear in his stout hand. Then he went his way to 
rouse his brother, that ruled mightily over all the 
Argives, and was honoured of the folk even as a god. 
Him he found putting about his shoulders his fair 
armour by the stern of his ship, and welcome was 
he to him as he came. To him first spake Menelaus, 
good at the war-cry : -“‘ Wherefore, my brother, art 
thou thus arming? Wilt thou be rousing some 
man of thy comrades to spy upon the Trojans ? 
Nay, sorely am I afraid lest none should undertake 
for thee this task, to go forth alone and spy upon 
the foemen, through the immortal night; right 
hardy of heart must that man be.” 

Then in answer to him spake lord Agamemnon : 
“Need have we, both thou and I, O Menelaus, 
fostered of Zeus, of shrewd counsel that shall save 
and deliver the Argives and their ships, seeing the 
mind of Zeus is turned. To the sacrifices of Hector, 
it seemeth, his heart inclineth rather than to ours. 
For never have I seen neither heard by the telling 
of another that one man devised in one day so many 
terrible deeds, as Hector, dear to Zeus, hath wrought 
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upon the sons of the Achaeans, by himself alone, 
he that is not the dear son of goddess or of god. 
Deeds hath he wrought that methinks will be a 
sorrow to the Argives for ever and aye, so many 
evils hath he devised against the Achaeans. But 
go now, run swiftly along the lines of ships and call 
hither Aias and Idomeneus, and I will go to goodly 
Nestor and bid him arise, if so be he will be minded 
to go to the sacred company of the sentinels and give 
them charge. To him would they hearken as to 
no other, for his son is captain over the guard, he 
and Meriones, comrade of Idomeneus ; for to them 
above all we entrusted this charge.” 

Then made answer to him Menelaus, good at 
the war-cry: “ With what meaning doth thy word 
thus charge and command me? Shall I abide there 
with them, waiting until thou shalt come, or run 
back to thee again, when I have duly laid on them 
thy command ?” 

And to him did the king of men, Agamemnon, 
make answer, saying: ‘‘ Abide there, lest haply we 
miss each other as we go, for many are the paths 
throughout the camp. But lift up thy voice where- 
soever thou goest, and bid men be awake, calling 
each man by his lineage and his father’s name, 
giving due honour to each, and be not thou proud 
of heart but rather let us ourselves be busy; even 
thus I ween hath Zeus laid upon us even at our birth 
the heaviness of woe.” 

So spake he, and sent forth his brother when he 
had duly given him commandment. But he went 
his way after Nestor, shepherd of the host, and found 
him by his hut and his black ship on his soft bed, 
and beside him lay his armour richly dight, his 
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shield and two spears and gleaming helmet. And 
by his side lay the flashing girdle, wherewith the 
old man was wont to gird himself, whenso he arrayed 
him for battle, the bane of men, and led forth his 
people, for he yielded not to grievous old age. He 
rose upon his elbow, lifting up his head, and spake 
to the son of Atreus, and questioned him, saying : 
“Who art thou that art faring alone by the ships 
throughout the camp in the darkness of night, when 
other mortals are sleeping? Seekest thou one of 
thy mules, or of thy comrades? Speak, and come 
not silently upon me. Of what hast thou need ?”’ 

Then made answer the king of men, Agamemnon : 
“ Nestor, son of Neleus, great glory of the Achaeans, 
thou shalt know Agamemnon, son of Atreus, whom 
beyond all others Zeus hath set amid toils continually, 
so long as the breath abideth in my breast and my 
knees are quick. I wander thus, because sweet 
sleep settleth not upon mine eyes, but war is a 
trouble to me and the woes of the Achaeans. 
Wondrously do I fear for the Danaans, nor is my 
mind firm, but I am tossed to and fro, and my heart 
leapeth forth from out my breast, and my glorious 
limbs tremble beneath me. But if thou wouldest 
do aught, seeing on thee too sleep cometh not, 
come, let us go to the sentinels, that we may look 
to them, lest fordone with toil and drowsiness they 
be slumbering, and have wholly forgot their watch. 
The foemen bivouac hard by, nor know we at all 
whether haply they may not be fain to do battle 
even in the night.” 

Then made answer to him the horseman Nestor 
of Gerenia: “‘ Most glorious son of Atreus, Aga- 
memnon, king of men, of a surety not all his purposes 
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shall Zeus the counsellor fulfil for Hector, even all 
that now he thinketh ; nay methinks he shall labour 
amid troubles yet more than ours, if so be Achilles 
shall turn his heart from grievous anger. Howbeit 
with thee will I gladly follow, but let us moreover 
arouse others also, both the son of Tydeus, famed 
for his spear, and Odysseus, and the swift Aias, and 
the valiant son of Phyleus.1 And I would that one 
should go and summon these also, the godlike Aias 
and lord Idomeneus, for their ships are furthest 
of all and nowise nigh at hand. But Menelaus will 
I chide, dear though he be and honoured, aye, 
though thou shouldest be angry with me, nor will 
I hide my thought, for that he sleepeth thus, and 
hath suffered thee to toil alone. Now had it been 
meet that he Jaboured among all the chieftains, 
beseeching them, for need has come upon them that 
may no longer be borne.” 

And to him did the king of men, Agamemnon, 
make answer, saying: “Old sir, at another time 
shalt thou chide him even at mine own bidding, 
seeing he is often slack and not minded to labour, 
neither yielding to sloth nor to heedlessness of mind, 


but ever looking to me and awaiting my leading. !~ 


But now he awoke even before myself, and came to 
me, and myself I sent him forth to summon those 
of whom thou inquirest. But let us go; we shall 
find them before the gates amid the sentinels, for 
there I bade them gather.” 

Then made answer to him the horseman, Nestor 
of Gerenia: “So will no man be wroth at him or 
disobey him of all the Argives, whenso he urgeth 
any man or giveth commands.” 

So saying he did on his tunie about his breast, 
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and beneath his shining feet bound his fair sandals 
and around him buckled a purple cloak of double 
fold and wide, whereon the down was thick. And 
he grasped a mighty spear, tipped with sharp 
bronze, and went his way among the ships of the 
brazen-coated Achaeans. Then Odysseus first, the 
peer of Zeus in counsel, did the horseman, Nestor 
of Gerenia, awaken out of sleep with his voice, and 
forthwith the call rang all about his mind and he 
came forth from the hut and spake to them, saying : 
“ How is it that ye fare thus alone by the ships 
throughout the camp in the immortal night ? What 
need so great hath come upon you ? ” 

Then made answer to him the horseman, Nestor 
of Gerenia: “ Zeus-born son of Laértes, Odysseus 
of many wiles, be not thou wroth, for great sorrow 
hath overmastered the Achaeans. Nay, follow, that 
we may arouse another also, whomsoever it behoveth 
to take counsel, whether to flee or to fight.” 

So spake he, and Odysseus of many wiles went 
to the hut and cast about his shoulders a shield richly 
dight, and followed after them. And they came to 
Tydeus’ son, Diomedes, and him they found outside 
his hut with his arms ; and around him his comrades 
were sleeping with their shields beneath their heads, 
but their spears were driven into the ground erect 
on their spikes, and afar shone the bronze like the 
lightning of father Zeus. But the warrior was 
sleeping, and beneath him was spread the hide of an 
ox of the field, and beneath his head was stretched 
a bright carpet. To his side came the horseman, 
Nestor of Gerenia, and woke him, stirring him with 
a touch of his heel, and aroused him, and chid him 
to his face : “‘ Awake, son of Tydeus, why slumberest 
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thou the whole night through in sleep? Knowest 
thou not that the Trojans on the rising ground of 
the plain are camped hard by the ships, and but 
scant space still holdeth them off ? ” 

So said he, but the other right swiftly sprang up 
out of sleep, and he spake and addressed him with 
winged words: “ Hardy art thou, old sir, and from 
toil thou never ceasest. Are there not other sons 
of the Achaeans that be younger, who might then 
rouse each one of the kings, going everywhere 
throughout the host? But with thee, old sir, may 
no man deal.” 

Then the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, answered 
him: “ Nay verily, friend, all this hast thou spoken 
according to right. Peerless sons have I, and folk 
there be full many, of whom any one might go and 
call others. But in good sooth great need hath 
overmastered the Achaeans, for now to all it 
standeth on a razor’s edge, cither woeful ruin for 
the Achacans, or to live. But go now and rouse swift 
Aias and the son of Phyleus, for thou art younger 
—if so be thou pitiest me.” 

So spake he, and Diomedes clad about his 
shoulders the skin of a lion, fiery and great, 
a skin that reached his fect, and grasped his spear ; 
and he went his way, and roused those warriors 
from where they were, and brought them. 

Now when they had joined the company of the 
sentinels as they were gathered together, they 
found not the leaders of the sentinels asleep, but 
all were sitting awake with their arms. And even 
as dogs keep painful watch about sheep in a fold, 
when they hear the wild beast, stout of heart, that 
cometh through the wood among the hills, and a great 
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din ariseth about him of men and dogs, and from 
them sleep perisheth; even so from their eyelids 
did sweet sleep perish, as they kept watch through 
the evil night ; for toward the plain were they ever 
turning if haply they might hear the Trojans coming 
on. At sight of them the old man waxed glad and 
heartened them, and spake and addressed them 
with winged words: ‘‘ Even so now, dear children, 
keep your watch, neither let sleep seize any man, 
lest we become a cause of rejoicing to our foes.” 

So saying he hasted through the trench, and 
there followed with him the kings of the Argives, 
even all that had been called to the council. But 
with them went Meriones and the glorious son of 
Nestor ; for of themselves they bade these share 
in their counsel. So they went through and out 
from the digged ditch and sate them down in an 
open space, where the ground shewed clear of dead 
men fallen, even where mighty Hector had turned 
back again from destroying the Argives, when night 
enfolded him. There they sate them down and 
spake one to the other, and among them the horse- 
man, Nestor of Gerenia, was first to speak: “ My 
friends, is there then no man who would trust his 
own venturous spirit to go among the great-souled 
Trojans, if so be he might slay some straggler of the 
foemen, or haply hear some rumour among the 
Trojans, and what counsel they devise among them- 
selves, whether to abide where they be by the ships 
afar, or to withdraw again to the city, seeing they 
have worsted the Achaeans? All this might he 
learn, and come back to us unscathed: great would 
his fame be under heaven among all men, and a 
goodly gift shall be his. For of all the princes that 
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hold sway over the ships, of all these shall every 
man give him a black ewe with a lamb at the teat— 
therewith may no possession compare ;—and ever 
shall he be with us at feasts and drinking-bouts.” 

So said he, and they all became hushed in silence. 
Then spake among them Diomedes, good at the 
war-cry : ‘“‘ Nestor, my heart and proud spirit urge 
me to enter the camp of the foemen that are near, 
even of the Trojans; howbeit if some other man 
were to follow with me, greater comfort would there 
be, and greater confidence. When two go together, 
one discerneth before the other how profit may be 
had; whereas if one alone perceive aught, yet is 
his wit the shorter, and but slender his device.” 

So spake he, and many there were that were fain 
to follow Diomedes. Fain were the two Aiantes, 
squires of Ares, fain was Meriones, and right fain 
the son of Nestor, fain was the son of Atreus, Mene- 
laus, famed for his spear, and fain too was the stead- 
fast Odysseus to steal into the throng of the Trojans, 
for ever daring was the spirit in his breast. Then 
among them spake the king of men, Agamemnon : 
“ Diomedes, son of Tydeus, dear to my heart, that 
man shalt thou choose as thy comrade, whomsoever 
thou wilt, the best of them that offer themselves, for 
many are eager. And do not thou out of reverent 
heart leave the better man behind, and take as thy 
comrade one that is worse, yielding to reverence, 
and looking to birth, nay, not though one be more 
kingly.” 

So said he, since he feared for the sake of fair- 
haired Menelaus. But among them spake again 
Diomedes, good at the war-cry: “ If of a truth 
ye bid me of myself choose me a comrade, how 
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should I then forget godlike Odysseus, whose heart 
and proud spirit are beyond all others eager in all 
manner of toils; and Pallas Atheneloveth him. Ifhe 
but follow with me, even out of blazing fire might we 
both return, for wise above all is he in understanding.” 

Then spake unto him much enduring goodly 
Odysseus: “Son of Tydeus, praise me not over- 
much, neither blame me in aught : this thou sayest 
among the Argives that themselves know all. Nay, 
let us go, for verily the night is waning and dawn 
draweth near; lo, the stars have moved onward, 
and of the night more than two watches have past, 
and the third alone is left us.” 

So saying the twain clothed them in their dread 
armour. To Tydeus’ son Thrasymedes, staunch in 
fight, gave a two-edged sword—for his own was 
Ieft by his ship—and a shield, and about his head he 
set a helm of bull’s hide without horn and without 
crest, a helm that is called a skull-cap, and that 
guards the heads of lusty youths. And Meriones 
gave to Odysseus a bow and a quiver and a sword, 
and about his head he set a helm wrought of hide, 
and with many a tight-stretched thong was it made 
stiff within, while without the white teeth of a 
boar of gleaming tusks were set thick on this side 
and that, well and cunningly, and within was fixed 
a lining of felt. This cap Autolycus on a time stole 
out of Eleon when he had broken into the stout- 
built house of Amyntor, son of Ormenus; and he 
gave it to Amphidamas of Cythera to take to 
Scandeia, and Amphidamas gave it to Molus as a 
guest-gift, but he gave it to his own son Meriones 
to wear ; and now, being set thereon, it covered the 
head of Odysseus. 
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So when the twain had clothed them in their 
dread armour, they went their way and left there all 
the chieftains. And for them Pallas Athene sent 
forth on their right a heron, hard by the way, and 
though they saw it not through the darkness of 
night, yet they heard its cry. And Odysseus was 
glad at the omen, and made prayer to Athene: 
“Hear me, child of Zeus, that beareth the 
aegis, thou that dost ever stand by my side in all 
manner of toils, nor am I unseen of thee where’er 
I move; now again be thou my friend, Athene, 
as ne’er thou wast before, and grant that with 
goodly renown we come back to the ships, having 
wrought a great work that shall be a sorrow to the 
Trojans.” 

And after him again prayed Diomedes, good at 
the war-cry : ‘‘ Hearken thou now also to me, child 
of Zeus, unwearied one. Follow now with me even 
as thou didst follow with my father, goodly Tydeus, 
into Thebes, what time he went forth as a messenger 
of the Achaeans. Them he left by the Asopus, 
the brazen-coated Achaeans, and he bare a gentle 
word thither to the Cadmeians ; but as he journeyed 
back he devised deeds right terrible } with thee, fair 
goddess, for with a ready heart thou stoodest by 
his side. Even so now of thine own will stand thou 
by my side, and guard me. And to thee in return 
will I sacrifice a sleek heifer, broad of brow, un- 
broken, which no man hath yet led beneath the 

oke. Her will I sacrifice to thee and will overlay 
fer horns with gold.” 

So they spake in prayer and Pallas Athene 
heard them. But when they had prayed to the 
daughter of great Zeus, they went their way like 
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two lions through the black night, amid the slaughter, 
amid the corpses, through the arms and the black 
blood. 

Nay, nor did Hector suffer the lordly Trojans to 
sleep, but he called together all the noblest, as 
many as were leaders and rulers of the Trojans ; 
and when he had called them together he contrived 
a cunning plan, and said: ‘‘ Who is there now that 
would promise me this deed and bring it to pass 
for a great gift? Verily his reward shall be sure. 
For I will give him a chariot and two horses with 
high arched necks, even those that be the best at 
the swift ships of the Achaeans, to the man whoso- 
ever will dare—and for himself win glory withal— 
to go close to the swift-faring ships, and spy out 
whether the swift ships be guarded as of old, or 
whether by now our foes, subdued beneath our 
hands, are planning flight among themselves and 
have no mind to watch the night through, being 
fordone with dread weariness.”’ 

So spake he and they all became hushed in 
silence. Now there was among the Trojans one 

Dolon, the son of Eumedes the godlike herald, a 
man rich in gold, rich in bronze, that was ill-favoured 
to look upon, but withal swift of foot ; and he was 
the only brother among five sisters. He then spake 
a word to the Trojans and to Hector: “‘ Hector, my 
heart and proud spirit urge me to go close to the 
swift-faring ships and spy out all. But come, I 
pray thee, lift up thy staff and swear to me that 
verily thou wilt give me the horses and the chariot, 
richly dight with bronze, cven them that bear the 
peerless son of Peleus. And to thee shall I prove 
no vain scout, neither one to deceive thy hopes. 
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For I will go straight on to the camp, even until I 
come to the ship of Agamemnon, where, I ween, 
the chieftains will be holding council, whether to 
flee or to fight.” 

So spake he, and Hector took the staff in his 
hands, and sware to him, saying: “ Now be my 
witness Zeus himself, the loud-thundering lord of 
Hera, that on those horses no other man of the 
Trojans shall mount, but it is thou, I declare, that 
shalt have glory in them continually.” 

So spake he, and swore thercto an idle oath, 
and stirred the heart of Dolon. Forthwith then 
he cast about his shoulders his curved bow, and 
thereover clad him in the skin of a grey wolf, and 
on his head he set a eap of ferret skin, and grasped 
a sharp javelin, and went his way toward the ships 
from the host; howbeit he was not to return again 
from the ships, and bear tidings to Hector. But 
when he had left the throng of horses and of men, 
he went forth eagerly on the way, and Odysseus, 
sprung from Zeus, was ware of him as he drew nigh, 
and spake to Diomedes: ‘‘ Yonder, Diomedes, 
cometh some man from the camp, I know not 
whether as a spy upon our ships, or with intent to 
strip one or another of the corpses of the dead. 
But let us suffer him at the first to pass by us on the 
plain a little way, and thereafter let us rush forth 
upon him and seize him speedily; and if so be he 
outrun us twain by speed of foot ever do thou hem 
him in toward the ships away from the host, darting 
after him with thy spear, lest in any wise he escape 
toward the city.” 

So saying the twain laid them down among the 
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dead apart from the path, but he ran quickly past 
them in his witlessness. But when he was as far off 
as is the range of mules in ploughing 1—for they are 
better than oxen to draw through deep fallow land the 
jointed plough—then the two ran after him, and he 
stood still when he heard the sound, for in his heart 
he supposed that they were friends coming from 
amid the Trojans to turn him back, and that Hector 
was withdrawing the host. But when they were a 
spear-cast off or even less, he knew them for foemen 
and plied his limbs swiftly in flight, and they speedily 
set out in pursuit. And as when two sharp-fanged 
hounds, skilled in the hunt, press hard on a doe 
or a hare in a wooded place, and it ever runneth 
screaming before them; even so did the son of 
Tydeus, and Odysseus, sacker of cities, cut Dolon 
off from the host and ever pursue hard after him. 
But when he was now about to come among the 
sentinels, as he fled towards the ships, then verily 
Athene put strength into Tydeus’ son, that no man 
among the brazen-coated Achaeans might before 
him boast to have dealt the blow, and he come too 
late. And mighty Diomedes rushed upon him with 
his spear, and called: “ Stand, or I shall reach thee 
with the spear, and I deem thou_shalt not long 
escape sheer destruction at my hand.” 

He spake, and hurled his spear, but of purpose 
he missed the man, and over his right shoulder 
passed the point of the polished spear, and fixed 
itself in the ground ; and Dolon stood still, seized 
with terror, stammering and pale with fear, and the 
teeth clattered in his mouth ; and the twain panting 
for breath came upon him, and seized his hands ; 
and he with a burst of tears spake to them, saying : 
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“Take me alive, and I will ransom myself; for at 
home have J store of bronze and gold and iron, 
wrought with toil; thereof would my father grant 
you ransom past counting, should he hear that I am 
alive at the ships of the Achaeans.” 

Then in answer to him spake Odysseus of many 
wiles : “ Be of good cheer, and let not death be in 
thy thoughts. But come, tell me this, and declare 
it truly. Whither dost thou fare thus alone to the 
ships from the host in the darkness of night, when 
other mortals are sleeping? Is it with intent to 
strip one or another of the corpses of the dead? 
Did Hector send thee forth to the hollow ships to 
spy out all, or did thine own heart bid thee?” 

To him then Dolon made answer, and his limbs 
trembled beneath him: “‘ With many infatuate 
hopes did Hector lead my wits astray, who pledged 
him to give me the single-hooved horses of the 
lordly son of Peleus, and his chariot richly dight 
with bronze ; and he bade me go through the swift, 
black night close to the foemen, and spy out whether 
the swift ships be guarded as of old, or whether by 
now our foes, subdued beneath our hands, are plan- 
ning flight among themselves, and have no mind to 
watch the night through, being fordone with dread 
weariness.” 

Then smiling upon him Odysseus of many wiles 
made answer: “ Verily now on great rewards was 
thy heart set, even the horses of the wise-hearted’ 
son of Aeacus, but hard are they for mortal men to 


3 [ines 397-399 were rejected by Aristophanes and Arist- 
archus, 
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master or to drive, save only for Achilles whom an 
immortal mother bare. But come tell me this, 
and declare it truly: where now, as thou camest 
hither, didst thou leave Hector, shepherd of the 
host? Where lies his battle-gear, and where his 
horses? And how are disposed the watches and the 
sleeping-places of the other Trojans? And what coun- 
sel devise they among themselves ?—to abide where 
they be by the ships afar, or to withdraw again to 
the city, seeing they have worsted the Achaeans?” 

Then made answer to him Dolon, son of Enmedes : 
“ Therefore of a truth will I frankly tell thee all. 
Hector with all them that are counsellors is holding 
council by the tomb of godlike Ilus, away from the 
turmoil ; but as touching the guards whereof thou 
askest, O warrior, no special guard keepeth or 
watcheth the host. By all the watch-fires! of the 
Trojans verily, they that needs must, lie awake and 
bid one another keep watch, but the allies, summoned 
from many lands, are sleeping ; for to the Trojans 
they leave it to keep watch, seeing their own children 
abide not nigh, neither their wives.” 

Then in answer to him spake Odysseus of many 
wiles: “ How is it now, do they sleep mingled 
with the horse-taming Trojans, or apart ? tell me at 
large that J may know.” 

Then made answer to him Dolon, son of Eumedes : 
“Therefore of a truth this likewise will I frankly 
tell thee. Towards the sea lie the Carians and the 
Paeonians, with curved bows, and the Leleges and 
Caucones, and the goodly Pelasgi. And towards 
Thymbre fell the lot of the Lycians and the lordly 

1 The word ésxdpa: should mean “hearths,” or by a 


natural transfer, “‘ families,’’ but it is difficult so to render 
it in this context. 
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Mysians, and the Phrygians that fight from chariots 
and the Maeonians, lords of chariots. But why is it 
that ye question me closely regarding all these 
things? For if ye are fain to enter the throng of 
the Trojans, lo, here apart be the Thracians, new 
comers, the outermost of all, and among them their 
king Rhesus, son of Eioneus. His be verily the 
fairest horses that ever I saw, and the greatest, 
whiter than snow, and in speed like the winds. And 
his chariot is cunningly wrouglit with gold and silver, 
and armour of gold brought he with him, huge of 
size, a wonder to behold. Such armour it beseemeth 
not that mortal men should wear, but immortal gods. 
But bring ye me now to the swift-faring ships, or 
bind me with a cruel bond and leave me here, that 
ye may go and make trial of me, whether or no J 
have spoken to you according to right.” 

Then with an angry glance from beneath his 
brows, spake to him mighty Diomedes: “ Nay, I 
bid thee, Dolon, put no thought of escape in thy heart, 
even though thou hast brought good tidings, seeing 
thou hast come into our hands. For if so be we 
release thee now or let thee go, yet even hereafter 
wilt thou come to the swift ships of the Achaeans, 
either to spy upon us, or to fight in open combat ; 
but if, subdued beneath my hands, thou lose thy life, 
never again wilt thou prove a bane to the Argives.” 

He spake, and the other was at point to touch 
his chin with his stout hand and make entreaty, but 
Diomedes sprang upon him with his sword and 
smote him full upon the neck, and shore off both 
the sinews, and even while he was yet speaking his 
head was mingled with the dust. Then from him 
they stripped the cap of ferret skin from off his head, 
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and the wolf’s hide, and the back-bent bow and the 
long spear, and these things did goodly Odysseus 
hold aloft in his hand to Athene, the driver of the 
spoil, and he made prayer, and spake, saying: 
“Rejoice, goddess, in these, for on thee, first of all 
the immortals in Olympus, will we call; but send 
thou us on against the horses and the sleeping-places 
of the Thracian warriors.” 

So spake he, and lifted from him the spoils on 
high, and set them on a tamarisk bush, and set 
thereby a mark plain to see, gathering handfuls of 
reeds and luxuriant branches of tamarisk, lest they 
two might miss the place as they came back through 
the swift, black night. But the twain went forward 
through the arms and the black blood, and swiftly 
came in their course to the company of the Thracian 
warriors. Now these were slumbering, foredone with 
weariness, and their goodly battle-gear lay by them 
on the ground, all in due order, in three rows, and 
hard by each man was his yoke of horses. But 
Rhesus slept in the midst, and hard by him his swift 
horses were tethered by the reins to the topmost 
rim of the chariot. Him Odysseus was first to 
espy, and shewed him to Diomedes: “ Lo, here, 
Diomedes, is the man, and here are the horses 
whereof Dolon, that we slew, told us. But come 
now, put forth mighty strength ; it beseemeth thee 
not at all to stand idle with thy weapons; nay, 
loose the horses; or do thou slay the men, and I 
will look to the horses.” 

So spake he, and into the other’s heart flashing- 
eyed Athene breathed might, and he fell to slaying 
on this side and on that, and from them uprose 
hideous groaning as they were smitten with the 
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1 Line 497 was rejected by Zenodotus, Aristophanes, and 
Aristarchus. 


1 Tydeus, father of Diomedes, was son of Oeneus. 
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sword, and the earth grew red with blood. And 
even as a lion cometh on flocks unshepherded, on 
goats or on sheep, and leapeth upon them with fell 
intent, so up and down amid the Thracian warriors 
went the son of Tydeus until he had slain twelve. 
But whomsoever the son of Tydeus drew nigh and 
smote with the sword, him would Odysseus of the 
many wiles seize by the foot from behind and 
drag aside, with this thought in mind, that the 
fair-maned horses might easily pass through and not 
be affrighted at heart as they trod over dead men ; 
for they were as yet unused thereto. But when the 
son of Tydeus came to the king, him the thirteenth 
he robbed of honey-sweet life, as he breathed hard, 
for like to an evil dream there stood above his head 
that night the son of Oeneus’ son, by the device of 
Athene. Meanwhile steadfast Odysseus loosed the 
single-hooved horses and bound them together with 
the reins, and drave them forth from the throng, 
smiting them with his bow, for he had not thought 
to take in his hands the bright whip from the richly 
dight car ; and he whistled to give a sign to goodly 
Diomedes. 

But he tarried and pondered what most reckless 
deed he might do, whether to take the chariot, 
where lay the war-gear richly dight, and draw it 
out by the pole, or lift it on high and so bear it 
forth, or whether he should rather take the lives 
of yet more Thracians. The while he was pondering 
this in heart, even then Athene drew nigh and 
spake to goodly Diomedes: “ Bethink thee now of 
returning, son of great-souled Tydeus, to the hollow 
ships, lest thou go thither in full flight, and haply 
some other god rouse up the Trojans.” 
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So spake she, and he knew the voice of the goddess 
as she spoke, and swiftly mounted the horses; and 
Odysseus smote them with his bow, and they sped 
toward the swift ships of the Achaeans. 

But no blind watch did Apollo of the silver bow 
keep, when he saw Athene attending the son of 
Tydeus ; in wrath against her he entered the great 
throng of the Trojans, and aroused a counsellor of 
the Thracians, Hippocoén, the noble kinsman of 
Rhesus. And he leapt up out of sleep, and when 
he saw the place empty where the swift horses had 
stood, and the men gasping amid gruesome streams 
of blood, then he uttered a groan, and called by name 
upon his dear comrade. And from the Trojans 
arose a clamour and confusion unspeakable as they 
hasted together; and they gazed upon the terrible 
deeds, even all that the warriors had wrought and 
thereafter gone to the hollow ships. 

But when these were now come to the place 
where they had slain the spy of Hector, then 
Odysseus, dear to Zeus, stayed the swift horses, 
and the son of Tydeus leaping to the ground placed 
the bloody spoils in the hands of Odysseus, and 
again mounted; and he touched the horses with 
the lash, and nothing loath the pair sped on to the 
hollow ships, for there were they fain to be And 
Nestor was first to hear the sound, and he spake, 
saying: ‘“ My friends, leaders and rulers of the 
Argives, shall I be wrong, or speak the truth? Nay, 
my heart bids me speak. The sound of swift- 
footed horses strikes upon mine ears. I would that 
Odysseus and the valiant Diomedes may even thus 

1 The line appears to be an interpolation from xi. 520. 
Why should Thracian horses be eager to reach the Greek 
camp ? 
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speedily have driven forth from among the Trojans 
single-hooved horses ; but wondrously do I fear at 
heart lest those bravest of the Argives have suffered 
some ill through the battle din of the Trojans.”’ 

Not yet was the word fully uttered, when they 
eame themselves. Down they leapt to earth, and 
the others were seized with joy and welcomed them 
with hand-clasps and with gentle words. And the 
horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, was first to question 
them: “Come tell me now, Odysseus, greatly to 
be praised, great glory of the Achaeans, how ye 
twain took these horses. Was it by entering the 
throng of the Trojans? Or did some god that 
met you give you them? Wondrous like are they 
to rays of thesun. Ever do I mingle in battle with 
the Trojans and nowise methinks do I tarry by the 
ships, old warrior though I be; howbeit never yet 
saw I such horses neither thought of such. Nay, 
methinks some god hath met you and given you 
them ; for both of you twain doth Zeus the cloud- 
gatherer love and the daughter of Zeus that beareth 
the aegis, even flashing-eyed Athene.” 

Then in answer spake unto him Odysseus of many 
wiles: “‘ Nestor, son of Neleus, great glory of the 
Achaeans, easily might a god that willed it bestow 
even better horses than these, for the gods are 
mightier far. But these horses, old sir, whereof 
thou askest, are newly come from Thrace, and their 
lord did brave Diomedes slay, and beside him 
twelve of his comrades, all them that were the best. 
And for the thirteenth we slew a scout near the ships, 
one that Hector and the other lordly Trojans had 
sent forth to spy upon our camp.” 

So spake he, and drave the single-hooved horses 
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through the trench, exultingly, and with him went 
joyously the rest of the Achaeans. But when they 
were come to the well-builded hut of the son of 
Tydeus, the horses they bound with shapely thongs 
at the manger where stood the swift-footed horses 
of Diomedes, eating honey-sweet corn. And on 
the stern of his ship did Odysseus place the bloody 
spoils of Dolon until they should make ready a sacred 
offering to Athene. But for themselves they entered 
the sea and washed away the abundant sweat from 
shins and necks and thighs. And when the wave 
of the sea had washed the abundant sweat from their 
skin, and their hearts were refreshed, they went 
into polished baths and bathed. But when the 
twain had bathed and anointed them richly with 
oil, they sate them down at supper, and from the 
full mixing-bowl they drew off honey-sweet wine 
and made libation to Athene. 
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Now Dawn rose from her couch from beside 
lordly Tithonus, to bring light to immortals and to 
mortal men; and Zeus sent forth Strife unto the 
swift ships of the Achaeans, dread Strife, bearing 
in her hands a portent of war. And she took her 
stand by Odysseus’ black ship, huge of hull, that 
was in the midst so that a shout could reach to 
either end, both to the huts of Aias, son of Telamon, 
and to those of Achilles; for these had drawn up 
their shapely ships at the furthermost ends, trusting 
in their valour and the strength of their hands. 
There stood the goddess and uttered a great and 
terrible shout, a shrill ery of war, and in the heart 
of each man of the Achaeans she put great strength 
to war and to fight unceasingly. And to them 
forthwith war became sweeter than to return in 
their hollow ships to their dear native land. 

But the son of Atreus shouted aloud, and bade 
the Argives array them for battle, and himself amid 
them did on the gleaming bronze. The greaves 
first he set about his legs; beautiful they were, 
and fitted with silver ankle-pieces ; next he did on 
about his chest the corselet that on a time Cinyras 
had given him for a guest-gift. For he heard afar 
in Cyprus the great rumour that the Achaeans were 
about to sail forth to Troy in their ships, wherefore 
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ef. Od. vii. 87. 

2 This is one of the very few passages in which the poct 
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he gave him the breastplate to do pleasure to the 
king. Thereon verily were ten bands of dark cyanus,* 
and twelve of gold, and twenty of tin; and serpents 
of cyanus writhed up toward the neck, three on 
either side, like rainbows that the son of Cronos 
hath set in the clouds, a portent for mortal men. 
And about his shoulders he flung his sword, whereon 
gleamed studs of gold, while the scabbard about it 
was of silver, fitted with golden chains. And he 
took up his richly dight, valorous shield, that sheltered 
a man on both sides, a fair shield, and round about 
it were ten circles of bronze, and upon it twenty 
bosses of tin, gleaming white, and in the midst 
of them was one of dark eyanus. And thereon was 
set as a crown? the Gorgon, grim of aspect, glar- 
ing terribly, and about her were Terror and Rout. 
From the shield was hung a baldric of silver, and 
thereon writhed a serpent of cyanus, that had three 
heads turned this way and that, growing forth from 
one neck. And upon his head he set his helmet 
with two horns and with bosses four, with horsehair 
crest, and terribly did the plume nod from above. 
And he took two mighty spears, tipped with bronze ; 
keen they were, and far from him into heaven 
shone the bronze; and thereat Athene and Hera 
thundered, doing honour to the king of Mycenae, 
rich in gold. ; 

Then on his own charioteer each man laid com- 
mand to hold in his horses well and orderly there at 


with the suggestion of something mysterious and awe- 
inspiring, the details of which are left to the imagination ; 
cf. the description of Athena’s aegis and helm in v. 738-744, 
Note further the vagueness of the mysterious ‘‘ portent of 
war” which Eris bears in her hands (line 4), Cf. also the 
note on v. 592. 
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1 The only possible way of reconciling péya and éXlyov is 
to follow the scholiast in taking the former of time and the 
latter of space. 

2 This strange phrase probably means no more than that 
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the trench, but themselves on foot, arrayed in their 
armour, ranged swiftly forward, and a cry un- 
quenchable rose up before the face of Dawn. Long! 
in advance of the charioteers were they arrayed at 
the trench, but after them a little space followed 
the charioteers. And among them the son of 
Cronos roused an evil din, and down from on high 
from out of heaven he sent dew-drops dank with 
blood, for that he was about to send forth to Hades 
many a valiant head. 

And the Trojans over against them on the rising 
ground of the plain mustered about great Hector 
and peerless Polydamas and Aeneas that was 
honoured of the folk of the Trojans even as a god, 
and the three sons of Antenor, Polybus and goodly 
Agenor and young Acamas, like to the immortals. 
And Hector amid the foremost bare his shield that 
was well balanced upon every side. Even as from 
amid the clouds there gleameth a baneful star, all 
glittering, and again it sinketh behind the shadowy 
clouds, even so Hector would now appear amid the 
foremost and now amid the hindmost giving them 
commands; and all in bronze he flashed like the 
lightning of father Zeus that beareth the aegis. 

And as reapers over against each other drive 
their swathes in a rich man’s field of wheat or 
barley, and the sheaves fall thick and fast; even 
so the Trojans and Achaeans leapt upon one another 
and made havoc, nor would either side take thought 
of ruinous flight ; and equal heads had the battle, 
and they raged like wolves. And Strife, that is 
fraught with many groanings, was glad as she looked 


both the contending lines remained erect, neither going 
down before the. other. 
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thereon; for alone of the gods she was with them 
in their fighting ; whereas the other gods were not 
among them, but abode in peace in their own halls, 
where for each one a fair palace was builded amid 
the folds of Olympus. And all were blaming the 
son of Cronos, lord of the dark clouds, for that he 
willed to give glory to the Trojans. Howbeit of 
them the father recked not; but aloof from the 
others he sat apart exulting in his glory, looking 
upon the city of the Trojans, and the ships of the 
Achaeans, on the flashing of the bronze, and on the 
slayers and the slain. 

Now as long as it was morn and the sacred day 
was waxing’, so long the missiles of either side struck 
home, and the folk kept falling; but at the hour when 
a woodman maketh ready his meal in the glades of a 
mountain, when his arms are grown tired with felling 
tall trees, and weariness cometh upon his soul, and 
desire of sweet food seizeth his heart, even then 
the Danaans by their valour brake the battalions, 
calling to their fellows through the lines. And 
among them Agamemnon rushed forth the first and 
slew a warrior, Bienor, shepherd of the host,—himself 
and after him his comrade, Oileus, driver of horses. 
Oileus verily leapt down from his chariot and stood 
and faced him, but even as he rushed straight upon 
him the king smote him on the forehead with his 
sharp spear, nor was the spear stayed by his helm, 
heavy with bronze, but passed through it and through 
the bone, and all his brain was spattered about 
within; so stayed he him in his fury. These then 
did Agamemnon, king of men, leave there, gleaming 
with their naked breasts, when he had stripped off 
their tunics, and went on to slay Isus and Antiphus, 
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two sons of Priam, one a bastard and one born in 
wedlock, the twain being in one car: the bastard 
held the reins, but glorious Antiphus stood by his 
side to fight. These twain had Achilles on a time 
bound with fresh withes amid the spurs of Ida, 
taking them as they were herding their sheep, and 
had set them free for a ransom. But now the son 
of Atreus, wide-ruling Agamemnon, struck Isus on 
the breast above the nipple with a cast of his spear, 
and Antiphus he smote hard by the ear with his 
sword, and cast him from the chariot. Then he made 
haste to strip from the twain their goodly battle- 
gear, knowing them full well, for he had seen them 
before by the swift ships, when Achilles, fleet of 
foot, brought them from Ida. And as a lion easily 
crusheth the little ones of a swift hind, when he 
hath seized them with his strong tceth, and hath 
come to their lair, and taketh from them their tender 
life,—and the mother, though she chance to be very 
near, cannot succour them, for on herself too cometh 
dread trembling, and swiftly she darteth through 
the thick brush and the woodland, hasting and 
sweating before the onset of the mighty beast ; even 
so was no one of the Trojans able to ward off destruc- 
tion from these twain, but themselves were driven 
in flight before the Argives. 

Then took he Peisander and Hippolochus, staunch 
in fight. Sons were they of wise-hearted Anti- 
machus, who above all others in hope to receive 
gold from Alexander, goodly gifts, would not suffer 
that Helen be given back to fair-haired Menelaus. 
His two sons lord Agamemnon took, the twain 
being in one car, and together were they seeking to 
drive the swift horses, for the shining reins had 
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slipped from their hands, and the two horses were 
running wild; but he rushed against them like a 
lion, the son of Atreus, and the twain made entreaty 
to him from the car: “‘ Take us alive, thou son of 
Atreus, and accept a worthy ransom; treasures 
full many lie stored in the palace of Antimachus, 
bronze and gold and iron, wrought with toil ; thereof 
would our father grant thee ransom past counting, 
should he hear that we are alive at the ships of the 
Achaeans.” 

So with weeping the twain spake unto the king 
with gentle words, but all ungentle was the voice 
they heard: “If ye are verily the sons of wise- 
hearted Antimachus, who on a time in the gathering 
of the Trojans, when Menelaus had come on an 
embassage with godlike Odysseus, bade slay him 
then and there, neither suffer him to return to the 
Achaeans, now of a surety shall ye pay the price 
of your father’s foul outrage.” 

He spake, and thrust Peisander from his chariot 
to the ground, smiting him with his spear upon the 
breast, and backward was he hurled upon the earth. 
But Hippolochus leapt down, and him he slew upon 
the ground, and shearing off his arms with the sword, 
and striking off his head, sent him rolling, like a 
round stone, amid the throng. These then he let 
be, but where chiefly the battalions were being driven 
in rout, there leapt he in, and with him other well- 
greaved Achaeans. Footmen were ever slaying 
footmen as they fled perforce, and horsemen horse- 
men——-and from beneath them uprose from the 
plain the dust which the thundering hooves of horses 
stirred up—and they wrought havoc with the bronze. 
And lord Agamemnon, ever slaying, followed after, 
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calling to the Argives. And as when consuming 
fire falls upon thick woodland, and the whirling wind 
beareth it everywhither, and the thickets fall utterly 
as they are assailed by the onrush of the fire; even 
so beneath Agamemnon, son of Atreus, fell the heads 
of the Trojans as they fled, and many horses with 
high-arched necks rattled empty cars along the 
dykes of battle, lacking their peerless charioteers, 
who were lying upon the ground dearer far to the 
vultures than to their wives. . 
But Hector did Zeus draw forth from the missiles 
and the dust, from the man-slaying and the blood 
and the din; but the son of Atreus followed after, 
calling fiercely to the Danaans. And past the tomb 
of ancient Ilos, son of Dardanus, over the midst 
of the plain, past the wild fig-tree they sped, striving 
to win to the city, and ever did the son of Atreus 
follow shouting, and with gore were his invincible 
hands bespattered. But when they were come to 
the Scaean gates and the oak-tree, there then the 
two hosts halted and awaited each the other. How- 
beit some were still being driven in rout over the 
midst of the plain like kine that a lion hath scattered, 
coming upon them in the dead of night ; al] hath he 
scattered, but to one appeareth sheer destruction ; 
her neck he seizeth first in his strong teeth and 
breaketh it, and thereafter devoureth the blood and 
all the inward parts: even in like manner did lord 
Agamemnon, son of Atreus, follow hard upon the 
Trojans, ever slaying the hindmost, and they were 
driven in rout. And many fell from their chariots 
upon their faces or upon their backs beneath the 
hands of Atreus’ son, for around and before him he 
raged with his spear. But when he was now about 
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to come beneath the city and the steep wall, then, 
verily, the father of men and gods came down from 
heaven, and sate him down on the peaks of many- 
fountained Ida; and in his hands he held the thunder- 
bolt. And he sent forth golden-winged Iris to bear 
his message: “ Up go, swift Iris, and declare this 
word unto Hector: So long as he shall see Aga- 
memnon, shepherd of the host, raging amid the fore- 
most fighters, laying waste the ranks of men, so 
long let him hold back, and bid the rest of the host 
fight with the foe in the fierce conflict. But when, 
either wounded by a spear-thrust or smitten by an 
arrow, Agamemnon shall leap upon his chariot, 
then will I vouchsafe strength to Hector to slay and 
slay until he come to the well-benched ships, and 
the sun sets and sacred darkness cometh on.” 

So spake he, and wind-footed swift Iris failed not 
to hearken, but went down from the hills of Ida to 
sacred Ilios. She found the son of wise-hearted 
Priam, goodly Hector, standing by his horses and 
jointed car; and swift-footed Iris drew nigh him 
and spake unto him, saying: ‘‘ Hector, son of 
Priam, peer of Zeus in counsel, Zeus the father hath 
sent me forth to declare to thee this message. So 
long as thou shalt see Agamemnon, shepherd of the 
host, raging amid the foremost fighters, laying 
waste the ranks of men, so long do thou give place 
from battle, but bid the rest of the host fight with 
the foe in the fierce conflict. But when either 
wounded by a spear-thrust or smitten with an 
arrow Agamemnon shall leap upon his chariot, then 
will Zeus vouchsafe strength to thee to slay and 
slay until thou come to the well-benched ships, and 
the sun sets and sacred darkness cometh on.” 
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When she had thus spoken swift-footed Iris 
departed ; and Hector leapt in his armour from his 
chariot to the ground, and brandishing his two 
sharp spears went everywhere throughout the host, 
urging them to fight, and roused the dread din of 
battle. So they rallied, and took their stand with 
their faces toward the Achaeans, and the Argives 
over against them made strong their battalions. 
And the battle was set in array, and they stood over 
against each other, and among them Agamemnon 
rushed forth the first, and was minded to fight far 
in advance of all. 

Tell me now, ye Muses, that have dwellings on 
Olympus, who it was that first came to face Aga- 
memnon, either of the Trojans themselves or of 
their famed allies. It was Iphidamas, son of Antenor, 
a valiant man and tall, that was nurtured in deep- 
soiled Thrace, mother of flocks, and Cisseus reared 
him in his house while he was yet but a little child, 
even his mother’s father, that begat fair-cheeked 
Theano. But when he came to the measure of 
glorious youth he songht to keep him there, and 
offered him his own daughter; howbeit, a bridegroom 
newly wed, forth from his bridal chamber he went 
after the rumour of the coming of the Achaeans, 
with twelve beaked ships that followed him. Now 
these he had left at Percote, the shapely ships, but 
himself had come by land to Ilios; he it was that 
now came to face Agamemnon, son of Atreus. And 
when they were come near as they advanced one 
against the other, the son of Atreus missed, and his 
spear was turned aside, but Iphidamas stabbed him 
on the girdle beneath the corselet, and put his 
weight into the thrust, trusting in his heavy hand ; 
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howbeit he piereed not the flashing girdle, for long 
ere that the spear-point struck the silver, and was 
bent like lead. Then wide-ruling Agamemnon 
seized the spear in his hand and drew it toward him 
furiously like a lion, and pulled it from the hand of 
Iphidamas, and smote him on the neck with his 
sword and loosed his limbs. So there he fell, and 
slept a sleep of bronze,! unhappy youth, far from his 
wedded wife, bearing aid to his townsfolk—far from 
the bride of whom he had known no joy, yet much 
had he given for her ; first he gave an hundred kine, 
and thereafter promised a thousand, goats and sheep 
together, which were herded for him in flocks past 
counting. Then did Agamemnon, son of Atreus, 
strip him, and went through the throng of the 
Achaeans bearing his goodly armour. 

But when Coén, pre-eminent among warriors, 
eldest son of Antenor, marked him, strong grief 
enfolded his eyes for his brother’s fall, and he took 
his stand on one side with his spear, unseen of goodly 
Agamemnon, and stabbed him full upon the arm 
below the elbow, and clean through went the point 
of the shining spear. Thereat shuddered Aga- 
memnon, king of men, yet even so he ceased not 
from battle and war, but, wind-nurtured? spear in 
hand, leapt upon Coén. Now he was eagerly draw- 
ing by the foot Iphidamas, his own brother, begotten 
of the one father, and was calling upon all the 
bravest, but even as he dragged him through the 
throng Agamemnon smote him with a thrust of his 
bronze-shod spear beneath his bossed shield, and 
loosed his limbs; and he drew near and struck off 
his head over Iphidamas. There then the sons of 
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Antenor beneath the hands of the king, the son of 
Atreus, fulfilled the measure of their fate, and went 
down to the house of Hades. 

But Agamemnon ranged along the ranks of the 
other warriors with spear and sword and great 
stones, so long as the blood welled yet warm from 
his wound. But when the wound waxed dry, and 
the blood ceased to flow, then sharp pains came upon 
the mighty son of Atreus. And even as when the 
sharp dart striketh a woman in travail, the piercing 
dart that the Hilithyiae, the goddesses of childbirth, 
send—even the daughters of Hera that have in their 
keeping bitter pangs; even so sharp pains came 
upon the mighty son of Atreus. Then he leapt 
upon his chariot and bade his charioteer drive ‘to 
the hollow ships, for he was sore pained at heart. 
And he uttered a piercing shout, and called to the 
Danaans: “ My friends, leaders and rulers of the 
Argives, do ye now ward from the seafaring ships 
the grievous din of battle, for Zeus the counsellor 
suffereth me not to war the whole day through 
against the Trojans.” 

So spake he, and the charioteer lashed the fair- 
maned horses towards the hollow ships, and nothing 
loath the pair sped onward. With foam were their 
breasts flecked, and with dust their bellies stained 
beneath them as they bore the wounded king forth 
from the battle. 

But when Hector saw Agamemnon departing, to 
Trojans and Lycians he called with a loud shout: 
“Ye Trojans and Lycians and Dardanians that 
fight in close combat, be men, my friends, and 
bethink you of furious valour. Gone is the best 
of the men, and to me hath Zeus, son of Cronos, 
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granted great glory. Nay, drive your single-hooved 
horses straight towards the valiant Danaans, that ye 
may win the glory of victory.” 

So saying he aroused the strength and spirit of 
every man. And even as when a huntsman sets 
his white-toothed hounds upon a wild boar or a lion, 
so upon the Achaeans did Hector, son of Priam, peer 
of Ares, the bane of mortals, set the great-souled 
Trojans. Himself with high heart he strode among 
the foremost, and fell upon the conflict like a bluster- 
ing tempest, that leapeth down and lasheth to fury 
the violet-hued deep. 

Who then was first to be slain, and who last by 
Hector, Priam’s son, when Zeus vouchsafed him 
glory? Asaeus first, and Autonous, and Opites 
and Dolops, son of Clytius, and Opheltius, and 
Agelaus, and Aesymnus, and Orus, and Hipponous, 
staunch in fight. These leaders of the Danaans he 
slew and thereafter fell upon the multitude, and 
even as when the West Wind driveth the clouds of 
the white South Wind, smiting them with a violent 
squall, and many a swollen wave rolleth onward, 
and on high the spray is scattered beneath the blast 
of the wandering wind; even so many heads of the 
host were laid low by Hector. 

Then had ruin come, and deeds beyond remedy 
been wrought, and now would the Achaeans in 
flight have flung themselves upon their ships, had 
not Odysseus called to Diomedes, son of Tydeus : 
“ Tydeus’ son, what has come over us that we have 
forgotten our furious valour? Nay, come thou 
hither, good friend, and take thy stand by my side, 
for verily shame will it be if Hector of the flashing 
helm shall take the ships.” 
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Then in answer to him spake mighty Diomedes : 
“Of a surety will I abide and endure, howbeit but 
for scant space shall be our profit, for Zeus, the 
cloud-gatherer, plainly willeth to give victory to the 
Trojans rather than to us.” 

He spake, and thrust Thymbraeus from his 
chariot to the ground, smiting him: with his spear 
on the left breast, and Odysseus smote Molion, the 
godlike squire of that prince. These then they let 
be, when they had made them cease from war ; 
but the twain ranged throughout the throng, making 
havoc of it, as when two boars with high hearts fall 
upon hunting hounds; even so they turned again 
upon the Trojans and slew them, and the Achaeans 
gladly had respite in their flight before goodly Hector. 

Then took they a chariot and two men, the best 
of their people, sons twain of Merops of Percote, 
that was above all men skilled in prophesying, and 
would not suffer his sons to go into war, the bane 
of men; but the twain would in no wise hearken to 
him, for the fates of black death were leading them 
on. These did the son of Tydeus, Diomedes, famed 
for his spear, rob of spirit and of life, and took from 
them their goodly battle-gear. And Odysseus slew 
Hippodamus and Hypeirochus. 

Then the son of Cronos stretched evenly for them 
the line of battle, as he looked down from Ida, and 
they kept slaying one another. Tydeus’ son 
wounded the warrior Agastrophus, son of Paeon, on 
the hip with a thrust of his spear; nor were his 
horses near at hand for him to flee, but he was 
greatly blinded at heart, for his squire held the 
horses withdrawn apart, and he on foot was raging 
amid the foremost fighters until he lost his life. 
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506 


THE ILIAD, XI. 343-367 


But Hector was quick to mark them across the 
ranks, and rushed upon them, shouting, and with 
him followed the battalions of the Trojans. At 
sight of him Diomedes, good at the war-cry, 
shuddered, and forthwith spake to Odysseus that 
was near: “On us twain is this ruin rolling, even 
mighty Hector ; but come, let us stand, and ward 
off his onset abiding where we are.” 

He spake, and poised his far-shadowing spear, 
and hurled it, nor missed he the mark at which he 
aimed, but smote him on the head, on the top of 
the helmet, but the bronze was turned aside by 
bronze, and reached not his fair flesh, for it was 
stayed by the threefold crested helm, which Phoebus 
Apollo had bestowed upon him. But Hector sprang 
back a wondrous way, and mingled with the throng, 
and he fell upon his knees and thus abode, and 
with his stout hand leaned upon the earth, and 
dark night enfolded his eyes. But while the son 
of Tydeus was following after the cast of his spear 
far through the foremost fighters, where he had 
seen it fix itself in the earth, meanwhile Hector 
revived again, and leaping back into his chariot 
drave forth into the throng, and escaped black fate. 
And rushing after him with his spear mighty Dio- 
medes spake to him: ‘“ Now again, thou dog, art 
thou eseaped from death, though verily thy bane 
came nigh thee; but once more hath Phoebus 
Apollo saved thee, to whom of a surety thou must 
make prayer whenso thou goest amid the hurtling 
of spears. Verily I will yet make an end of thee 
when I meet thee hereafter, if so be any god is 
helper to me likewise. But now will I make after 
the rest, whomsoever I may light upon.” 
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and not to a bow of horn, is now the generally accepted 
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(of Euphorbus) xvii. 52. 


508 


THE ILIAD, XI. 368-393 


So spake he, and went on to strip of his armour 
the son of Paeon, famed for his spear. But 
Alexander, lord of fair-haired Helen, aimed an 
arrow at Tydeus’ son, shepherd of the host, leaning 
the while against a pillar on the barrow that men’s 
hands reared for Ilus, son of Dardanus, an elder of 
the people in days of old. Now Diomedes was 
stripping the gleaming corselet of valiant Agastrophus 
from about his breast, and the shield from off his 
shoulder, and his heavy helm, when Paris drew the 
centre-piece of the bow and smote him—for not in 
vain did the shaft speed from his hand—upon the 
flat of the right foot, and the arrow passed clean 
through and fixed itself in the ground ; and with a 
right merry laugh Paris leapt up from his lair and 
spake vauntingly : “ Thou art smitten, not in vain 
hath my shaft sped ; would that I had smitten thee 
in the nethermost belly, and taken away thy life. 
So would the Trojans have had respite from their 
woe, who now tremble before thee as bleating goats 
before a lion.” 

But with no touch of fear mighty Diomedes spake 
to him: “ Bowman, reviler, proud of thy curling 
locks,! thou ogler of girls! O that thou wouldst 
make trial of me man to man in armour, then would 
thy bow and thy swift-falling arrows help thee not ; 
whereas now having but grazed the flat of my 
foot thou boastest vainly. I reck not thereof, any 
more than if a woman had struck me or a witless 
child, for blunt is the dart of one that is a weakling 
and a man of naught. Verily in other wise when 
sped by my hand, even though it do but touch, 
does the spear prove its edge, and forthwith layeth 
low its man; torn then with wailing are the two 
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cheeks of his wife, and his children fatherless, while 
he, reddening the earth with his blood, rotteth away, 
more birds than women around him.” 

So spake he, and to him did Odysseus, famed for 
his spear, draw nigh, and take his stand before him, 
and Diomedes sat down behind him, and drew forth 
the sharp arrow from his foot, and a sore pang shot 
through his flesh. Then leapt he upon his chariot 
and bade his charioteer drive to the hollow ships, 
for he was sore pained at heart. 

Now Odysseus, famed for his spear, was left alone, 
nor did anyone of the Argives abide by him, for 
that fear had laid hold of them all. Then mightily 
moved he spake unto his own great-hearted spirit : 
“Woe is me; what is to befall me? Great evil 
were it if I flee, seized with fear of the throng ; 
yet this were a worse thing, if I be taken all alone, 
for the rest of the Danaans hath the son of Cronos 
scattered in flight. But why doth my heart thus 
hold converse with me? For I know that they are 
cowards that depart from battle, whereas whoso is 
pre-eminent in fight, him verily it behoveth to hold 
his ground boldly, whether he be smitten, or smite 
another.” 

While lie pondered thus in mind and heart, mean- 
while the ranks of the shield-bearing Trojans came 
on and hemmed him in the midst, setting among 
them their own bane. And even as hounds and 
Iusty youths press upon a boar on this side and on 
that, and he cometh forth from the deep thicket, 
whetting his white tusks in his curving jaws, and they 
charge upon him on either side, and thereat ariseth 
the sound of the gnashing of tusks; but forthwith 
they abide his onset, how dread soever he be ; even 
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so then around Odysseus, dear to Zeus, did the 
Trojans press. But first he smote peerless Deiopites 
from above in the shoulder, leaping upon him with 
sharp spear; and thereafter he slew Thodn and 
Eunomus, and then Chersidamas as he leapt down 
from his car he stabbed with his spear upon the 
navel beneath his bossed shield ; and he fell in the 
dust and clutched the ground with his palm. These 
then he let be, but smote Charops, son of Hippasus, 
with a thrust of his spear, even the own brother of 
wealthy Socus. And to bear him aid came Socus, 
a godlike man; close to Odysseus he came, and 
took his stand, and he spake, saying: “ Odysseus, 
greatly to be praised, insatiate in wiles and in toil, 
this day shalt thou either boast over both the sons 
of Hippasus, for that thou hast slain two such warriors 
and stripped them of their armour, or else smitten 
by my spear shalt thou lose thy life.” 

So saying, he smote upon his shield that was 
well balanced upon every side. Through the bright 
shield went the mighty spear, and through the 
corselet, richly dight, did it force its way, wal all 
the desh it tore from his side; but Pallas Athene 
suffered it not to pierce the bowels of the warrior. 
And Odysseus knew that the dart had in no wise 
lighted on a fatal spot, and he drew back and spake 
to Socus, saying : “ Ah wretch, of a surety is sheer 
destruction come upon thee. Verily hast thou made 
me to cease from warring against the Trojans; but 
upon thee I deem that here this day death and 
black fate shall come, and that vanquished beneath 
my spear thou shalt yield glory to me, and thy soul 
to Hades of the goodly steeds.” 

He spake, and the other turned back and started 
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1 rédos: Bédos Zenodotus. 





1 Literally, ‘as big (a shout) as his head could hold.” 
Cf. the French crier a pleine téte. 
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to flee, but even as he turned Odysseus fixed the 
spear in his back between the shoulders, and drave 
it through his breast. And he fell with a thud, 
and goodly Odysseus exulted over him: ‘ Ah 
Socus, son of wise-hearted Hippasus, tamer of 
horses, the end of death has been too quick in coming 
upon thee; thou hast not escaped it. Ah, poor 
wretch, thy father and queenly mother shall not 
close thine eyes in death, but the birds that eat 
raw flesh shall rend thee, beating their wings thick 
and fast about thee; whereas to me, if I die, the 
goodly Achaeans:shall give burial.” 

So saying he drew the mighty spear of wise- 
hearted Socus forth from his flesh and from his 
bossed shield, and when it was drawn out the blood 
gushed forth and distressed his spirit. But the 
great-souled Trojans, when they beheld the blood 
of Odysseus, called one to another through the 
throng and made at him all together. But he gave 
ground, and shouted to his comrades ; thrice shouted 
he then loud as a man’s head can shout,! and thrice 
did Menelaus, dear to Ares, hear his call, and forth- 
with he spake to Aias that was nigh at hand: “‘ Aias, 
sprung from Zeus, thou son of Telamon, captain of 
the host, in mine ears rang the cry of Odysseus, 
of the steadfast heart, like as though the Trojans 
had cut him off in the fierce conflict and were over- 
powering him alone as he is. Nay, come, let us 
make our way through the throng; to bear him 
aid is the better course. I fear lest some evil befall 
him, alone mid the Trojans, valiant though he be, 
and great longing for him come upon the Danaans.” 

So saying he led the way, and Aias followed, a 
godlike man. Then found they Odysseus, dear to 
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2 kareor: dlyrac Zenodotus. 


516 





THE ILIAD, XI. 474-500 


Zeus, and round about the Trojans beset him, as 
tawny jackals in the mountains about a horned stag 
that hath been wounded, that a man hath smitten 
with an arrow from the string ; from him the stag 
hath escaped and fleeth swiftly so long as the blood 
flows warm and his knees are quick, but when at 
length the swift arrow overpowereth him, then 
ravening jackals rend him amid the mountains in 
a shadowy grove; but lo, God bringeth against 
them a murderous lion, and the jackals scatter in 
flight, and he rendeth the prey: even so then did 
the Trojans, many and valiant, beset Odysseus 
round about, the wise and crafty-minded; but the 
warrior darting forth with his spear warded off the 
pitiless day of doom. Then Aias drew near, bearing 
his shield that was like a city wall, and stood forth 
beside him, and the Trojans scattered in flight, one 
here, one there. And warlike Menelaus led Odysseus 
forth from the throng, holding him by the hand, till 
his squire drave up the horses and car. 

Then Aias leapt upon the Trojans and slew 
Doryclus, bastard son of Priam, and after him smote 
Pandocus with a thrust, and likewise Lysander and 
Pyrasus and Pylartes. And as when a river in 
flood cometh down upon a plain, a winter torrent 
from the mountains, swollen by the rain of Zeus, 
and many a dry oak and many a pine it beareth in 
its course, and much drift it casteth into the sea ; 
even so glorious Aias charged tumultuously over the 
plain on that day, slaying horses and men. Nor 
did Hector as yet know aught thereof, for he was 
fighting on the left of all the battle by the banks 
of the river Scamander, where chiefly the heads of 
warriors were falling, and a cry unquenchable arose, 
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round about great Nestor and warlike Idomeneus. 
With these had Hector dalliance,! and terrible deeds 
he wrought with the spear and in horsemanship, 
and he laid waste the battalions of the young men. 
Yet would the goodly Achaeans in no wise have 
given ground from their course, had not Alexander, 
the lord of fair-haired Helen, stayed Machaon, 
shepherd of the host, in the midst of his valorous 
deeds, and smitten him on the right shoulder with a 
three-barbed arrow. Then sorely did the Achaeans 
breathing might fear for him, lest haply men should 
slay him in the turning of the fight. And forth- 
with Idomeneus spake to goodly Nestor : “ Nestor, 
son of Neleus, great glory of the Achaeans, come, 
get thee upon thy chariot, and let Machaon mount 
beside thee, and swiftly do thou drive to the ships 
thy single-hooved horses. For a leech is of the 
worth of many other men for the cutting out of 
arrows and the spreading of soothing simples.” 

So spake he, and the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, 
failed not to hearken. Forthwith he got him upon 
his chariot, and beside him mounted Machaon, the 
son of Asclepius the peerless leech ; and he touched 
the horses with the lash, and nothing loath the pair 
sped on to the hollow ships, for there were they 
fain to be. 

But Cebriones beheld the Trojans being driven 
in rout, as he stood by Hector’s side in his chariot, 
and he spake to him, saying: ‘‘ Hector, we twain 
have dalliance with the Danaans here, on the skirts 
of dolorous war, whereas the other Trojans are driven 
in rout confusedly, both horses and men, And it 
is Aias, son of Telamon, that driveth them; well 
do I know him, for wide is the shield he hath 
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about his shoulders. Nay, let us too drive thither 
our horses and car, where most of all horsemen and 
footmen, vying in evil rivalry, are slaying one another, 
and the ery goes up unquenchable.” 

So saying he smote the fair-maned horses with 
the shrill-sounding lash, and they, feeling the blow, 
fleetly bare the swift car amid the Trojans and 
Achaeans, trampling on the dead and on the shields, 
and with blood was all the axle sprinkled beneath, 
and the rims round about the car, with the drops 
that smote upon them from the horses’ hooves and 
from the tires. And Hector was eager to enter 
the throng of men, to leap in and shatter it, and 
an evil din of war he sent among the Danaans, and 
scant rest did he give his spear1 Nay, he ranged 
along the ranks of the other warriors with spear 
and sword and with great stones; only he avoided 
battle with Aias, son of Telamon. 

Now father Zeus, throned on high, roused Aias 
to flight, and he stood in a daze, and on his back 
he cast his sevenfold shield of bull’s-hide, and with 
an anxious glance toward the throng he gave way, 
like a wild beast, ever turning him about and re- 
treating slowly step by step. And even as a tawny 
lion is driven from the fold of the kine by dogs and 
country folk, that suffer him not to seize the fattest 
of the herd, watching the whole night through, 
but he in his lust for flesh goeth straight on, yet 
accomplisheth naught thereby, for thick the darts 
fly to meet him, hurled by bold hands, and blazing 
brands withal, before which he quaileth, how eager 


1 The phrase is of doubtful meaning ; possibly we should 
render, ‘‘for but scant space did he hold back from the 
spear (of the foe).” 
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soever he be, and at dawn he departeth with sullen 
heart ; so Aias then gave way before the Trojans 
sullen at heart, and sorely against his will, for 
exceedingly did he fear for the ships of the Achaeans. 
And as when an ass that passeth by a cornfield 
getteth the better of boys—a lazy ass about whose 
ribs many a cudgel is broken, and he goeth in and 
wasteth the deep grain, and the boys beat him with 
cudgels, though their might is but puny, and hardly 
do they drive him forth when he hath had his fill 
of fodder; even so then did the Trojans, high of 
heart, and their allies, gathered from many lands, 
smite great Aias, son of Telamon, with spears full 
upon his shield, and ever press upon him. And 
Aias would now be mindful of his furious valour, and 
wheeling upon them would hold back the battalions 
of the horse-taming Trojans, and now again he 
would turn him to flee. But he barred them all 
from making way to the swift ships, and himself 
stood between Trojans and Achaeans, battling 
furiously. And the spears hurled by bold hands 
-were some of them lodged in his great shield, as 
they sped onward, and many, ere ever they reached 
his white body, stood fixed midway in the earth, 
fain to glut themselves with flesh. 

But when Euaemon’s glorious son, Eurypylus, 
saw him oppressed by thick-flying darts, he came 
and stood by his side and hurled with his shining 
Spear, and smote Apisaon, son of Phausius, shepherd 
of the host, in the liver below the midriff, and 
straightway loosed his knees ; and Eurypylus leapt 
upon him and set him to strip the harness from his 
shoulders. But when godlike Alexander marked 
him stripping the harness from Apisaon, forthwith 
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he drew his bow against Eurypylus, and smote him 
with an arrow on the right thigh ; and the reed of the 
arrow brake, yet was his thigh made heavy. Then 
back he shrank into the throng of his comrades, 
avoiding fate, and he uttered a piercing shout, and 
called to the Danaans: “ My friends, leaders and 
rulers of the Argives, turn ye and stand, and ward 
off the pitiless day of doom from Aias who is oppressed 
with darts ; nor do I deem that he will escape from 
dolorous war. Nay, verily, stand ye and face the 
foe about great Aias, son of Telamon.” 

So spake the wounded Eurypylus, and they came 
and stood close beside him, leaning their shields 
against their shoulders and holding their spears on 
high; and toward them came Aias, and turned 
and stood when he had reached the throng of his 
comrades. 

So fought they like unto blazing fire; but the 
mares of Neleus, all bathed in sweat, bare Nestor 
forth from the battle, and bare also Machaon, 
shepherd of the host. And swift-footed goodly 
Achilles beheld and marked him, for Achilles was 
standing by the stern of his ship, huge of hull, 
gazing upon the utter toil of battle and the tearful 
rout. And forthwith he spake to his comrade 
Patroclus, calling to him from beside the ship ; and 
he heard, and came forth from the hut like unto 
Ares; and this to him was the beginning of evil. 
Then the valiant son of Menoetius spake the first : 
“Wherefore dost thou call me, Achilles? What 
need hast thou of me?” And in answer to him 
spake Achilles, swift of foot: ‘‘ Goodly son of 
Menoctius, dear to this heart of mine, now methinks 
will the Achaeans be standing about my knees in 
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prayer, for need has come upon them that may no 
longer be borne. Yet go now, Patroclus, dear to 
Zeus, and ask Nestor who it is that he bringeth 
wounded from out the war. Of a truth from behind 
he seemeth in all things like Machaon, son of 
Asclepius, but I saw not the eyes of the man, for the 
horses darted by me, speeding eagerly onward.” 

So spake he, and Patroclus gave ear to his dear 
comrade, and went running along the huts and the 
ships of the Achaeans. 

But when those others were come to the hut of 
the son of Neleus, they stepped forth upon the 
bounteous earth, and Eurymedon the squire loosed 
old Nestor’s horses from the car, and the twain 
dried the sweat from their tunics standing in the 
breeze by the shore of the sea; and thereafter they 
went into the hut and sate them down on chairs. 
And for them fair-tressed Hecamede mixed a potion, 
she that old Nestor had taken from out of Tenedos, 
when Achilles sacked it, the daughter of great- 
hearted Arsinous; for the Achaeans had chosen 
her out for him, for that in counscl he was ever best 
of all. She first drew before the twain a table, fair, 
with feet of cyanus, and well-polished, and set 
thereon a basket of bronze, and therewith an onion, 
a relish for their drink, and pale honey, and ground 
meal of sacred barley ; and beside them a beauteous 
cup, that the old man had brought from home, 
studded with bosses of gold ; four were the handles 
thereof, and about each twain doves were feeding, 
while below were two supports.! Another man 
the cup. These correspond well to the rv@uéves mentioned 
in the text. The bosses may be merely ornamental, or else 


they are the heads of the rivets holding the several parts 
together, 
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could scarce have availed to lift that cup from the 
table, when it was full, but old Nestor would raise 
it right easily. Therein the woman, like to the 
goddesses, mixed a potion for them with Pramnian 
wine, and on this she grated cheese of goat’s milk 
with a brazen grater, and sprinkled thereover white 
barley meal; and she bade them drink, when she 
had made ready the potion. Then when the twain 
had drunk, and sent from them parching thirst, 
they took delight in tales, speaking each to the 
other; and lo, Patroclus stood at the doors, a 
godlike man. At sight of him the old man sprang 
from his bright chair, and took him by the hand and 
led him in, and bade him be seated. But Patroclus 
from over against him refused, and spake, saying : 
“I may not sit, old sir, fostered of Zeus, nor wilt 
thou persuade me. Revered and to be dreaded is 
he who sent me forth to learn who it is that thou 
bringest home wounded. But even of myself I 
know, and behold Machaon, shepherd of the host. 
And now will I go back again a messenger, to bear 
word to Achilles. Well knowest thou, old _ sir, 
fostered of Zeus, of what sort is he, dread man; 
lightly would he blame even one in whom was no 
blame.” 

Then made answer the horseman Nestor of 
Gerenia : ‘“‘ Wherefore now doth Achilles thus have 
pity for the sons of the Achaeans, as many as have 
been smitten with darts? Nor knoweth he at all 
what grief hath arisen throughout the camp; for 
the best men lie among the ships smitten by darts 
or wounded with spear-thrusts. Smitten is the son 
of Tydeus, mighty Diomedes, wounded with spear- 
thrust is Odysseus, famed for his spear, and Aga- 
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memnon, and smitten is Eurypylus too with an arrow 
in the thigh, and this man beside have I but now 
borne forth from the war smitten with an arrow from 
the string. Yet Achilles, valiant though he be, 
careth not for the Danaans, neither hath pity. Doth 
he wait until the swift ships hard by the sea, in 
despite of the Argives, shall blaze with consuming 
fire, and ourselves be slain man after man? For 
my strength is not such as of old it was in my supple 
limbs. Would that I were young and my strength 
were firm as when strife was set afoot between the 
Eleans and our folk about the lifting of kine, what 
time I slew Itymoneus, the valiant son of Hypeiro- 
chus, a man that dwelt in Elis, when J was driving 
off what we had seized in reprisal; and he while 
fighting for the kine was smitten amid the foremost 
by a spear from my hand; and he fell, and the 
country folk about him fled in terror. And booty 
exceeding great did we drive together from out 
the plain, fifty herds of kine, as many flocks of sheep, 
as many droves of swine, as many roving herds of 
goats, and chestnut horses an hundred and fifty, 
all mares, and many of them had foals at the teat. 
These then we drave into Neleian Pylos by night 
into the citadel, and Neleus was glad at heart for 
that much spoil had fallen to me when going as a 
stripling into war. And heralds made loud pro- 
clamation at break of dawn that all men should 
come to whomsoever a debt was owing in goodly 
Elis; and they that were leaders of the Pylians 
gathered together and made division, for to many 
did the Epeians owe a debt, seeing that we in Pylos 
were few and oppressed. For mighty Heracles had 
come and oppressed us in the years that were before, 
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and a)l that were our bravest had been slain. Twelve 
were we that were sons of peerless Neleus, and of 
these I alone was left, and all the rest had perished ; 
wherefore the brazen-coated Epeans, proud of heart 
thereat, in wantonness devised mischief against us. 
And from out the spoil old Neleus chose him a herd 
of kine and a great flock of sheep, choosing three 
hundred and their herdsman with them. For to 
him a great debt was owing in goodly Elis, even 
four horses, winners of prizes, with their car, that 
had gone to the games, for they were to race for a 
tripod ; but Augeias, king of men, kept them there, 
and sent back their driver, sorrowing for his horses. 
By reason of these things, both deeds and words, was 
the old man wroth, and chose him recompense past 
telling ; and the rest he gave to the people to 
divide, that so far as in him lay no man might go 
defrauded of an equal share. So we were disposing 
of all that there was, and round about the city were 
offering sacrifice to the gods ; and on the third day 
the Epeians came all together, many men and single- 
hooved horses, with all speed, and among them the 
two Moliones did on their battle- gear, though 
they were as yet but striplings unskilled in furious 
valour. Now there is a city Thryoessa, a steep hill, 
far off on the Alpheius, the nethermost of sandy 
Pylos ; about this they set their camp, fain to raze 
it utterly. But when they had coursed over the 
whole plain, to us came Athene, speeding down 
from Olympus by night with the message that we 
should array us for battle, and nowise loath were 
the folk she gathered in Pylos, but right eager for 
war. Now Neleus would not suffer me to arm myself, 
but hid away my horses, for he deemed that as yet 
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I knew naught of deeds of war. Howbeit even so 
I was pre-eminent among our horsemen, on foot 
though I was, for so did Athene order the fight. 
There is a river Minyeius that empties into the sea 
hard by Arene, where we waited for bright Dawn, 
we the horsemen of the Pylians, and the throngs 
of footmen flowed ever after. Thence with all 
speed, arrayed in our armour, we came at midday 
to the sacred stream of Alpheius. There we sacrificed 
goodly victims to Zeus, supreme in might, and a bull 
to Alpheius, and a bull to Poseidon, but to flashing- 
eyed Athene a heifer of the herd; and thereafter: 
we took supper throughout the host by companies, 
and laid us down to sleep, each man in his battle- 
gear, about the streams of the river. But the great- 
souled Epeians were marshalled about the city, 
fain to raze it utterly ; but ere that might be there 
appeared unto them a mighty deed of war; for 
when the bright sun stood above the earth we made 
prayer to Zeus and Athene, and joined battle. But 
when the strife of the Pylians and Epeians began, 
I was first to slay my man, and to get me his single- 
hooved horses—even the spearman Mulius; son 
by marriage was he of Augeias, and had to wife his 
eldest daughter, fair-haired Agamede, who knew 
all simples that the wide earth nourisheth. Him as 
he came against me I smote with my bronze-tipped 
spear, and he fell in the dust; but I leapt upon his 
chariot and took my stand amid the foremost 
fighters. But the great-souled Epeians fled one 
here, one there, when they saw the man fallen, 
even him that was leader of the horsemen and pre- 
eminent in fight, But I sprang upon them like a 
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black tempest and fifty chariots I took, and about 
each one two warriors bit the ground, quelled by 
my spear. And now had I slain the two Moliones, 
of the blood of Actor, but that their father, the wide- 
ruling Shaker of Earth, saved them from war, and 
shrouded them in thick mist. Then Zeus vouch- 
safed great might to the men of Pylos, for so long 
did we follow through the wide plain, slaying the 
men, and gathering their goodly battle-gear, even 
till we drave our horses to Buprasium, rich in wheat, 
and the rock of Olen and the place where is the hill 
called the hill of Alesium, whence Athene again 
turned back the host. Then I slew the last man, and 
left him; but the Achaeans drave back their swift 
horses from Buprasium to Pylos, and all gave glory 
among the gods to Zeus, and to Nestor among men. 

Of such sort was I among warriors, as sure as 
ever I was. But Achilles would alone have profit 
of his valour. Nay, verily, methinks he will bitterly 
lament hereafter, when the folk perisheth. Ah, 
friend, of a surety Menoetius thus laid charge upon 
thee on the day when he sent thee forth from Phthia 
to Agamemnon. And we twain were within, I and 
goodly Odysseus, and in the halls we heard all 
things, even as he gave thee charge. For we had 
come to the well-builded house of Peleus, gathering 
the host throughout the bounteous land of Achaia. 
There then we found in the house the warrior 
Menoetius and thee, and with you Achilles; and 
the old man Peleus, driver of chariots, was burning 
the fat thighs of a bull to Zeus that hurleth the 
thunderbolt, in the enclosure of the court, and he 
held in lis hand a golden cup, pouring forth the 
flaming wine to accompany the burning offerings. 
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Ye twain were busied about the flesh of the bull, 
and lo, we stood in the doorway; and Achilles, 
seized with wonder, sprang up, and took us by the 
hand and led us in, and bade us be seated, and he 
set before us abundant entertainment, all that is 
the due of strangers. But when we had had our fill 
of food and drink, I was first to speak, and bade you 
follow with us; and ye were both right eager, and 
those twain laid on you many commands. Old 
Peleus bade his son Achilles ever be bravest, and 
pre-eminent above all, but to thee did Menoetius, 
son of Actor, thus give command: ‘ My child, in 
birth is Achilles nobler than thou, but thou art the 
elder, though in might he is the better far. Yet 
do thou speak to him well a word of wisdom and give 
him counsel, and direct him ; and he will obey thee 
to his profit.’ Thus did the old man charge thee, 
but thou forgettest. Yet even now at the last do 
thou speak thus to wise-hearted Achilles, if so be 
he may hearken. Who knows but that heaven 
helping thou mightest rouse his spirit with thy 
persuading ? A good thing is the persuasion of a 
friend. But if in his heart he is shunning some 
oracle and his queenly mother hath declared to him 
aught from Zeus, yet let him send thee forth, and 
with thee let the rest of the host of the Myrmidons 
follow, if so be thou mayest prove a light of deliver- 
ance to the Danaans; and let him give thee his 
fair armour to bear into the war, in hope that the 
Trojans may take thee for him, and so hold aloof from 
battle, and the warlike sons of the Achaeans may 
take breath, wearied though they be; for scant is 
the breathing-space in battle. And lightly might 
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ye that are unwearied drive men that: are wearied 
with battle back toward the city from the ships 
and the huts.” 

So spake he, and roused the heart in the breast 
of Patroclus, and he set out to run along the line of 
the ships to Achilles, son of Aeacus. But when in 
his running Patroclus was come to the ships of 
godlike Odysseus, where was their place of gathering 
and of the giving of dooms, whereby also were builded 
their altars of the gods, there Eurypylus met him, 
the Zeus-born son of Euaemon, smitten in the thigh 
with an arrow, limping from out the battle. And 
in streams down from his head and shoulders flowed 
the sweat, and from his grievous wound the black 
blood was gushing, yet was his spirit unshaken. At 
sight of him the valiant son of Menoetius had pity 
on him, and with wailing spake to him winged 
words: ‘‘ Ah ye wretched men, leaders and lords of 
the Danaans, thus then were ye destined, far from 
your friends and your native land, to glut with your 
white fat the swift dogs in Troy. But come, tell 
me this, Eurypylus, warrior fostered of Zeus, will the 
Achaeans haply still hold back mighty Hector, or will 
they now perish, slain beneath his spear ? ” 

And to him again made answer the wounded 
Eurypylus: “No longer, Zeus-born Patroclus, will 
there be any defence of the Achaeans, but they will 
fling themselves upon the black ships. For verily 
all they that aforetime were bravest, lie among the 
ships smitten by darts or wounded with spear-thrusts 
at the hands of the Trojans, whose strength ever 
waxeth. Butme do thousuccour, and lead me to my 
black ship, and cut the arrow from my thigh, and 
wash the black blood from it with warm water, 
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and sprinkle thereon kindly simples of healing power, 
whereof men say that thou hast learned from Achilles, 
whom Cheiron taught, the most righteous of the 
Centaurs. For the leeches, Podaleirius and Machaon, 
the one methinks lieth wounded amid the huts, 
having need himself of a goodly leech, and the other 
in the plain abideth the sharp battle of the Trojans.” 

And to him again spake the valiant son of 
Menoectius: “ How may these things be? What 
shall we do, warrior Eurypylus? I am on my way 
to declare to wise-hearted Achilles a message 
wherewith Nestor of Gerenia, warder of the Achaeans, 
charged me. Nay, but even so will I not neglect 
thee that art in grievous plight.” 

He spake and clasped the shepherd of the host 
beneath the breast, and led him to his hut, and his 
squire when he saw them strewed upon the ground 
hides of oxen. There Patroclus made him lie at 
length, and with a knife cut from his thigh the 
sharp-piercing arrow, and from the wound washed 
the black blood with warm water, and upon it cast 
a bitter root, when he had rubbed it between his 
hands, a root that slayeth pain, which stayed all 
his pangs; and the wound waxed dry, and the 
blood ceased. 
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So then amid the huts the valiant son of Menoetius 
was tending the wounded [urypylus, but the others, 
Argives and Trojans, fought on in throngs, nor were 
the ditch of the Danaans and their wide wall abeve 
long to protect them, the wall that they had builded 
as a defence for their ships and had drawn a trench 
about it—yet they gave not glorious hecatombs to 
the gods—that it might hold within its bounds 
their swift ships and abundant spoil, and keep all 
safe. Howbeit against the will of the immortal gods 
was it builded; wherefore for no long time did it 
abide unbroken. As long as Hector yet lived, and 
Achilles yet cherished his wrath, and the city of 
king Priam was unsacked, even soelong the great 
wall of the Achaeans likewise abode unbroken. 
But/when all the bravest of the Trojans had died 
and many of the Argives—some were slain and some 
were left—and the city of Priam was sacked in 
the tenth year, and the Argives had gone back in 
their ships to their dear native land, then verily 
did Poseidon and Apollo take counsel to sweep 
away the wall, bringing against it the might of all 
the rivers that flow forth from the mountains of 
Ida to the seaf-Rhesus and Heptaporus and Caresus 
and Rhodius, and Granicus and Aesepus, and goodly 
Seamander, and Simois, by the banks whereof many 
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shields of bull’s-hide and many helms fell in the 
dust, and the race of men half-divine—of all these 
did Phoebus Apollo turn the mouths together, and 
for nine days’ space he drave their flood against the 
wall; and Zeus rained ever continually, that the 
sooner he might whelm the wall in the salt sea. And 
the Shaker of Earth, bearing his trident in his hands, 
was himself the leader, and swept forth upon the 
waves all the foundations of beams and stones, that 
the Achaeans had laid with toil, and made all 
smooth along the strong stream of the Hellespont, 
and again covered the great beach with sand, when 
he had swept away the wall; and the rivers he turned 
back to flow in the channel, where aforetime they 
had been wont to pour their fair streams of water. 
Thus were Poseidon and Apollo to do in the after- 
time ; but then war and the din of war blazed about 
the well-builded wall, and the beams of the towers 
rang, as they were smitten; and the Argives, 
conquered by the scourge of Zeus, were penned by 
their hollow ships, and held in check in terror of 
Hector, the mighty deviser of rout, while he as 
aforetime fought like unto a whirlwind. And as 
when, among hounds and huntsmen, a wild boar or 
a lion wheeleth about, exulting in his strength, and 
these array them in ranks in fashion like a wall, and 
stand against him, and hurl from their hands javelins 
thick and fast; yet his valiant heart feareth not 
nor anywise quaileth, though his valour is his bane ; 
and often he wheeleth him about and maketh trial 
of the ranks of men, and wheresoever he chargeth, 
there the ranks of men give way: even on this wise 
Hector went ever through the throng and besought his 
comrades, urging them to cross the trench. Howbeit 
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his swift-footed horses dared not, but loudly they 
neighed, standing on the sheer brink, for the trench 
affrighted them, so wide was it, easy neither to 
o’erleap at a bound nor to drive across; for over- 
hanging banks stood all about its circuit on this side 
and on that, and at the top it was set with sharp 
stakes that the sons of the Achaeans had planted. 
close together and great, a defence against foemen. 
Not lightly might a horse, tugging at the wheeled 
car, get within that circuit; but the footmen were 
eager, if they might achieve it. Then verily 
Polydamas drew nigh to Hector, and spake, saying : 
“Hector, and ye other leaders of the Trojans and 
allies, it is but folly that we seek to drive across 
the trench our swift horses ; hard in sooth is it to 
cross, for sharp stakes are set in it, and close anigh 
them is the wall of the Achaeans. There is it no 
wise possible for charioteers to descend and fight ; 
for the space is narrow, and then methinks shall we 
suffer hurt. For if Zeus, that thundereth on high, 
is utterly to crush our foes in his wrath, and is minded 
to give aid unto the Trojans, there verily were I too 
fain that this might forthwith come to pass, that 
the Achaeans should perish here far from Argos, 
and have no name; but if they turn upon us and we 
be driven back from the ships and become entangled 
in the digged ditch, then methinks shall not one 
man of us return back to the city from before the 
Achaeans when they rally, even to bear the tidings. 
But come, even as I shall bid, let us all obey. As 
for the horses, let the squires hold them back by the 
trench, but let us on foot, arrayed in our armour, 
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follow all in one throng after Hector; and the 
Achaeans will not withstand us, if so be the bonds 
of destruction are made fast upon them.” 

So spake Polydamas, and his prudent counsel 
was well pleasing unto Hector, and forthwith he 
leapt in his armour from his chariot to the ground. 
Nor did the other Trojans remain gathered together 
upon their chariots, but they all leapt forth when 
they beheld goodly Hector afoot. Then on his own 
charioteer each man laid command to hold in his 
horses well and orderly there at the trench, but the 
men divided and arrayed themselves, and marshalled 
in five companies they followed after the leaders. 

Some went with Hector and peerless Polydamas, 
even they that were most in number and bravest, 
and that were most fain to break through the wall 
and fight by the hollow ships, and with them followed 
Cebriones as the third; for by his ehariot had Hector 
left another man, weaker than Cebriones. The 
second company was led by Paris and Alcathous 
and Agenor, and the third by Helenus and godlike 
Deiphobus—sons twain of Priam; and a third was 
with them, the warrior Asius,—Asius son of Hyrtacus, 
whom his horses tawny and great had borne from 
Arisbe, from the river Selleis. And of the fourth 
company the valiant son of Anchises was leader, 
even Aeneas, and with him were Antenor’s two 
sons, Archelochus and Acamas, well skilled in all 
manner of fighting. And Sarpedon led the glorious 
allies, and he chose as his comrades Glaucus and 
warlike Asteropaeus, for these seemed to him to be 
the bravest beyond all others after his own self, but 
he was pre-eminent. even amid all. These then 
when they had fenced one another with their well- 
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wrought shields of bull’s-hide, made straight for 
the Danaans, full eagerly, nor deemed they that 
they would any more be stayed, but would fall upon 
the black ships. 

Then the rest of the Trojans and their far-famed 
allies obeyed the counsel of blameless Polydamas, 
but Asius, son of Hyrtacus, leader of men, was not 
minded to leave there his horses and his squire the 
charioteer, but chariot and all he drew nigh to the 
swift ships, fool that he was! for he was not to 
escape the evil fates, and return, glorying in horses 
and chariot, back from the ships to windy TIlios. 
Nay, ere that might be, fate, of evil name, enfolded 
him, by the spear of Idomeneus, the lordly son of 
Deucalion. For he made for the left wing of the 
ships, even where the Achaeans were wont to return 
from the plain with horses and chariots : there drave 
he through his horses and car, and at the gate he 
found not the doors shut nor the long bar drawn, but 
men were holding them flung wide open, if so be 
they might save any of their comrades fleeing from 
out the battle toward the ships. Thither drave he 
his horses in unswerving course, and after him 
followed his men with shrill cries, for they deemed 
that they would no more be stayed of the Achaeans, 
but would fall upon the black ships—fools that they 
were! for at the gate they found two warriors 
most valiant, high-hearted sons of Lapith spearmen, 
the one stalwart Polypoetes, son of Peirithous, and 
the other Leonteus, peer of Ares the bane of men. 
These twain before the high gate stood firm even 
as oaks of lofty crest among the mountains, that 
ever abide the wind and rain day by day, firm fixed 
with roots great and long; even so these twain, 
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trusting in the might of their arms, abode the 
oncoming of great Asius, and fled not. But their 
foes came straight against the well-built wall, 
lifting on high their shields of dry bull’s-hide with 
loud shouting, round about king Asius, and Jamenus, 
and Orestes, and Adamas, son of Asius, and Thoén 
and Oenomaus. And the Lapiths for a time from 
within the wall had been rousing the well-greaved 
Achaeans to fight in defence of the ships ; but when 
they saw the Trojans rushing upon the wall, while 
the Danaans with loud cries turned in flight, forth 
rushed the twain and fought in front of the gate 
like wild boars that amid the mountains abide the 
tumultuous throng of men and dogs that cometh 
against them, and charging from either side they 
crush the trees about them, cutting them at the root, 
and therefrom ariseth a clatter of tusks, till one smite 
them and take their life away : even so clattered the 
bright bronze about the breasts of the twain, as 
they were smitten with faces toward the foe; for 
right hardily they fought, trusting in the host above 
them and in their own might. For the men above 
kept hurling stones from the well-built towers, in 
defence of their own lives and of the huts and of the 
swift-faring ships. And like snow-flakes the stones 
fell ever earthward, like flakes that a blustering 
wind, as it driveth the shadowy clouds, sheddeth 
thick and fast upon the bounteous earth; even so 
flowed the missiles from the hands of these, of 
Achaeans alike and Trojans; and helms rang 
harshly and bossed shields, as they were smitten 
with great stones. Then verily Asius, son of 
Hyrtacus, uttered a groan, and smote both his 
thighs, and in sore indignation he spake, saying: 
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* Lines 175-181 were rejected by Zenodotus, Aristophanes, 
and Aristarehus. 





1 The adjective aiédos, which so often has reference to 
colour (¢f. xopv@alodos), appears in this context to denote 
rather the flexible nature of the slender waist of the wasp; 
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“Tather Zeus, of a surety thou too then art utterly 
a lover of lies! for I deemed not that the Achacan 
warriors would stay our might and our invincible 
hands. But they like wasps of nimble? waist, or bees 
that have made their nest in a rugged path, and 
leave not their hollow home, but abide, and in defence 
of their young ward off hunter folk ; even so these 
men, though they be but two, are not minded to give 
ground from the gate, till they either slay or be 
slain.” 

So spake he, but with these words he moved not 
the mind of Zeus, for it was to Hector that Zeus 
willed to vouchsafe glory. 

But others were fighting in battle about the other 
gates, and hard were it for me, as though I were a 
god, to tell the tale of all these things, for everywhere 
about the wall of stone rose the wondrous-blazing 
fire ; for the Argives, albeit in sore distress, defended 
their ships perforce ; and the gods were grieved at 
heart, all that were helpers of the Danaans in 
battle. And the Lapiths clashed in war and strife. 

Then the son of Peirithous, mighty Polypoetes, 
cast with his spear and smote Damasus through the 
helmet with cheek pieces of bronze ; and the bronze 
helm stayed not the spear, but the point of bronze 
brake clean through the bone, and all the brain was 
spattered about within ; so stayed he him in his fury. 
And thereafter he slew Pylon and Ormenus. And 
Leonteus, scion of Ares, smote Hippomachus, son 
of Antimachus, with a cast of his spear, striking him 
upon the girdle. And again he drew from its sheath 


cf. xix. 404 médas alddos Urmos ; xxii. 509 alddae edral. So in 
208 aiddos, used of the-serpent, seems to mean ‘‘ writhing,” 
rather than ‘* with glancing scales.” 
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his sharp sword and darting upon him through the 
throng smote Antiphates first in close fight, so that 
he was hurled backward upon the ground; and 
thereafter Menon, and Jamenus, and Orestes, all of 
these one after the other he brought down to the 
bounteous earth. 

While they were stripping from these their 
shining arms, meanwhile the youths that followed 
with Polydamas and Hector, even they that were 
most in number and bravest, and that most were 
fain to break through the wall and burn the ships 
with fire, these still tarried in doubt, as they stood 
by the trench. For a bird had come upon them, as 
they were eager to cross over, an eagle of lofty 
flight, skirting the host on the left, and in its talons 
it hore a blood-red, monstrous snake, still alive and 
struggling, nor was it yet forgetful of combat; for 
it writhed backward, and smote him that held it 
on the breast beside the neck, till the eagle, stung 
with pain, cast it from him to the ground, and let it 
fall in the midst of the throng, and himself with a 
loud cry sped away down the blasts of the wind. 
And the Trojans shuddered when they saw the 
writhing snake lying in the midst of them, a portent 
of Zeus that beareth the aegis. Then verily Poly- 
damas drew near, and spake to bold Hector: 
“ Hector, ever dost thou rebuke me in the gatherings 
of the folk, though I give good counsel, since it 
were indeed unseemly that a man of the people 
should speak contrariwise to thee, be it in council 
or in war, but he should ever increase thy might ; 
yet now will I speak even as seemeth to me to be 
best. Let us not go forward to fight with the 
Danaans for the ships. For thus, methinks, will 
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1 Line 219 is omitted in the best mss. 
2 ov... mpooépy: Tov 5 jyelBer’ éwecra uéyas Zenodotus. 
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the issue be, seeing that in sooth this bird has come 
upon the Trojans, as they were eager to cross over, 
an eagle of lofty flight, skirting the host on the 
left, bearing in his talons a blood-red, monstrous 
snake, still living, yet straightway let it fall before 
he reached his own nest, neither finished he his 
course, to bring and give it to his little ones—even 
so shall we, though we break the gates and the wall 
of the Achaeans by our great might, and the Achaeans 
give way, come back over the selfsame road from the 
ships in disarray ; for many of the Trojans shall we 
leave behind, whom the Achaeans shall slay with the 
bronze in defence of the ships. On this wise would 
a soothsayer interpret, one that in his mind had 
clear knowledge of omens, and to whom the folk gave 
ear. 

Then with an angry glanee from beneath his 
brows spake to him Hector of the flashing helm : 
“ Polydamas, this that thou sayest is no longer to 
my pleasure; yea, thou knowest how to devise 
better words than these. But if thou verily speakest 

‘thus in earnest, then of a surety have the gods 
themselves destroyed thy wits, seeing thou biddest 
me forget the counsels of loud-thundering Zeus, 
that himself promised me and bowed his head thereto. 
But thou biddest us be obedient to birds long of 
wing, that I regard not, nor take thought thereof, 
whether they fare to the right, toward the Dawn 
and the sun, or to the left toward the murky darkness. 
Nay, for us, let us be obedient to the counsel of 
great Zeus, that is king over all mortals and im- 
mortals. One omen is best, to fight for one’s 
country. Wherefore dost thou fear war and battle ? 
Tor if the rest of us be slain one and all at the ships 
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1 It is impossible to fix with certainty the meaning of the 
word xpécoa:, which recurs in 444. In xiv. 35 we have the 
adjective apoxpbocas, which apparently means ‘‘ row behind 
row” (of the Greek ships drawn up upon the beach), and 
Herodotus once (ii. 125) uses xpécoa: of the steps of the 
pyramids. We can do no more than accept the word as 
denoting some part of the fortification, which we are unable 
to define with precision. In 444 the Trojans mount upon 
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of the Argives, yet is there no fear that thou shouldest 
perish, for thy heart is not staunch in fight nor 
warlike. Wowbeit, if thou shalt hold aloof from 
battle, or shalt beguile with thy words any other, 
and turn him from war, forthwith smitten by my 
spear shalt thou lose thy life.” 

So spake he and led the way ; and they followed 
after with a wondrous din; and thereat Zeus, that 
hurleth the thunderbolt, roused from the moun- 
tains of Ida a blast of wind, that bare the dust 
straight against the ships; and he bewildered the 
mind of the Achaeans, but vouchsafed glory to the 
Trojans and to Hector. Trusting therefore in his 
portents and in their might they sought to break 
the great wall of the Achaeans. The pinnets! of the 
fortifications they dragged down and overthrew the 
battlements, and pried out the supporting beams 
that the Achaeans had set first in the earth as 
buttresses for the wall. These they sought to drag 
out, and hoped to break the wall of the Achacans. 
Howbeit not even now did the Danaans give ground 
from the path, but closed up the battlements with 
bull’s- hides, and therefrom cast at the foemen, 
as they came up against the wall. 

And the two Aiantes ranged everywhere along 
the walls urging men on, and arousing the might of 
the Achaeans. One man with gentle words, another 
with harsh would they chide, whomsoever they saw 
giving ground utterly from the fight: “ Friends, 
whoso is pre-eminent among the Danaans, whoso 
holds a middle place, or whoso is lesser, for in nowise 


the xpécoa, but these are distinct from the é@radks, or 
battlement, which appears to have been a wooden rampart, 
breaks in which could be closed up with hides (263). 
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1 Possibly, ‘‘ because he hath heard the shouts of the foe.” 
2 In interpreting pdSdoc0. as meaning “stitches” (of 
gold wire), I follow Reichel and Leaf.¢ 
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are all inen equal in war, now is there a work for 
all, and this, I ween, ye know even of yourselves. 
Let no man turn him back to the ships now that he 
has heard one that cheers him on+; nay, press ye 
forward, and urge ye one the other, in hope that 
Olympian Zeus, lord of the lightning, may grant us 
to thrust back the assault and drive our foes to the 
city.” 

So shouted forth the twain, and aroused the 
battle of the Achaeans. And as flakes of snow fall 
thick on a winter’s day, when Zeus, the counsellor, 
bestirreth him to snow, shewing forth to men these 
arrows of his, and he lulleth the winds and sheddeth 
the flakes continually, until he hath covered the 
peaks of the lofty mountains and the high headlands, 
and the grassy plains, and the rich tillage of men ; 
aye, and over the harbonrs and shores of the grey 
sea is the snow strewn, albeit the wave as it beateth 
against it keepeth it off, but all things beside are 
wrapped therein, when the storm of Zeus driveth it 
on: even so from both sides their stones flew thick, 
some upon the Trojans, and some from the Trojans 
upon the Achaeans, as they cast at one another ; 
and over all the wall the din arose. 

Yet not even then would the Trojans and glorious 
Hector have broken the gates of the wall and the 
long bar, had not Zeus the counsellor roused his own 
son, Sarpedon, against the Argives, as a lion against 
sleek kine. Torthwith he held before him his shield 
that was well balanced upon every side, a fair shield 
of hammered bronze, that the bronze-smith had 
hammered out, and had stitched the many bull’s- 
hides within with stitches? of gold that ran all 
about its circuit. This he held before him, and 
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brandished two spears, and so went his way like a 
mountain-nurtured lion that hath long lacked meat, 
and his proud spirit biddeth him go even into the 
elose-built fold to make an attack upon the flocks. 
Yor even though he find thereby the herdsmen 
with dogs and spears keeping watch over the sheep, 
yet is he not minded to be driven from the steading 
ere he maketh essay; but either he leapeth amid 
the flock and seizeth one, or is himself smitten as a 
foremost champion by a javelin from a swift hand: 
even so did his spirit then urge godlike Sarpedon 
to rush upon the wall, and break down the battle- 
ments. Straightway then he spake to Glaucus, son 
of Hippolochus : ‘‘ Glaucus, wherefore is it that we 
twain are held in honour above all with seats, and 
messes, and full cups in Lycia, and all men gaze 
upon us as on gods? Aye, and we possess a great 
demesne by the banks of Xanthus, a fair tract of 
orehard and of wheat-bearing plough-land. There- 
fore now it behoveth us to take our stand amid the 
foremost Lycians, and confront the blazing battle, 
that many a one of the mail]-clad Lycians may say : 
“Verily no inglorious men be these that rule in 
Lycia, even our kings, they that eat fat sheep and 
drink ehoice wine, honey-sweet: nay, but their 
might too is goodly, seeing they fight amid the 
foremost Lycians. Ah friend, if once escaped from 
this battle we were for ever to be ageless and im- 
mortal, neither should I fight myself amid the 
foremost, nor should I send thee into battle where 
men win glory ; but now—for in any case fates of 
death beset us, fates past counting, which no mortal 
may escape or avoid—now let us go forward, whether 
we shall give glory to another, or another to us.” 
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1 Tn taking de in a local sense, and in reading xetce in 
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So spake he, and Glaucus turned not aside, 
neither disobeyed him, but the twain went straight 
forward, leading the great host of the Lycians, 
At sight of them, Menestheus, son of Peteos, 
shuddered, for it was to his part of the wall that 
they came, bearing with them ruin; and he looked 
in fear along the wall of the Achaeans, in hope that he 
might see one of the leaders who would ward off 
bane from his comrades ; and he marked the Aiantes 
twain, insatiate in war, standing there, and Teucer 
that was newly come from his hut, close at hand ; 
howbeit it was no wise possible for him to shout so 
as to be heard of them, so great a din was there, 
and the noise went up to heaven of smitten shields 
and helms with crests of horse-hair, and of the gates, 
for all had been closed, and before them stood the 
foe, and sought to break them by force, and enter 
in. Forthwith then to Aias he sent the herald 
Thodtes: “ Go, goodly Thoétes, run thou, and call 
Aias, or rather the twain, for that were far best of 
all, seeing that here will utter ruin soon be wrought. 
Hard upon us here? press the leaders of the Lycians, 
who of old have ever been fierce in mighty conflicts. 
But if with them too yonder the toil of war and 
strife have arisen, yet at least let valiant Aias, son 
of Telamon, come alone, and let Teucer, that is well 
skilled with the bow, follow with him.” 

So spake he, and the herald failed not to hearken 
as he heard, but set him to run beside the wall of 
the brazen-coated Achaeans, and he eame and stood 
by the Aiantes, and straightway said: ‘‘ Ye Aiantes 
twain, leaders of the brazen-coated Achaeans, the 


359, I follow Zenodotus. Most editors read Sée in both lines, 
giving it its common Homeric sense of “ thus,” 
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son of Peteos, nurtured of Zeus, biddeth you go 
thither, that, though it be but for a little space, 
ye may confront the toil of war—both of you, if 
so may be, for that were far best of all, seeing that 
yonder will utter ruin soon be wrought. Hard upon 
them there press the leaders of the Lyeians, who of 
old have ever been fierce in mighty conflicts. But 
if here too war and strife have arisen, yet at least 
let valiant Aias, son of Telamon, go alone, and let 
Teucer, that is well skilled with the bow, follow 
with him.” 

So spake he, and great Telamonian Aias failed 
not to hearken. Forthwith he spake winged words 
to the son of Oileus: “‘ Aias, do ye twain, thou and 
strong Lycomedes, stand fast here and urge on the 
Danaans to fight amain, but I will go thither, and 
confront the war, and quickly will I come again, 
when to the full I have borne them aid.” 

So saying Telamonian Aias departed, and with 
him went Teueer, his own brother, begotten of one 
father, and with them Pandion bare the curved bow 
of Teucer. Now when, as they passed along within 
the wall, they reaehed the post of great-souled 
Menestheus—and to men hard pressed they came— 
the foe were mounting upon the battlements like 
a dark whirlwind, even the mighty leaders and rulers 
of the Lycians ; and they clashed together in fight, 
and the battle-ery arose. 

Then Aias, son of Telamon, was first to slay his 
man, cven great-souled Epicles, comrade of Sarpedon, 
for he smote him with a huge jagged rock, that lay 
the topmost of all within the wall by the battle- 
ments. Not easily with both hands could a man, 
sueh as mortals now are, hold it, were he never so 
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young and strong, but Aias lifted it on high and hurled 
it, and he shattered the four-horned helmet, and 
crushed together all the bones of the head of Epicles ; 
and he fell like a diver from the high wall, and his 
spirit left his bones. And Teucer smote Glaucus, 
the stalwart son of Hippolochus, as he rushed upon 
them, with an arrow from the high wall, where he 
saw his arm uncovered; and he stayed him from 
fighting. Back from the wall he leapt secretly, 
that no man of the Achacans might mark that he 
had been smitten, and vaunt over him boastfully. 
But over Sarpedon came grief at Glaucus’ departing, 
so soon as he was ware thereof, yet cven so forgat 
he not to fight, but smote with a thrust of his spear 
Alemaon, son of Thestor, with sure aim, and again 
drew forth the spear. And Alcmaon, following the 
spear, fell headlong, and about him rang his armour, 
dight with bronze. But Sarpedon with strong hands 
caught hold of the battlement and tugged, and the 
whole length of it gave way, and the wall above was 
laid bare, and he made a path for many: 

But against him came Aias and Teucer at the one 
moment: Teucer smote him with an arrow on the 
gleaming baldric of his sheltering shield about his 
breast, but Zeus warded off the fates from his own 
son that he should not be laid low at the ships’ 
sterns ; and Aias leapt upon him and thrust against 
his shield, but the spear-point passed not through, 
howbeit he made him reel in his onset. So he gave 
ground a little space from the battlement, yet 
withdrew not wholly, for his spirit hoped to win 
him glory. And he wheeled about, and called to 
the godlike Lycians: “ Ye Lycians, wherefore are 
ye thus slack in furious valour? Hard is it for me, 
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how mighty so ever I be, alone to breach the wall, 
and make a path to the ships. Nay, have at them 
with me ; the more men the better work.” 

So spake he; and they, seized with fear of the 
rebuke of their king, pressed on the more around 
about their counsellor and king, and the Argives over 
against them made strong their battalions within the 
wall; and before them was set a mighty work. For 
neither could the mighty Lycians break the wall 
of the Danaans, and make a path to the ships, nor 
ever could the Danaan spearmen thrust back the 
Lycians from the wall, when once they had drawn 
nigh thereto. But as two men with measuring- 
rods in hand strive about the landmark-stones in a 
common field, and in a narrow space contend each 
for his equal share; even so did the battlements 
hold these apart, and over them they smote the 
bull’s- hide bucklers about one another’s breasts, 
the round shields and fluttering targets. And many 
were wounded in the flesh by thrusts of the pitiless 
bronze, both whensoever any turned and his back 
was left bare, as they fought, and many clean 
through the very shield. Yea, everywhere the walls 
and battlements were spattered with blood of men 
from both sides, from Trojans and Achaeans alike. 
Howbeit even so they could not put the Achaeans 
to rout, but they held their ground, as a careful 
woman that laboureth with her hands at spinning, 
holdeth the balance and raiseth the weight and the 
wool in either scale, making them equal, that she 
may win a meagre wage for her children ; so evenly 
was strained their war and battle, until Zeus vouch- 
safed the glory of victory to Hector, son of Priem, 
that was first to leap within the wall of the Achaeans 
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2 Line 450 was rejected by Zenodotus, Aristophanes, and 
Aristarchus, 
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He uttered a piercing shout, calling aloud to the 
Trojans : ‘“‘ Rouse you, horse-taming Trojans, break 
the wall of the Argives, and fling among the ships 
wondrous-blazing fire.” 

So spake he, urging them on, and they all heard 
with their ears, and rushed straight upon the wall in 
one mass, and with sharp spears in their hands 
mounted upon the pinnets. And Hector grasped 
and bore a stone that lay before the gate, thick at 
the base, but sharp at the point; not easily might 
two men, the mightiest of the folk, have upheaved it 
from the ground upon a wain—men, such as mortals 
now are—yet lightly did he wield it even alone ; 
and the son of crooked-counselling Cronos made it 
light for him. And as when a shepherd easily 
beareth the fleece of a ram, taking it in one hand, 
and but little doth the weight thereof burden him ; 
even so Hector lifted up the stone and bare it straight 
against the doors that guarded the close and strongly 
fitted gates—double gates they were, and high, 
and two cross bars held them within, and a single 
bolt fastened them. He came and stood hard by, 
and planting himself smote them full in the midst, 
setting his feet well apart that his cast might lack 
no strength ; and he brake off both the hinges, and 
the stone fell within by its own weiglit, and loudly 
groaned the gates on either side, nor did the bars 
hold fast, but the doors were dashed apart this way 
and that beneath the onrush of the stone. And 
glorious Hector leapt within, his face like sudden 
night; and he shone in terrible bronze wherewith 
his body was clothed about, and in his hands he held 
two spears. None that met him could have held 
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back, none save the gods, when once he leapt 
hin the gates ; and his two eyes blazed with fire. 
d he wheeled him about in the throng, and called 
the Trojans to climb over the wall; and they 
arkened to his urging. Forthwith some clomb 
er the wall, and others poured in by the strong- 
built gate, and the Danaans were driven in rout 
among the hollow ships, and a ceaseless din arose. 
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